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V.

Reading the Words of the Buddha

The Profundity and Vastness of the Mahayana Sutras
Tuesdays, 7-9:15 pm, from September 25" to December 11"
(Omitting November 20"")

9/25: Introduction to the Profound and Vast Teachings of the Buddha

A.

o0

Flawless Purity: A Dialogue with the Laywoman Gangottara, in A Treasury of Mahayana
Sutras: Selections from the Maharatnakuta Sutra, Translated by BAUS, pp. 37-40

The Teachings, from The Precious Treasury of Philosophical Systems, by Longchen
Rabjam, Translated by Richard Barron, pp. 14-19

The Religious Literature, in Buddhist Civilization in Tibet, by Tulku Thondrup, p. 51
Three Phases of Revelation, from Crystal Mirror VIII: Light of Liberation, pp. 113-125
Classification of Teachings, excerpt from Heian Buddhism, in Foundation of Japanese
Buddhism, by D&A Matsunaga, pp. 152

10/3: The Vajracchedika Prajnaparamita Sutra —Diamonds Are Never

A.
B.

C.

Outline of the Diamond Sutra, by Edward Conze

The Diamond Sutra, from The Diamond Sutra: Transforming the Way we Perceive the
World, Translated by Mu Soeng, pp. 141-155

Chapter XXXI: Dharmodgata, The Perfection of Wisdom in Eight Thousand Lines,
Translated by Conze, pp. 191-198

10/9: Kashyapa Parivarta Sutra — The Interrogation by the Bodhisattva Kashyapa

A.

Excerpt from The Sutra of Assembled Treasures, in A Treasury of Mahayana Sutras:
Selections from the Maharatnakuta Sutra, Translated by The Buddhist Association of the
United States, pp. 395-411

The Middle Path According to the Kasyapaparivarta-sutra, Leslie Kawamura, from
Wisdom, Compassion and the Search for Understanding, Ed. Jonathan A. Silk, pp. 221-
232

. 10/16: Lankavatara Sutra — The Buddha’s Vacation in Sri Lanka
A.

The Lankavatara Sutra: A Zen Text, Translation and Commentary by Red Pine
Chapter XXIII, p. 99

Chapter LXIV-LXVIII, pp. 127-129

Chapter LXV-LXVIII, pp. 181-193

Chapter LXXVII-LXXIX, pp. 221-231

Chapter LXXX-LXXXII, pp. 233-243

Chapter LXXXVI-LXXXVII, pp. 253-255
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10/23: Saddharma Pundarika Sutra - The White Lotus of the True Dharma

A.

The Lotus Sutra: A Contemporary Translation of a Buddhist Classic, Translated by Gene
Reeves:

1. AParable, pp. 103-118

2. The Lifetime of the Tathagata, pp. 291-299

3. Divine Powers of the Tathagata, pp. 344-349



VI. 10/30: Samdhinirmocana Sutra —The Buddha’s Hermeneutic Explained
B. The Wisdom of Buddha: The Samdhinirmocana Sutra, Translated by John Powers
1. Chapter Six: The Questions of Gunakara, pp. 79-91 (even pages only)
2. Chapter Seven: The Questions of Paramarthasamudgata, pp. 93-145 (even pages
only)

VIl. 11/6: Vimalakirti Nirdesha Sutra — The Cosmic Humor of the Licchavi Vimalakirti
A. Excerpt from The Nyingma School of Tibetan Buddhismby Dudjom Rinpoche Translated
by Gyurme Dorje and Matthew Kapstein, page 454
B. The Holy Teaching of Vimalakirti, Translated by Robert A.F. Thurman:
Introduction, pp. 1-9
Chapter One: Purification of the Buddha Field, pp. 3-11
Chapter Two: Inconceivable Skill in Liberative Technique, pp. 12-14
Chapter Three: The Disciples' Reluctance to Visit Vimalakirti, pp.15-24
Chapter Four: The Reluctance of the Bodhisattvas, pp. 25-31
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VIIl. 11/13: Vimalakirti Nirdesha Sutra — Part Two
A. The Holy Teaching of Vimalakirti, Translated by Robert A.F. Thurman:
1. Chapter Five: The Consolation of the Invalid, pp. 32-38
2. Chapter Six: The Inconceivable Liberation, pp. 39-43
3. Chapter Seven: The Goddess, pp. 44-51
4. Chapter Nine: The Dharma-Door of Nonduality, pp. 52-56

IX. 11/27: Shrimaladevi Simhananda Sutra — The Dialogue with Queen Shrimaladevi
C. Excerpt from The True Lion’s Roar of Queen Shrimala, in A Treasury of Mahayana
Sutras: Selections from the Maharatnakuta Sutra, Translated by The Buddhist
Association of the United States, Ed. By Garma C.C. Chang, pp. 371-383
D. The Concept of Tathagatagarbha in the Srimaladevi Sutra, by Diana Paul, in Journal of
the American Oriental Society, Vol. 99, No. 2, , pp. 191-198

X. 12/4: Tathagatagarbha — The Matrix of the Enlightened Ones
E. The Tathagatagarbha Sutra, Translated by William Grosnick, from Buddhism in Practice,
Ed. Donald S. Lopez, Jr., pp. 1-12
F. The Mahayana Mahaparinirvana Sutra, Translated by Kosho Yamamoto,
1. Onthe Adamantine Body, pp. 43-47
2. On The Nature of the Tathagata, excerpt on pp. 101-103

Xl. 12/11: Avatamsaka Sutra - The Aspiration of Bodhisatva Samantabhadra
G. The Meditation of the Enlightening Being Universally Good, from The Flower Ornament
Scripture, Translated by Thomas Cleary, pp. 176-181
H. The Aspiration Prayer For The Excellent Conduct Of The Noble Ones, from The Gate of
Entry into the Limitless Activities of The Supreme Noble Ones: A Short Commentary on
The Aspiration Prayer For The Excellent Conduct Of The Noble Ones By Lochen
Dharmashri, Translated by Khenpo Gawang Rinpoche and Gerry Wiener, pp. 1-9

Reading the Words of the Buddha Syllabus Page 2
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I4 THE PRECIOUS TREASURY OF PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEMS

turning the wheel of dharma,

and passing into nirvana: all those who demonstrate these
deeds??

do so within the total range of impure realms

for as long as there is conditioned existence.?®

II. THE TEACHINGS

After having thus awakened to buddhahood, the Buddha turned the

wheel of dharma in the following ways.

A. The Hinayana Interpretation

According to the shravaka schools, the Buddha did not teach for a period
of seven weeks after his enlightenment. Then, in response to supplica-
tions by Brahma and Indra, he journeyed to Varanasi, where he taught
the four truths. His audience, made up of “the five noble ones” as well
as eighty thousand gods, perceived the truth.?” From that point until his
eightieth year, the Buddha presented his teachings in three stages. These
schools maintain that he taught in response to specific situations, giving
a distinct teaching in each place according to the capacities of those to be

guided. The Scriptural Transmission of Vinaya states:

On the banks of the Varata River, he gave to the nagas a great
outpouring of teachings concerning the ten kinds of positive ac-
tions. . . . The descendants of Vasishtha, together with their five
hundred attendants, simultaneously gained unclouded vision free
of distortions through the teachings on unsurpassable enlighten-
ment.?®

Regarding the Buddha’s passing into nirvana at the age of eighty, The

Great Treasury of Detailed Explanations explains:

In each of the following locations, the Sage,

the sublime person, spent one year:

the sacred site where he turned the wheel of dharma,?’ Vaishali,
Makkola, the abode of the gods,

Shishumara, Kaushambhi,

Atavaka, Chaityargira,

the bamboo grove of Venuvana, Vairata,

and the city of Kapilavastu. [9a]

He spent two years at the sacred site of Blazing Cave,
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four in the medicinal groves of Bhaishajyavana,

and five in the city of Rajagriha.

He spent six years practicing austerities,

twenty-three in Shravasti,

and twenty-nine at the palace.

Thus, the Victorious One was eighty

when he, the holy and sublime sage, passed into nirvana.*’

Some shravaka authors maintain that he prolonged his life for two
months, as we read in The Commentary on “The Hundred Thousand
Stanzas”: '

Having vanquished Mara, the lord of death, he prolonged his life
for two months.3!

B. The Ordinary Mahayana Interpretation

According to the well-known interpretation of the ordinary Mahayana,
in the excellent place of Varanasi, on excellent occasions, the excellent
teacher Shakyamuni spoke to an excellent retinue made up of the five no-
ble ones and eighty thousand gods, teaching the excellent dharma—the
first cycle of the Buddha’s words, the various teachings pertaining to the
four truths; this he did between the ages of thirty-six and forty-two. He
began by teaching principally the training in discipline, what came to be
known as the compilation of Vinaya. The ethical codes of Vinaya contain
extensive overviews that classify actions according to their nature or their
relation to formal precepts. The discourses of Vinaya concern the stages
of meditative absorption and the celibate way of life undertaken in yogic
practice. The further teachings of Vinaya give extensive, detailed expla-
nations and analyses of these topics.

