Radical Rejection - Special Supplement

Readings to Prepare for the Talk by the
Venerable Kyabgon Traleg Rinpoche -
“Distinguishing Shentong from Chittamatra”
Saturday, June 11, 2005: 10 am and 2 pm

1. A Discussion Concerning True Existence Regarded as Extraneous to Pheroraena,
Mipham and Chandrakirti, Introduction to the Middle Way: A Commentary ov:
Chandrakirti’s Madhyamakavatara , Trs. Padmakara Translation Croup, Sharnohala,
Beston, 2002, pp. 165-172 (top)

2. The Lien’s Roar Proclaiming Extrinsic Emptiness, Mipharm, Miphezin’s Beacon of
Certainty: lluminating the View of Dzogchen, the Great Perfectior, by John W.
Pettit, Wisdom, Boston, 1999, pp. 415-427

3. The Zhentong Tradition in Tibet, The Buddha from Dolpo: A Study of the Life and
Thought of the Tibetan Master Dolpopa Sherab Gyaltsen, by Cyrus Steams, State
Uriversity of New York, Albany, 1999, two excerpts on pp. 41-55 and 74-77 = 18

Answers to Questions:

1. One the main assumptions of Chandrakirti's refutations of the Chittamatra ssems to be that if
an object is real the subject must be and vice versa, and if the object is not real then tae subject
must be unreal and vice versa. What is the basis for this?

Karl Brunnholzl: Well, it is basically that something real cannot be preceived/serceive something
unreal and vice versa. Either both are unreal or both are real. The basic thing is that cbject and
subject mutually depend on each other, so something unreal cannot depend on semething unreal
and vice versa

Ari Goldfield: The Mind-only School is saying that outer objects don't truly exisz;
_exists. But Chandrakirti says that if the outer object doesn't truly exist, the mird that is ths _
perceiving subject doesn't truly exist either. How can you have a real perceiving subject withour a
real perceived object? It's like in a dream--how could the perceiver of dream odjects be existent
when the perceived objects themselves are not? Therefore, inner perceiving mrd and outer
perceived objects are only dependently existent. Therefore, neither of them trily exists--(1at is the
Middle Way's point.

only the mind

2. Are there separate individual Alayas or are they not separate?

Elizabeth Callahan: I believe it is standard Buddhist doctrine (Indo-Tibetan a: least) that eech
individual (gang zag) has his or her own mindstream and that that rindstream iz singular (sems
rgyud gcig).

Karl Brunnholzl: Of course the alayas are separate for each sentient being, othsrwise karmaa
would be shared and so on.

set of eight consciousnesses. From the perspective of genuine reality, which they assert o be
non-dual mere clarity and lucidity, self-awareness, alaya is beyond one or mary, same or
different.
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