Then, at the excellent place of Vulture Peak, [9b] the excellent teacher
Shakyamuni spoke to several excellent retinues. Among the four relatively
ordinary retinues were about five thousand arhats, including Shariputra
and Maudgalyayana;** about five hundred nuns, including Shakyamuni’s
stepmother, Prajapati; and groups of laypeople, including the householder
Anathapindaka and the laywoman Sagama. As well, there were enormous
numbers of gods, nagas, demigods, and gandharvas. The extraordinary
retinue was made up of an enormous number of bodhisattvas—includ-
ing Bhadrapala, Ratnasambhava, and Jaladatta—who had truly attained
great levels of realization. On excellent occasions, he taught these reti-
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nues the excellent dharma—the intermediate cycle of the Buddha’s words,
the various teachings pertaining to the characterization of phenomena as
nonexistent; this he did between the ages of forty-three and seventy-two.
He taught principally the training in mind, what came to be known as
the compilation of Sutra. The ethical codes of Sutra classify the precepts
of the bodhisattva vow. The discourses of Sutra discuss meditative ab-
sorption in profound and extensive ways. The further teachings of Sutra
analyze related topics—spiritual levels and paths, powers of recall, and
meditative absorption—in great detail.

Then, in excellent places—not any one place—such as the human
world and the abodes of gods and nagas, on excellent occasions, the
excellent teacher Shakyamuni spoke to an excellent retinue of innumer-
able monks, nuns, gods, nagas, bodhisattvas, and others, [roa] teach-
ing the excellent dharma—the final cycle of the Buddha’s words, the
various teachings pertaining to definitive truth; this he did between the
ages of seventy-three and eighty-two. He taught principally the train-
ing in sublime knowing, what came to be known as the compilation of
Abhidharma. The ethical codes of Abhidharma have to do with taming
the afflictive states in ways that are easy to implement and involve little
hardship.? The discourses of Abhidharma discuss the vast range of tech-
niques for engaging in the experience of suchness. The further teachings
of Abhidharma analyze in great detail the mind-body aggregates, the
fields of experience, the components of perception, the controlling factors,
consciousness, and tathagatagarbha (the innately, totally pure “buddha
nature”) and discuss related topics.** As the sutra The Seven Hundred
Stanzas states:

The Sage taught the collections of the dharma thoroughly
to benefit beings.

In stages, at various places and times,

the Buddha imparted his teachings in melodious tones.

C. The Extraordinary Mahayana Interpretation

According to the extraordinary interpretation, in terms of the intelligence
of those to be guided, for those whose karma allowed them to compre-
hend the teachings gradually, it seemed that the Buddha taught in three
successive cvcles. For those whose intelligence enabled them to compre-
hend evervthing all at once, he seemed to teach, in its entirety and on a
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single occasion, everything that needed to be taught. According to the
sutra The Majestic Array of Qualities:

Without saying anything at all, [1ob]

I manifest to beings in infinite and pervasive ways.>

When there are those who sincerely wish to comprehend in a
gradual way,

that is what occurs for all of them.

For those who comprehend all at once,

the varieties of spiritual teachings manifest in their entirety.

Such is the great quality of enlightened speech—

to fulfill beings” hopes just as they wish.

Some masters hold exclusively that the three cycles were taught all at
once, while others maintain that they were taught in stages. Both points
of view amount to nothing more than ignorance of the significance un-
derlying the distinction between the ordinary and extraordinary interpre-
tations, which is based on the acumen of individual beings.

Like a precious wish-fulfilling gem, then, the Teacher ensured benefit
for beings exactly according to their interests. This benefit came about
because, by his blessings, individual beings heard him, his speech marked
by sixty melodious qualities, as if he were speaking in their respective
languages. Nevertheless, these words and sounds actually had no autono-
mous existence. Their manifestation was similar to that of an echo and
arose because of the coming together of three things: the interests of
those to be guided, the Buddha’s blessings, and the occasions on which
these two factors coincided. The Highest Continuum explains:

The sound of an echo

occurs within someone’s consciousness;

it is nonconceptual and unfabricated.

Similarly, the enlightened speech of the Tathagata
occurs within someone’s consciousness,

but it is not located externally or internally.>®

Referring to the same theme, The Amassing of the Rare and Sublime
states:

O Shantimati, from the night that I awakened to manifestly per-
fect buddhahood to the night that I pass into nirvana, [11a] I will
not have spoken even a single syllable of spiritual teachings.
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Some ignorant people say that this means he did not teach in the ultimate
sense, only in the relative sense. But they seem to be confused about what
is actually so—that enlightened speech, which is beyond words and let-
ters, seems to be expressed in words and letters that conform to the per-
ceptions of beings.

Therefore, regarding these cycles of the Buddha’s words, which mani-
fested in the perceptions of those to be guided, let us put aside the ques-
tion of whether he taught in a single or in numerous locations. When
those to be guided differ in three ways—in terms of bias, character, and
interest—what each of them hears the Tathagata speak will be a differ-
ent teaching, and all of these teachings will occur simultaneously. In The
Majestic State of Meditative Absorption, we read the following;:

Benefactor of the world, a single instance of your enlightened
speech

arises as sounds that accord with different interests.

Each one thinks, “This is what the Victorious One taught me.”

That is why you smile.

Moreover, the sutra Prophetic Enlightened Intent states:

In a single instance of vajra speech—
nonconceptual, unchanging, and delightful—
there are many different interpretations
based on the mentalities of those to be guided.

Because it seemed to some that the Buddha spoke these three cycles of
teachings in succession at different times, there exists such a classification.
As The Intermediate-Length “Mother” indicates:

How marvelous that in the human world there occurred the sec-
ond turning of the wheel of dharma!

According to The Perfection of Sublime Knowing in Seven Hundred
Stanzas:

Restating his teaching three times, [11b] he turned the wheel of
dharma in twelve ways.*’

There are also cases in which what the single Teacher spoke on a sin-
gle occasion in a single place was perceived as different teachings by the
individuals to be guided. The sutra The Array of Treasure Urns states:
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On that occasion, some bodhisattvas heard a variety of teachings
about supreme compassion, while others heard a variety of teach-
ings about the characterization of phenomena as nonexistent.

As we find in The Definitive Commentary on Enlightened Intent:

... for while different teachings were spoken, they were not ex-
plained in separate places on separate occasions.

You may wonder, “Doesn’t the preceding citation disprove the claim
that the Buddha ever spoke in stages?” However, the intended meaning of
the foregoing passages is that a single theme of the teachings is subject to
different analyses and that no other location or occasion is involved; but
this does not imply that he did not speak on other topics in other places
and at other times.

I11. THE BUDDHA’S NIRVANA

Then, at age eighty-two, the Buddha saw that he could no longer ensure
benefit by continuing to manifest physically, so it became his intention to
demonstrate his passing into nirvana. The sutra The Exalted Passing into
Complete Nirvana states:

At this time, when the life span is one hundred years,
it is only fitting that I pass into nirvana at eighty.
But for your sake, O brahmin,

I will endeavor to prolong my life for an additional two.**

The ordinary scriptural sources state that he lived for eighty years,
whereas the extraordinary sources state that he lived to be eighty-two.*
[12a] Although different methods of calculation are involved, these
sources are considered to be in fundamental agreement. An excellent ex-
planation is given by the master Bhavadeva, who states that if one counts
the actual years, there were eighty, whereas if one counts from the Bud-
dha’s birth (disregarding the ten months he spent in the womb) and adds
up the intercalary months, one arrives at a total of eighty-two. That is, by
separately counting the intercalary month that was traditionally added
every three years, at the end of eighty years one obtains a total of twenty-
four months (or two vears) extra, thus giving the total of eighty-two;
there are also the two months by which the Buddha deliberately extended
ais life. Alternatively, there are twenty dayvs that can be counted as the



1a

vonedngnd nyaQg uo paseq sambif asayj +
‘uonipg bunga4 uo paseq amby asay|

QlE €€
+ + (senue] -udely)
wing.e-pnAni ey-Buidpl jJo uondajo) 3yl ‘4
9v0l ¥01
91 €l (eheuip) eg-inqe ‘9
69¢ [43 . (enng)oqu g
1 9 (exeswejeay) uayd-feyd v
I 9 (einjeurey) sBasjiq-uoyp ‘¢
o€ €2 (enwesedeufeig) uldyd-194s 2
6cL 144 (enyue}) pndnu |
i suojs|a|q-qns ay) Jo aNLL *ON

Joron  Jo oy

:SMO[[0} St dJe Infeyj Y] JO SJUSIUOD 3Y] °"UOIIDB[|0dD Wng -pnAns
ew-BulAN1 3yl ui pauiejuod ase senue] pjO 3Yl JO ISOW "AINUD
Y111 ay jo Buluuibaq ay) je eueulmiwg elieydy jo awm 3yl {iun
Qv Anuad yiz 3yl woiy pajejsuel) sainiduds djue) 3yl ale senue]
PIO 4L (1601-8G6) od-Buezq usyd-ury udyd-07 yum Buiuuibaq
pajejsuel) a1em UDdIYm ISOY) 3IB Senue] M3 Y] ‘UONDIIS[[0d SIY)
ul enue] p|O aY3 jo saimduds maj e osje aie 313y} Ing (ey-1esb sbebys
-Buegb) senjue] may ale infey) syl ul paurejuod senuel 3y Jo ISOW
‘peaidg 133e7] 3y3 jo pouiad ay3 Buninp pasiaal pue (1eg-ebys e4-ue|sq)
aumpoqg a3y jo peaidg isiue7 sy Buunp uelaqi] ol pajejsuen
319m WAy} jo sow ‘(deq-l1Ay4d ed-ue]sq) auupdog 3y jo peaidg
131e] 3Y3 Jo pouad ay) ul pajejsuel) alam senng ays jo Auew ybnoyiy
‘'senjue] pue senng yjoq jo saimduds ayj surejuod Jnfey 3y

sBupyoea], s.eyppng ayl—uoid9jj0) nfey ayL (e)

$3DIN0G URIIQI] WO pIje|suel] Injeraji] Yyl °|
u1BL1O 03 Bulpioddy — ainje1dyry snoiBiRy (v

‘adue( pue disnyy ‘LY
*p pue sBuog 21604 pue uonisodwo?) d120 °¢ ‘AydeiBorg pue Aioisiy
‘2 ‘uoiBi[ay °[ :SUOISIAIp JNOJ Ol S{je} 1MeIA)| snoibifa1 ayy 1d3(gns
03 Buipiodoy ‘siejoyds uelaqi] Aq uanlim syJom snoibijas Jo swnjoa
snoulioud 3y) st a1y (2) ‘A|puodag ‘uelaqi] OIUl SIDINOS URIpU|
wolj pajejsuel) aiMe1ay| jo Apoq abiej e (1) ([e jo 154y st 313Yy3 ‘uibuo
03 Buipioddy ‘1d3fqns 03 Buipiodde (g) pue -uibuo 03 Buipiodde (y)

:sfem omy Ul payjisse]d aq ued aimesal| snoibiar ay

FANLVIILIT SDNOIDITIY FHL I

dnpuoy ] nym; g

144911 NI
NOILLVZITIAIO 1SIHAADg

11



‘Burrogns ajenyadiad jey) suiayjed o) s8epuoq woa] way)
$921) pue euLrrey jo uononpoid ay1 sdois uonezifeal asoym
sjures ay) ‘sieyay ayj jo yied ayjy paziseydus eyppng 3yl
owm siy} SuLn(y ‘UoBISNLY JO SPUNOI SSI[PUL 10 [erjuajod
9y} 91BAID JRY] SI0I0R) Y] pue ddusuruLIadwr Jo suoresrd
-wl 9y} 3uryoeal UO PIJeNUDUOD eyppng oYl ‘Sunayns
uewiny Jo sasned ayj paAwdiad Sumey ‘s3uryoesd] Suruing
ISIL] 9yl pI[[ed ‘eurrey( 9y} JO uonepunoj Iyl ysnel

eyppng 9yl ‘3Uryoeal SIy JO SILIA UIAIS ISIY Y} uo_mnlﬁ

vyppng ayl Jo 2010A—
"SOIPEDYID] Y] J]D U0 3)qISIAIPUL PUD
‘soyppng ayi J)v Aq pasiwid
‘svanpswypog ay1 Aq papusyaiduiod
‘SoyppnqpyaAInid Y1 Aq PoOoISiapun
‘SIPYAY 3)qpiauda 3yl Aq umouy K1oafliad s1 1y
W DaL-DYppNg Y] SIIUD PUD Y141Ga4 JO ud]Da4 2Y]
SPU0SUDA] J1 'SMa1A 3S)Df S4onbuod puv
SUowap ay) sanpqns puLIDYq 3y} Jo 1Y) Y]

UONB[AY JO
SOSBYJ 99T,

/912 15912313 Y] YIIM SI[NI BARUIA 9Y] JAIISQO ‘pPI[q
-wasse 19y s9[drosip [[e pue ‘Ijed)) ‘a10jo1ay], "e[is JO anx
10U ST SIY) INQ ‘90UdISIXd PIlIWI| B JNqg ARy WI0q dIe jey)
s3ury} [[V ‘11 2ounoual oym A3Y3 a1e YSI[00 ] :9¥els je SI J[asH
91 10} ‘voissassod snoraid jsow INoA se e[i§ I9A0 YdleM
's3ury) poo3 [[e Suowre JoIYyo 9yl ‘JUSWUNYII[ud Jo ' uon
-epunoj ay} St e[IS 'uono3}1ad Jo p[ay 3y} ‘WOpIalj 0] peod
ay1 ‘ssaurddey 31soreaid oyi si (uonodyad [eIow) e[S,

** ' "OJLI PI[Ioq UBY] BUWIOIR I9]99MS B dABRY pue Spooj
1s9q 9y} are euwurey jo 2dnoerd syl pue uoneduwaluo)
"90URASAUOD 1SAYIMS pue 1s9q Yl sI eyl ‘uonedrdde inq
‘SSUI[PIIOM 10U ST 1] "Yire] SI J0[0D [IJuineaq Isouw 3yl 1|
9y} JO ‘pal ‘@1IYMm 10U SI I0[0D [Juineaq jsow Iy J, "Ajjerow
s1 sjuan3dun Jo 1s3q 3y} dy1[ yons pue Joydwed jou sI syuangd
-un Jo 1s9q dYL ‘dULIOOp JY) JO jusuLred 3yl ‘9qOI pPaIo[od
-uoIjjes Y} SI sjuaWIRI JO 1S3q Y] ‘PHOM 3y} Jo sjuaurred
9y} 10U ST SjUSWIRI JO 159 Y], ‘SIUSWEWIO JO snoaid jsow
Y1 YIIM pauIope aIe ‘plIom 3] JO SIUSWEUIO I9YJ0 Y} [[e
pue p[o3 Aeme Jqej 1Sed ARy oYM ‘[NJIOISUW a1e oym AdY ],

"SnSYIYq are sanienb
asay) sassassod oym Aay], :suorssed Jjo 1seO IaRY oYM ‘1031
-10D 3B SIAI[ Isoym ‘Aem Y] UI J[em oym ‘Sjeuorssedsip are
oym ‘8urd3aq £q pooj ured oym ‘ONLIIA }93S OyMm SOy,

:e[is Jo soueprodwr [enuad 3y}
pU® 9JBIOUNUAI AN} € JO 1ONPUOd pue aanjeu 3y} SIqLIOSIp
eyppng 9yl ‘(zog¢ AN) enns-eAud-nSyyg oyl uj ‘sjnsax Io
juajul [NJULIRY JO 934y Uorjoe errdoxdde A[1oagiad Aq parued
-wIodo® Ajneaq SWIqns Se S}SajIuet 31 ‘Ssaunjpurwt y3noay)

vuLDYy(q 3Yy1 JUNoDI] NN. I

N
—




"SI9Y10 JO Jyoudq a3 J0J S}
MOYINOIY) SLI0JJ3 SYEW pue 1SAIUL-J[3s JO SaTNSIA [[e apise
198 03 Bulfim dU0AIaAs 01 uado 3q 0} UMOYs sem ‘seyppng
2W0%3q p[nom oym mdJ A1aA e 10§ d[qrssod AJuo pasoprsuoo
2douo ‘eanesiypog 91 Jo yied dy [, :uorssedwoo swaidns ur
pepunois juswureye fenjLuds Jo [espr ue pajussard eyppng
oy ‘syutes jea1d oy ‘s3ureq aind oy ‘sjeyry oyl of ‘wop
-32.3 309119d 0 Ieq OU pue UOHEINUI[ OU DUIY pue ‘A)fen
-uelsqns ou ‘soefd unsar ou ‘punoid prjos ou st 213y SIYM
‘XT[J JUBISUOD JO PLIOM & UI SAI[ O) SUESW 1 Jeym puelsiopun
Ay pue yinn Sjewnn jo uoneziess sy o) syensusd o3
BULIBY(T 91} UI 90USPYUOD p3jelausd pey oym Isol) 10§ s
Sem 31 MON "JUdISIX? JO sjuawdd [[e Jo sseundwe [enuss
-$3 3y} ‘ereduns jo Surpuessiopun Jurdo[easp jo aouelrodur
oy paziseydurs eyppng oy Suryoesy siy jo oseyd sy ug

"eyideley punote spIsAnunod ay) Jur{oopIano Y A0
Y3y e ‘yesd axminp oY) ‘ejmyeiypin sem s3unyoes) asay)
J10j UoneOo[ Y[, "enepe[e[ pue ‘eAeyquieseutey ‘e[edeipeyg
se seanesiypoq paysiidwoode A3y yons jo sepmnpnux
pue ‘seareypued pue ‘sedeu ‘spo3 jo s3urrayred (sorjquuasse
INoj 33 01 uonIppe ur) papnpour A[quissse jeaid 1o ‘pspued
“X9 YT, "eyyesIA Ape[ oY) pue epepurdeyieuy jueyolowt sy
3urpnppur ‘uswomAe] pue uswAe| JO 150y 1e213 ® pue peay
1ey3 je nedeferdeyely 1oypowdass s eyppng Y1 YIm sunu
paipunty aay ‘eueded[edpnely pue enndues Surpnpur ‘siey
-Iy 9y} :,SII[quIssse anoj, sif3 01 uaArd sem sSuryoes) asay)
3O 3814 SyT, "eurrey( ays jo suonesidwr punojoid s1ow oy
Po[B3431 3y UOIYm Ur ‘SUTLIN], pUodaS 9y pay[ed s3uryoes)
SIY jo aseyd mau e uedoq eyppng 2y ‘sIeak usAas RYY

unung puosss ay; Jo s3uryova |

"61-811 "dd 295 "eonoeld s eanesypog oy jo uopepunoj ay}
uLioy Aot ‘s3uryoes) SUILIN], pIY], pue puodseg Y1 uryim
pue ‘nsynyq ay) 03 Adde juswuayydius jo sSumm oY) ‘s3ur
-4oes) Jurwing, 1sILy Sy urgip ‘yred PIoJIYy31e oy} pue ‘yuow
-UYSI[US Jo saydurIq UaAdS Y ‘s1omod daY oy ‘syiduamys

SIT  3ununy puooag ayy jo s3uwyovay

9AY 9y} ‘Iamod sno[noeIll JO SUONEpuUnoj Inoj 9yl ‘SiIof)e
1y3u anojJ ay1 ‘ssaunypur jo suoneordde inoj ay; :Juow
-uay3rus Jo s3um Jo ‘esyediypoq se esoyeuLleypryqy 9yl
ur passaldxe ‘sjuowa[d uaAds-A1yl sasLidwoo yred syl

‘yred o1 Jo o3e3s A10ad e ssaxdoid

1oddns pue juowrus)y3I[us 03 Spes| Jey) ,Wealls oY) Iaus,

01 auo aredaud sgururen 991y} 9SaY [, ‘'WwopsIM SUuneulWLIdSIp

Jo ‘eufeid sdo[oasp euLeRYpIYQY 9Y) PUE ‘UONBIIUIDUOD IO

‘Typewes sajowoud enng ‘uol1osjrad [elou Jo ‘e[is sajowoxd
eAeuln :dururen) oyroads e suoddns 3uryoeay Jo ad£y yoeyg

"uoISn[op pue ‘paijey ‘paaid Jo jure) [[B SPAOWDI pUR SUOIS
-sed ay) dn saup A[a19[dwod jey) uonenuaduod 3yl dofaa
-9p 01 9[qIssod sI 11 a3paymouy| SIY) YIM SJUIAD [eIUdW pue
purwx jo SurpuelsIopun }odLI00 B SOFeINOdUd BULIRYPIYqY
oyl Jo Apmg ‘s3uryoes) seyppng 9y Jo sjoadse [ed1uyo9)
a1ow 9y} ‘euLIeypIyqy Y3 Surpusayaidurod 10j [e1IUISSd ‘UOT)
-enuaou0d pue AjLre[d sdo[aasp yoiym ‘uonerpswr aardsur
selng 9y, “euLrey Jo Jomod ay) pue ‘109]J9 pue 3sned usam]
-9Q UOI109UU0D 3Y} ‘SYINI INOJ 3Y) ‘90UISIXd JO SyIew JY)
SBurpnpour ‘senng 3urwany IsIj Y} Ul pakaauod s3uryoeay
[eNIUaD dY) JO uUONeZI[Edl pue UONEIPIW JOJ UOIIBpuUnoj
uLy e sapraold edeurp oY) ‘sssupypuruw 3unxoddns ug

¢Pe3[ M Sa0p aIayMm 0] pue
‘OA[0AD 11 S9OP MOY ‘OSLIE (OB PIp 2I9M :UOINOR pue ‘pIom
‘JySnoy) £19A9 Jo ssauypurw sa3eInodous eAeurp Y1 ‘S[PAJ]
Jodasp A[earssarfoid uQ -uoISN[[I JO JoU SEIEN Ul paIeus
-ua s3ureq doday 1ey) Apoq Jo Slqey pue purw JO SAIOUIPUS)
ayy ,‘Awaus oY) Janbuoo, 01 Aem ay) jurod s3uryoes) efeurp
a1 ‘eydueg ay1 Jo 31 A[rep ay31 Jurpind o)1 uonippe uf

‘[IseArIS pue
eyidefey Jeou seieyia oY) Ul UaAI3 d19Mm s3uryoes) ekeurp
a1 ‘suondaoxe M3J YIIM ‘SOUSISIXd JO ainjeu dYl jo 3ur
-puejsiopun ured 03 Aressadou surdiosip [ejusw pue [edrsAyd
9Y) pue 1oNpuUOd [eIOW JO 3P0 B PIYSI[qeIsd eAeulA YL
“UOT)BZI[ea O] SI[OLISqO SIAOUISI pUe pulw pue Apoq sui[ed
181  Aem nyaoead, oy ‘eAeul) ayi st yied s1y} 1oj siseq sy L

uoyvjaARY o sasvyd a4yl 1T

52
—

PN el




A0 Jusue ue ‘BAYPOAY 01 pa[aael) eyppng 9yl ‘(eYI[[eIN
udany pue IJifeusserd 3ury jJo Iay3dnep pue BAYPOAY
Jo u9anQ) e[ewLl§ Jo sidAeid ayl AQ pauAUl ‘(6 AN ‘eIns
-ePRURYWIS-ASPE[EWILIS) B{EWLIS UI3NY) JO Je0y S,UOIT 3y}
se umouy BINS 9y} SI Junyoesl yons auo jo sdwexd uy

"90UBpUINIEB UT OS[e—UWOMAR]
pue uswAe[ ‘sunu pue syuow—seygues Inoj [[e Jo sIoquIiow
yum ‘uonermew 339[dwod Iy} J0j wayl paxmbal oym
seanesiypogq 1eaasd Jo 1soy a3 01 Ajrewnid ‘saoed snoLrea je
UaAI8 d1om s3uryoes) asay], "(901 AN) euedOWLIUIYpWES Y}
3urpnpour ‘senng eyqredeiedeyie] ua) 3yl se [[9m se ‘(S AN)
einyeuwey pue ‘(L01 AN) elejeaeyue] ‘(bv AN) eYesurejeay
9] a1e (SIBIA UIA3S-AJUaMm] IO ‘XIS-A1Uam] ‘9A[om] ‘Ud) ‘Quru
‘Uanas parse| poudd ST jey) suonIper) SNOLIBA S$3)I0 UO)S
-ng) pouad siy) Suump palreduwr sduryoesl ay) uowy

‘Surueaw
drewnyn dYy3) A9AU0d Apoalrp s3uryoes) Jurwing, puodss ay)
A[uo pue yinj [euonuaAuod ssaxdxa y1oq sduryoea) Surwng,
PAIYJ, pue 1sI1j Y} ‘uois-ng Aq UIAI3 OS[e MIIA BIWIRAYPEN
Yl uJ "Apoaarp Aear yewnn djensuad 01 pue wsiy
-IU PUE WSI[BUIAD PIEMO) SITOUIPUI] AOWAI 0O} UIAIZ a10Mm
Suruwiny, payJ, 9yl Jo s3ulyoeal ay) ‘uois-ng Aq poid mala
epeaeueul(ip 9y} 01 SUIpIod0y s3ureq [[e Ul JUIdYUl aInjeu
eyppng a1 ‘eyqredeiedeyie], Jo auLnoop ay) palreduwr pue
(qnu3-s3uoA ‘euuedstutred) ainjosqe ayy pue ‘(3ueqp-ueyz3
‘enuejered) juspuadap ay) ‘(sSeiq-uny ‘endpeyrred) Lreuide
-l 9Y) :S9HBU J3IY) Y] )M PIOOOE UT 0UISIXd JO s10ad
-Se [[e pazA[eue eyppng 9y} ‘I[eSIeA pue ‘TSN I ‘BAe[e
‘I se sooe[d yons ur sswn djeUruLIAIOpUl Je udAId ‘s3ul
-oea} 959y} U] “eBULIRY(] Y3 JO [99Ym 9y} jo Surwiny, payL
' Ul eulrey( 9yl JO yipeaiq [[1g 3yl pa[esadl eyppng ayl
‘ereAuns jo auLnoop punojoid ay) uissaidxo A[ny Ioyy

Sunung payy ayi o s3unyova]

Juwioj pue ssaunduws jo Aepd orusod
Y1 gerdardde 01 paredard s1am s3ureq urwing jo spurux ay)

LIT Bumwung payl ayi Jo sSuiyovaf

usym oWy Y} Junreme ‘SaLINIU30 10j PI[eadU0d paulelial
s3uryoea) 2saY} Jo Auely ‘sSUIYdea) U], PUOISS PaISpIs
-u0d A[erouad are [[e senns exideyeipeyg 24 pue ‘(s6 AN)
erejsiaeIe] 9y} ‘(z€1 AN) IYpewesewesyeIng 3yl ‘(€11 AN)
eyuepundeurreyppes Y} ‘senns-gnweredeuleld oyl

-eApeSIYpOg Y} £q Pazi[eal pue pooIsIapun aq 0} SIYpEUes
pue syjed ‘sodels oy} AjeroWNUS jey} senns 3y} pue BAJIES
-iypog Y} JO SMOA 18313 ay) AJLIe[o eyl sguryoeal ayy asud
-wod Aoy 1, "eueAeye 243 Jo yied pue maIA 3yl 110} 39S JEY)
$1x91 DISeq Y] IpN[OUI [23Y W euLrey( 3yl Jo guruin], puodas
sty1 03 Surduo[aq s3uryoes], ‘sIB9A JUO-ALITY) IO ‘ALITY) ‘USASS
-Kjuaml ‘OA[aM) 10] BleAUNS JO SULIDOP 3Y} y3ne) eyppng
a1 ‘uois-ng Aq paio SHUNOOOE JO Jaquinu € 0} Surpioooy

‘gjeAuns Jo UrpuelSIapun 3j0A9

-0 19pi0 U s1ouonnoeld IsYppng jo spuesnoyl jo spaipuny

£q A[rep poIoa1 pue pIZLIOWSW [[BS 31 ‘BN0S puouwrel(y I0o
‘(91 AN) eynureredeufead-esrpayooeileA ay) pue ‘elns meum
3y} se umouy ‘(1Z AN) enns-eAepiy-eyrweredeuleld syl ‘wop
-SIA\ JO UOTI09)19 dY3 uo s3uryoes) s eyppng 343 jo oML

‘eAlIESIYpPOY 9}
JO SuUONOY 1e3ID dAPM] A} Sururioyrad jo s[qeded sauiod
-5q pue Aunjew sure)e ea}eslypod SYyi ‘eyureredeulelq
£q peyeurwmn[t yred ayy Summofog ‘uonezieal ol yred a3
Suofe eanesiypog sy} paads JuoWUIIYSIUS JO SUIM UIAIS
-K)I1Y) 9y} MOV UO 912IO]E[d WOPSIM 1933134 UO SENNS a3ae]|
ayJ, ‘Suryoes) Sul[-000'81 2Y? 3o 191deyo e se E.mmﬁ SIe[oYoS
WIDISOA\ QWOS Yorym ‘(€1 AN) eyies-eAeoyes-eungeuiey Ay}
se umouy ‘eyuresedeuflelq sulf-000'8 SY? JO Areuruuns 9sIoA €
os[e st 219y, "S3ul[ 000’8 PU® ‘000°01 ‘00081 ‘000°ST Jo suols
-1oa ur senng eyuweredeuleld dyi ul ‘[[9M S SULIOJ JIMOYS
ur uorssaldxe spuyy Suryoeal SIYL S3SIA 000°00T U! wOoPpSIM
109}194 JO 3uryoes, sy} ‘enns-enuwreredeuleid-eyLiseyeseles
oy st senng punojold 3saY) JO IAISUIXA ISOUL YL ‘wIopSIM
JO UOTI9}Ia4 Y} UO senng Y} ul ULy padofeasp AJ[ry 1sowt
I1oy} Ul udAI3 a1om Surwmy], puodss 9yi Jo s3umyoeal YL

uoypppazy Jo sosvyd 24yl 9II. . .

14

et e 2 A e e AR




"Pes1 "dd ‘wiopsim 10aliag uo vang 234v7 9y WIOXj PAALIdJ

UOMBIIUIIU0D AP JYIrg
ssauprypurw 1y3ry

o339 3y

pooyr[aAl] 143rg

1onpuod 1y3ry

yooads 1y3ry

uondaosuos 1y3ry

Ma1A Y3y

s B B e BT =)

ymwd pjofiysrg

Luaruenba pausiy3iuyg

uonejdwaiuoo pajurod-suo psuaiySiuyg
Aiqrxsyy pauaiysiug

£of pauaysuyg

110)Jo pausyIruy

inn jo uonednseaul pausiysuyg
ssaunpuIl pauay3iuyg

— NS SN

JuaUUIY U Jo sayouvig Uaaag

WIopSIM JO JaMmod

uonejdwajuod pajutod-suo Jo Jamod
ssaujpur Jo Iamod

110135 JO Iamog

Yirej Jo 1amod

s B T

S4200g 201

wopsIm Jo 18uang

uonedwsiuod pajutod-suo Jo duang
sssunjpurw jo YI3uang

103J9 jo Iduang

ey Jo yiduaug

S
L4
t
K4
I

SY13ualiS a4y

s1s{[eue Jo uolreAnno pajurod-sug -
110339 Jo uoneAn Mo pajutod-suQ -
purw jo uorneannd pajurod-auQp -
I Jo uoneAnmd pajurod-auQ °

14
13
(4
I

42M0g SOV fo sasvg 4noq

‘way} 108)1ad
pue ‘azi[iqels ‘Osearoul ‘Urejuieul 0} LIOJJO ue SOyeul ealjes
-1ypog 9y} ‘pareIausg Usaq sAry SUOIIOR SNONLIA J9AIRYM ‘b

-Buraq ojur way: SuLiq 0} 1I0JJe Ue SIYeW eAlleSIYpog
oY1 ‘pareloual Us9q JOU dARY SUOIIDE SNONLIA ISAdBUM '€

‘dn woyy 313 03 SIALIS eALIES
-Iypog oY) ‘ISIXd Apeal[e SUONOE SNONLIA-UOU JaAdjeUyM ‘T

‘Buteq ojur way} 3uLlq pnom
jey} suonoe pue sYSnoyl wolj sureljol A[Snolodia eajjes
-Igpog 2Y1 ‘1S[Xa 194 10U Op SUOI1Oe SNONLIA-UOU J2Ad1eUM |

:SIUTRNSAT 18313 INOJ oY1 SB UMOUY Os[e
‘s110339 1Y3LI InoJ oy} YsTjdurosse 01 SIA[ISUIAY] 119X A[193.LI0D
pue ‘sy3noy a1ey3 snooj 1081a yuiof 1nd ‘LIofge ue ayew ‘[[IM
JI2Y} 3snoIe wopsim 103jad ur 9sImod oym seanesypog

SMOYT 1YY 4noy

¢PUS 3[qeNAdUL SII ST 1eUym pue ‘YSnoay;
ssed 11 seop Aeosp jJo soBels jeym ‘Apoq o1 SoARI[ [iealq
30UQ 1] JO Ya15q Apoq 9y} Jo uorejdwaiuod YINoxy] sasLe
£poq 191n0 a1 Jo ssaunpury ‘Apoq a1 jo 1red yoes jo uon
-1sod as1001d a3 pue ‘ur J0 INo Juraow st {IeaIq S} I9YI_YM
‘8utop sI Apoq a[oym 3y} JeyM ‘ST ApOq ) 1eym Ajoexs jo
SsauaIEeMe SIPN[OUT ApOq IoUuul 3} JO SSSUYpUIy ‘stojoe] Jut
-UOJIAUS [[e pue ‘sjydnoy} ‘s8ul[ss] ‘Apoq I9)no pue Jauul oy}
SWISOUOD 18Y] [[ JO SNOIOSU0D pue [NJpuill ALIea[d S1 pue ‘ssau
-pes pue ‘AAUd ‘SSOUYSY[IS IpIse $1as eanesiypog Y1 ‘Apoq
3y} noge s1y3noy) saIsImosIp SuruLo woly Jurureyayy

*(sI030€)) seuLreyp [[e JO SSoUnJpuIy
Uit JO SSaUTNJPUI
sBul[39] JO SSIUMNFPUI

Apoq jo ssaumypuiy
ssaupnfpulpy fo suoyvoyddy 4noyg

—~ & M

JusuruySuy jo sSurp| uardg-A1aTy ],

61l

Jwuing payg ay1 fo s3uiovay

uonwyaazy Jo sasvyd so4yy 87

15




"SI9Y10 1yauaq 01 sanoeded JY) puaIxa A[1eald
pUE SUONEINOSQO J[IQNS IsowWl 3y} JOo saapsway) Ajund
A[snoaue)[nuwiIs seA}jesiypog ‘Siuswurelle pue sanLiA Areurp
-10 puokaq Iej way) 3ulAired  ‘uonosjrad o1, sanifenb asayy
Sunjeas[e Ul (WOpPSIM pue ‘UONEIUIOU0D ‘X03IA ‘Gousnied
‘Kyeaowr ‘3urAid jo sonoead plojxis syl dn sayel eajesiypog
oyl -ooueoyruldrs punojoxd sy ojur JySisut dofaasp pue
BlRAUNS JO SISBQ [BO112109Y] 3] pUB]SISpUN O] SIALIIS BALJES
-1ypog ®© ‘eniypoq do[aasp 0f, “UdWUYSI[US U0 pasndo]
puIu ay} ‘eIdIYpoq usyeme pue pooyeyppng J1oj uonjerdse
ay) sjerduad seapesiypog ‘yuswruay3ius Jo Ariqissod ayy
JO PIJUIAUOD pue SIdYI0 JO sBULIYNS Y] Aq PajeAlION

(z6 AN ‘eXINS-epRURYWIS-IASPR[BWLIS) ,'S3UIdq SUIAY[ [[8 SIAO]
pUE ‘SLIOJWOD ‘SSYOB3) OYM PUSLI] B SSWO003q BAIIESIYpOg
oy} ‘payse Sulaq INoYNp, ‘s1dylo 3unysusq jo dsodind
9Y1 10J yuIIq Joye Yiiiq a8edud A[3ul[[im seajesiypog ‘oY [[e
y1m diysury 3sop 1Y) Jo dxemy "s3Uldq [[e Jo Iuawuay3i|
-Ua Y} I0J JIOM 0] MOA pue eUBAIIU [euostad e Jo jysnoy)
JpIse 13s SeAllesIypog ‘SMIIA Paldudd-J[as 10j aoe[d ou sey
Jey) uolssedod SNISINII[E ISOW Y] AQ PIUISA0L) JeYyly 9}
uey]} (WOpPSIm pue ‘uoneypaw ‘uondssjrad ferow) eulexd pue
‘TYypeures ‘e[Is Jo maia aarsuedxd aroul e wogj sjerado seanes
-Iypogd ‘eyppng syl Aq paquIosap sy ‘yled pue sanjeu ealjes
-ypog 9y» Ajireo s3urwiny, payy pue puodss ay) yiog

. OYLIOBS I9Y10
Aue 01 Jow1adns st ‘uryoea) 1eaid ay) 10] Yi[eam A[p[Iom pue
‘aJ1] ‘Apoq apise Junsed ‘eulrey( anil dyj o) p[oy o1 ‘surej
-unoul J3YJ0 [[B SAOQE SIBOS NIdWING JUNORY Se Isnf, :uor
-RZ[[RAI IO pauLijje eyppng aYJ, ‘eueAeyey 3] JO 30UISsd
o) Surpuaypadwos Jo ramod a3 SUIWIOUOD SeAlIesIypog
12213 pue so[drosIp Jo A[quuasse a3} 1y3nel ays QuQ pass3aig
9y} Aq paaidsuj 's3uraq [[e Jo uoneIaql] 9y} 01 JUSWIIIUIUIOD
s, eanesypod a3l 3ulssaidxd SmOA Jeald 9aI1(] pue 1oNpuod
109}19d JO SMOA U9} 9peW B[RUWILIS Uaan)) ‘eyppng Y3 Jo 30ua
-sa1d 9y} Ul ‘Usy] ‘pooyeyppng jo JudWUIe)Ee 1y pajorpaid
pue ‘sowmnadjl[ snomaid ur suoroe SNOLIoILdW 13y pastexd
‘93ewWoy S,U9aNY Y} PIAIAI Y YL, LSLABIS JO 1Sam

Jz]  Sunun] pay] oy fo s3unova]

DL AVYLDAd-DYUSDYDS DS UUIADIUD]—

‘11 ut s8ureq ay) Jo Alumiew syl ysnoiyl ‘ppRy
-eyppng sty jo Awnd 10931ad 9y3 s1 ssnifenb snoniia [[e
Jo WwLswWyry a1 jo uswysiidwodse seanesiypog vV "1

"SUI9)SAS
PIOM 9IUUl SjBUTWN([I dURIpLI puk ddUeIdel] Ul SI3T)
oyl pue ‘s3ury) snoroaid Jo spury [[e JO saaed[ Yl ‘S[ama(
Jo spury [[e jo sayouelq ay» ‘(side|) eAmprep jo syunn ay3
‘p1o8 Jo spew ale s3a1], Iypog I3} JO s100.1 3Y) :931], IYpog
9y} Jo Auoulley SNO[NOBIIW 3Y) ureiqo seayesiypog °I|

‘s3uraq Jo srioy Jo seindiu Jo spuesnoyl
Jo spaipuny yum IsyieSo1 swoy daes| seanesiypodg ‘0l

"sem XIS Ul [[e WY} 9yeys pue Jopus[ds yim
SWIISAS plIom [[B 9BIPRLIl sealjesiypog ‘UI0q Usym 6

“JUAWUSIYBI[US Ut sSulaq paysijqelss aaey A3} I91je sealjes
-Iypog JO dNUISI B YIM PIMOPUd 3le seapnesiypog '

“9UWI0D dABY SeAljESTYpOg JoULIOJ
911 UDIYym WOIJ U Jey) ul WIoqal ale seapesiypog

‘sal[rurey
uruyelg Jo 9[qOU Ul WIoqdl siem[e aIe seajjesiypog ‘9

‘sal[lure] poos ul WI0qal sAem[e aIe seanesiypog ‘S
‘A[[euoniredde uioq sAemfe ale seayjesiypoq ‘f

. ‘sawur}
[[e 1e A[eAnoagye euLrey( Y1 punodxs 0} 3[qe aIe seajjes
-Iypog ‘Yosads jo o8pajmouy [eonAfeue ay1 ysnoayl ‘¢

*s3uraq [[e Jo yoaads ay) puayardwod seanies
-1ypog ‘se8engue] jo a8psjmouy [ecnf[eue o) y3noiyJl, ‘g

‘yst[dwoooe A3Y) ‘op 01 SAJ0SaI
A9} IaAa1eYM ‘suonoajtad XIs ay) pa[yny Suraey jo }nsai
B SB :9AJOSAX Stuyur Jo Ayjenb sy ssassod seanesiypog ‘[

seAjjesIypog dYj} JO SUOI}OY }JedIs) IA[M]

uonwady Jo sasvyd 224yl  0Z1

16



"SOLIMUAD Y1 y3noay)
paInpus sey [unwedyes eyppng pauay3ius 3yl Aq usaom
ewIRyq oY) Jo OUqej Y] eyppnd Sy} Jo oW oY) woy
a8eaul] usayoIqun ue ur paprwsues 3upq [[Is sI1e s3uryoea)
JOo spuesnoyl ‘ISo[ Uadq aaey s3umyoes) seyppng ay1 jo
uorpiod 1eaid e s1eak puesnoyl oml 1se[ Y3 ul y3noyiy

"Aem dWIOS UT pajyauaq pue payldn a1om eurteyq 9y}
0} sIy3noy} II9Y) pawin} oym [[e pue ‘eulrey( Jo Apoq 1ea13
SIY} WO MeIp 0} 394 9I9M [[V "SLIOJJd pue UONBZI[Bl JI9Y)
[1IM PIOOOR UI S)NSAI PIAIIYOE pue SaNI[Iqe I8y} 0} SUIpIod
-0e poojsiapun 3uyoes) seyppng 9yl presy oym [[y ‘sdur
-yoes] 9y} JO 1Yousaq WnwWIXew Y} ureyqo pnod s3uraq [e
72y} OS ‘SULIOJ JUSISJJIP 991y} UI JUSWIUIIYSI[US JO SPI3s 3y}
parued eyppng ay3 ‘sSurwing, sa1yJ, 9yl ysnoayy ‘snyj,

‘sguryoeal ay1 Jo Surueaw a3y} jo
sisAeue a19[dwod 1sowr 3y} apraoad Aay) 10] ‘eyejideurreyp
-Iyqy ayr aziseydue Surwiny, piryl aYy) jo sduryoesl ayy
pue {Qypeuwes jo juawdo[asap punojoid jsouwr ay3 Sun.aoddns

"OLTII ‘uois-ng

suwifear-edeu (a19]duroo) sasxaa 000‘00 I
eyrweredeufelq

seaap ay3 jo Sury $9SI9A UOI[[IUI Ud}
eyrweredeufelq

seareypuesd jo Sury S9SI9A UOI[Iq |

eyrweredeufeiq
SUI[edI-eASp umnyq-eugpesefreyepy
wreay enng

suIeay Iyl Ul PAAIISIL] Senng

€21 Sunung payJ ay1 Jo sSuyovay

‘eyeirdenng a3 aziseydws 3urwiny, puodag 3y} Jo s3uryoeay
oYy ‘eonpeid pue Apmys 10 uonepunoj 9y ‘eyeirdeleurp
oyy oaziseydwo Surmumg, ISI] 9yl jo s3uryoes} eurreyp
-IYyqy pue ‘enng ‘eleulp a9yl ‘eapjesiypod 9yl Iog ‘s3ur
-(oed} Jo SuonoI[[0d Jo ‘seyeild saxy) oy} jo suo Furziseyd
-9 Se pamala 9q ued  Jumwing, yoes jey) surefdxs syododury
wolpng rejoyds ewIUIAN JYJ, ‘spIom seyppng 9Yi jo [[e
ur juasaid A[MJ st eurreyq dYJ, :19mof Jo 19y31y jo 1deouod
ou SI 219y} ‘s3urwing, aaxyJ, ay3 jo sduryoesy ay1 Suoury

"saInsear) d[qelawnuul Yyim pajy
Q[ oYM pIom e ojul suriojsuen omod siy Aq eyppng
Y1 YoIym ‘9A0In) seldf SI enns-eyndaepuery Yyl Ioj 3upn
-19s 9y, ‘Surpuejsiopun sty suadasp rey) 3uryoes) e jredur
yoes oym ‘seanjesrypogq 1ea1d Jo SILIas & 0] BUBPNS YINOA 3y}
Jo a8ewra3[id ay3 Jo A1o3aqfe reonsod e ur yred eapesiypog
oy} pessaidxs eyppng 9yl ‘(v¥ AN) eIins-eyniaepuern)y ayi
uj *s38uraq [[e 01 AOIAISS JO SIUITIRJI[ S1eJIPap O} eanesiypog
9} So[qeud Jeyl suesW [NJ[[S pue WOPSIM JO UOIUn Y3
ul 3uneurwI[no ‘Ixau dY} O} A[[eInjeu spes| pue UOIezI[eal
pue sonoeld ayeridordde ue sey a8els yoey "SuoIdal Terfrua
-ejun y3noay) apmn3 e apmoad sagers ual oY1 IUSWUNYIIuU
0} I3[PABI} 9y} SILLIBD Jey} jeoq ayj} 3| aIe seywered oy
searoy M\ ‘yred eanesiypog ay1 Jo ‘sade)s 1o ‘stuunyq usi 3y}
PAqLIOsSp eYppng oYi ‘(vv dN) enus-eyrunyqeseq ay3 ug

"adueyd jo ainjeu

oy} A[erewni[n pue ‘A)[eUON}OdIIP SAUTULIIIRP YOoIym ‘uorioe

9Y3 JO an[eA 3y} YSTUTWIP JOU S0P SIsIxa Aprewnin 109(qns
Jou 153(qo Ioy3}1au Jey} UONRZI[eal Y], "Wy} 1Jaudq O} eAljes
-IJpog OU pue pajyausq 3q 0} s3ulaq Ou dIe 1Y) ‘A[rewt
-nn ey} dreme Ay ‘Suryifue uo jpswiy Suiseq NOYIM,,
s108 eAnesypog 9yl snyJ, ‘SI9Yl0 O} JJue]SISSe [eal Jo 3q
pue suonodjrad xis a9y Apoquis eapjesiypog Sy} ued uoroe
pue 1ySnoy} [[e Jo UOIIepuUNO} 3y} SIW0IIq ‘pajeldajul pue
paziewiaiul ‘Surpue)sIopun sy} Usym A[UQ 'SMIIA OLIUD
-089 Jo sonpIsal [[e SA0WAI pue IY3Noy} Jo sapoul dnsifenp
y3noay} o o3 Aressaosu ‘ejefuns jo Surpuelsiopun a3od
-wod sdo[aAsp eanesIypog 9y ‘suorioajrad ay3 Suronoeld

uoywPAy Jo sasvyd 24yl Tl

17




(urwogexpue)) VYYIVASIS—

«YHEd 341 Jo sy3dap St ur [amp oym

asoy) 10j ssawjrep oy} Sursaadsip

‘Swiopelp sedeu a3y} Ul spuowrerp sy} ayI| st Suryoeax, oy
‘sedeu papooy ay31 Aq 0usISA YIM paje[dwaiuo))
"ALIng Jo yied ay) smoys i

‘S[quonasapul pue aunqng

‘Tomal snoraid e o1y st Sumyoeay, oy,

‘uonod9joad s edeu
9} Jopun urewal s3uTyoes) [EUONIPPY ‘W[eal uewny oY)
01 1Yy3no1q usaq Jouts aaey ‘eyrureredeufeld o3 jo suontod
S YIIYMm JO SWIOS ‘SUOTIEIO0] JSYI0 UT USAIS sSuryoes) oy jo
urel10 pajoajord osye sedeu Jeaid oy [, “urel Jurureiqo 1oy sio
-Kead (S€z 'vEz AN) sexns-ey3aweyepy om) pue ‘pooyeyppng
Surureiqo jo suesw sy uo uonsenb seidejeaeuy o) Ioms
-ue. ur 3uryoes) e ‘(91 AN) eyodidired-efereSeuridereseuy
9y} ‘SeuLreyp Inoj 9y} pue J0ULISIXd JO aInjeu ay} uo sJur
-4oea} ‘(ss1-+ST AN) senns-gyooidired-eferedeuetedeg om)
'Senns yons aay soaresard IndsS - eyq ayg, ‘sSureq [nyromod
959U} JO Jyauaq ay) JoJ s3uryoes) saed oy aroym ‘sedeu oy
jo 3un] ‘eredes jo soefed oy 01 Juam os[e eyppng SYL

"USABOH BSUILIISBARI],
oY1 JO SeAdp JY} Jo 9poqe IY) ‘MIS I U0 UsAIS sem
‘Surnuin, pary L, 9y3 jo 3uryoes) e ‘exns-eyesure)eAy SAISUIXS
SYL Yiesp JO awl) Y} Je purw JY} JO3IIp 0} moy uo Fur
-4oes) e ‘(zz1 AN) eueulededly oY) pue (011 AN) eyniaeueyn
Y3 ‘uLIoy Jo weas 9y} ‘meypedny syi ur usaesy 1saysy oy}
‘UaAedH eYISIUEYY S} UT USAIS aIom selng om) 1se9[ 1y

"SSaUSNOIISUO0D JO s[aAd] pado
-[oA9p A[U3rY yimm pajeroosse are suieal asay) ur sSuryoes;
snyL ‘ypeuwres punojoid jo uonodjad oyl ySnoxy) sioLr
-Ieq 3say} pudosure) 0} d[qissod sem 11 ‘Umo I19Y1 uey]) suefd
I9Y31Y e U0 SWI[Eal $SI00E A[[BULIOU JOU P[NOd IYI[e SeAdp
pue suewmny y3noyy[y ‘ediapnquie SpIsino Sweal ur usArd
s1om s3uryoes) Surwiny, pIyL pue puodds 3y} jo Auepy

Szl Bunwuny payg ayi Jo sSunyovaf

"OLT~69T ‘II ‘uois-ng

1SO[ Jopureurax uﬁoﬂmmﬁ@ jou uejaqiy, ojui uone[suer,

x19[durodur

«101deyo |
»13[duwodur
xo1[duwodur

01-1
SUOISIAIp G
s191deyo mag
00€°1

009°¢

oY

09

(14

Sururewax

eyooidued-eyqiedeipue)

«d191dwosur

$9S19A 00001

¢

¢sardoy 0o1-1

¢

38194 000°001
SOSIIA 000°ZT

S3SI9A 000‘9¢

s1a1deyd 000001

s1a1deyo 000001

s1a1deyd 000001
[euwiduo

ewedypeyeiy
mEmwcmSm
euesedniiiwg
BUBAIIN
ewedeyLrenoly
elenypewres
m:wo&msmi
eyniseueyn
eIgjeARYURT]
eYesuweleAy
eAeweseyey
einyeuey

:1s0] A[renreq

epueuy JO enng

ededsey Jo enng

enns-nnon

eyooidured-euelepp)

eIInS-eypueys-eyyng

:3s0] A[a391duro)

euLIRYpRYppPNg 9Y} JO siIed 10T

uoyvaAdy Jo sasvyd 324yl 7l

18




\
i
|
|

OANOL-SHTIONY SOT
TYNOILVNYHLNI $M004 1SIHAdng

19

‘d'yd VOVNIISLVIW VIDOITV
‘d'yd VOVNINISLVIW NVODIVd

A4

4DV OILVYDOLSNMV FHL
I "TOA |
INSTHAQAdN4d dSANVdVI

10
NOILLVANNOA




,’9Uo sI e pue [fe st
U0 3, IO SEWIELYP Y3 [[E SUIEIUOD EwWIeyp duo Jeyd ddouud

ap jo Sumpesy oyy, ~owmnoop Juneouuad-re, * Sumenouod
&, .wuu.tom. ¢ appdwod, o Juruesw A@Q:& POy puncy
*2ATIEIUIS

~o1dax isowx st oy vapsiiay YT, “(nys) Kepy S[PPIA o 3E
Suanre Aqreuy pue (33) Arezoduwroy g 03 (1) ssoundurg woxy
urssar8oad ‘Apounstp 10 Apreredos (mys pue 2y ‘ny) repuol
JO STIND 331G 93 SMIIA BANESIYPOQ I, ‘SEANSIYpOq Iouod
-ns 03 [ewads pue euekeyey omg (odyyaq) auupoq puysiq
"A103530 st Jo aanerussardor 1sow st vugns pysw

-vwdpulviq oy ], “eugkByep JO SUIOP ATEITOWIS® UE OS[E PUE
SIIYIA 3213 Y3 03 uowrwoy) *(oASnsy) 1]V 07 uowwor) ausipocy
‘pypdups 3O U103 JOLISJUI UE TIIO] 135 IBI SYIOM Pare[ol

pue saxmduos euekeury] 10 (04y02) svavitg aasy ] ays Jo auupocy

(®

*(0y29) sSurqoes) oY3 JO JIMIEW ITY) O3 3I¥21 SIULIIOP INOJ IXU AT,

“Apuazogip

SpueIsIopun goes ‘30y3od03 Suruaisy a1e Loy3 areme o1e s19189Y
o y3noqie 104 ‘[eonskwi-uoN (ofnf) auupoqq anumasapur
"SPOTIOWI 3533 JO INOJ

[[e spusdsuen smO 9 jo dwiy, Iy ‘sporad oy 81y o
03 5[qeoridde o1e Juimo[[oj 9y pur PoOTEOW S, “IUO[E O3
payoeaxd Zuiaq st 9y $s24919q yoed pue 19mod s eyppng o 4q
JIMRO [YIBI WOIJ PI[EIIUOD UIJYO IIE SIDIEIY Y3 JUTS IUIIII)
-opui pue [eousAuwr |iog (nsnwiy) aurpo(y anuruiiarapur A
‘opupipdpufviq pue sopndi g

‘Jred 199 jo oumy, -ySnows 12doop ojul s191edY ST onp
-u1 03 pdpdn snourea sosn eyppng o], “(492) aumpo [onpvio)
“vypsuivIpal S JO UL,

o 03 jusreambs st siqy, *(rdpdn) oousrpne oy 01 wonerdepe
NOWIIM PIAISOUOD SBY O JEYM SIYIES) EUYPPNG O UYM
posn popowr Junenosuad pue 10311p Y, *(407) aunpo uappns

(e

:(odysysi¥ay) Sumpoeard wm
PazZI[un poypaur 33 03 FUIPI0IIE PIYISSE[D dIE SIULIDOP INOJ IST YT,
sSuyma ], 1y

€SI NOISNIWIAd MIN V 40 INTIWJOTIATA ‘WSIHAANG NVIIH

“TOnOUnSIP INOYIIM
[pIEd 210U JYI SIBUIUIM[[L YITym ‘moou y3rg Ie uns Y3 03
a[qeredwoy) *smjoT S UT PIPN[OUI 10U 35O 10 JuStruNYIruy
Jo 9omos pue s3urgoea) snotas1d I3 JO JWNSIT B S PIAIIS pjHS
pUpAiN S, “smoT I Jo sBurmes 109513d 9 03 seYeAel§ I
pes] 03 sem sporrad 9AT 25313 JO 2A109{qO SrEWMN YT, IPIYIA
U0 ojur (eAnesmpog puE eyppng eY2Aleld ‘eYeARIS) SOPRPPA
s a3 jo Bumpesy Arerodwal o Jupiun eyppng o £q
1y3ne3 sumoop awa1dns Y3 3q 03 PIISPISUOD SEM DUKS SHIOT
Y1, “soung vilpasyupdpyvy pue vyLvpindouksypprg o jo ounty, (9
“ure oI 1e ums 3 03 d[qeredwo)) -paziseyd
-3 sem produps JO SULIOOP Y USYM ‘prupipdpulvsg jo owmy, (p
“[ESUE § JUOW Y3 JO SUI A
“ure g 3e uns a3 03 s[qeredwo)) ‘paydeaid a1om vipapUrT
PUE pSapitu 113pjouis,| 9 S UONS Senng “eUeAEyEy O3 PIlIdA
-uod> srem sstuedewip] o usym ‘vdjmdwq o jo oy (o
‘suofue> pue
sk3[Tea 3samof a1 sayeuTurnyq 38y 3utod e 3e uns oy T, “euekeyeiy
103 sopdwstp oy 21edaad 03 sem sSumgoear s jo asodind oy
90UIS UODOEINE, 10  JUSWIIONPUI JO WD I3 SE UMOUY OS[e
sem sTUY, “sodpyN o paypeald of woym ‘sed 199 Jo swny, (q
o'Sead ureyumow
159431y o3 ATuo yonoy skex asoym ‘umep e uns 3 03 J[qered
-wo)) 'so[dwstp STy Aq PoOISIIPUN 3q O3 J[qeun SEM INg JUSW
-uayy3ruy sy jo 20usssd 93 Sney oy uoym ‘eyppng AP Jo
YUy SIu Y3 193e A[PIEIpawwL ‘pypsuivwal; A Jo sumy, (e
spouad ans]
:samawrea Y310 oyul saAfeswap s3urgoesy oy pue spouad [eordo]
-OUOIYD 9AY OJUT BYPPN [ILOISTY 3 JO SIVIANOE PUE ] Y3 PIPIATP
3 Jeqp ur anbrun JEYMOWOS SEA UODEIGISSE]D SI|Y, 31935 [EPUI], 33 JO
uontsod [eorqdosoqmyd o a3euSisap 03 s3urgoess Ismyppng jo yuswdopea
-5p 913 JO UOREDTISSE]D € PAjeaDd [-qrq)) ‘UonIpen eueAeqey 93 O

s8umpea], jo womeogIssey ¥
*soxmduds Aoy se s1xa) ISIyppng
fie pazrudooar Ao ‘sSumpoesy, 1qdig pue Spousd SAL] 93 JO JULDOOP

Al 49LdVHD ZS1

20



OUTLINE OF THE DIAMOND SUTRA

From Buddhist Wisdom Books
Containing The Diamond Sutra And The Heart Sutra
Translated and Explained by Edward Conze

1) Introduction
A) The Convocation of the Assembly (1)
B) Subhuti makes a request (2)

) The Bodhisattva's Career

A) The Vow of a Bodhisattva (3)

B) The Practice of the Perfections (4)

C) Buddhahood and the thirty-two Marks (5)

D) Buddhahood and the Dharmabody
1) The Dharmabody as the body of teachings (6)
2) The Dharmabody as the result of Gnosis (7)
3) The Dharmabody as the result of Merit (8)

lll) The range of the spiritual life
A) The four Great Saints (9)
B) The Bodhisattva's thought of enlightenment (10a)
C) The Bodhisattva and his Pure Land (10b)
D) The Bodhisattva's final Nirvana (10C)
E) The merit derived from Perfect Wisdom (11, 12)

IV) The first ending (13a)

V) Transcendentality
A) The dialectical nature of reality (13a-d)
B) The supreme excellence of this teaching (13e-14d)
C) Selfless patience and perfect inner freedom (14e)
D) The existence and non-existence of beings (14f)
E) Truth and falsehood (14g)
F) The merit acquired, its presuppositions and results (14h-16c)

VI) The Bodhisattvas
A) The Bodhisattva's Vow (17a)
B) His state of mind when he met Dipankara (17b)
C) The Bodhisattva at the end of his career (17c-e)
D) The Bodhisattva's attitude to his tasks (17f-h)
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VII)The Buddhas
A) The Buddha's Five Eyes (18a)
B) The Buddha's super knowledge of others' thoughts (18b)
C) The Buddha's Merit is no Merit (19)
D) The Buddha's physical body (20)
E) The Buddha's teaching (2I)
F) The Buddha's Dharma (22, 23)
G) Once more about the Buddha's Merit (24)
H) The Buddha as a saviour, and the nature of emancipation (25)
[) The true nature of a Buddha (26)
J) The effectiveness of meritorious deeds (27-29)

VIIl) Advice to the imperfect
A) The material world (30)
B) Views and attitudes (31)
C) The key to supreme knowledge (32a)

IX) The second conclusion (32b)
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Chapter XXXI

DHARMODGATA

1. THE COMING AND GOING OF THE TATHAGATAS

Dharmodgata: Tathagatas certainly do not come from anywhere, nor
do they go anywhere, Because Suchness does not move, and the Tathagata
is Suchness. Non-production does not come nor go, and the Tathagata is
non-production. One cannot conceive of the coming or going of the reali-
ty-limit, and the Tathagata is the reality-limit. The same can be said of
emptiness, of what exists in accordance with fact,of dispassion, of stop-
ping, of the element of space. For the Tathagata is not outside these
dharmas. The Suchness of these dharmas and the Suchness of all dharmas,
and the Suchness of the Tathagata are simply this one single Suchness.
There is no division within Suchness. Just simply one single is this Such-
ness, not two, nor three. Suchness has passed beyond counting, because it
is not. A man, scorched by the heat of the summer, during the last month
of summer [513], at noon might see a mirage floating along, and might
run towards it, and think ‘there | shall find some water, there | shall find
something to drink.” What do you think, son of good family, has that
water come from anywhere, or does that water go anywhere, to the East-
ern great ocean, or the Southern, Northern or Western?

Sadaprarudita: No water exists in the mirage. How could its coming or
going be conceived? That man again is foolish and stupid if, on seeing the
mirage, he forms the idea of water where there is no water. Water in its
own being certainly does not exist in that mirage.

Dharmodgata: Equally foolish are all those who adhere to the Tatha-
gata through form and sound, and who in consequence imagine the coming
or going of a Tathagata. For a Tathagata cannot be seen from his form-
body. The Dharma-bodies are the Tathagatas and the real nature of dhar-
mas does not come or go. There is no coming or going of the body of an
elephant, horse, chariot or foot-soldier, which has been conjured up by a
magician. Just so there is neither coming nor going of the Tathagatas. A
sleeping man might in his dreams see one Tathagata, or two, or three, or
up to one thousand, or still more [514]. On waking up he would, how-
ever, no longer see even one single Tathagata. What do you think, son of
good family, have these Tathagatas come from anywhere, or gone to any-
where?

Sadaprarudita: One cannot conceive that in that dream any dharma at
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292 THE PERFECTION OF WISDOM

all had the status of a full and perfect reality, for the dream was deceptive.

Dharmodgata: Just so the Tathagata has taught that all dharmas are
like a dream. All those who do not wisely know all dharmas as they really
are, i.e. as like a dream, as the Tathagata has pointed out, they adhere to
the Tathagatas through their name-body and their form-body, and in con-
sequence they imagine that the Tathagatas come and go. Those who in
their ignorance of the true nature of dharmas imagine a coming or going of
the Tathagatas, they are just foolish common people, at all times they
belong to birth-and-death with its six places of rebirth, and they are far
from the perfection of wisdom, far away from the dharmas of a Buddha.
On the contrary, however, those who know as they really are ail dharmas
as like a dream, in agreement with the teaching of the Tathagata, they do
not imagine the coming or going of any dharma, nor its production or
stopping. They wisely know the Tathagata in his true nature, and they do
not imagine a coming or going of the Tathagatas. And those who wisely
know this true nature of a Tathagata, they course near to full enlighten-
ment and they course in the perfection of wisdom. These disciples of the
Lord do not consume their alms fruitlessly, [515] and they are worthy of
the world’s gifts. The gems which are in the great ocean do not come from
any place in the East, or West, or in any other of the ten directions, but
they owe their existence to the wholesome roots of beings. They are not
produced without cause. And when, dependent on cause, condition and
reason, these gems have been coproduced and stopped by conditions, they
do not pass on to any place anywhere in the world in any of the ten
directions. And nevertheless, when those conditions exist, the gems are
augmented; when those conditions are absent, no augmentation takes
place. Just so the perfect body of the Tathagatas has not come from any
place anywhere in the ten directions, and it does not go to any place
anywhere in the world with its ten directions. But the body of the Bud-
dhas and Lords is not without cause. [t has been brought to perfection by
their conduct in the past, and it has been produced dependent on causes
and conditions, coproduced by subsidiary conditions, produced as a result
of karma done in the past. It is, however, not in any place anywhere in the
world with its ten directions. But when those conditions exist, the accom-
plishment of the body takes place; when those conditions are absent, the
accomplishment of the body becomes incanceivable. When the sound of a
boogharp is being produced, it does not come from anywhere. When it is
stopped, it does not go anywhere, nor does it pass on to anywhere. But it
has been produced conditioned by the totality of its causes and condi-
tions,—namely the boat-shaped hollow body of the harp, the parchment
sounding board, the strings, the hollow arm of the boogharp, the bindings,
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the plectrum, the person who plays it, and his exertions. [516] In that
way this sound comes forth from the boogharp, dependent on causes,
dependent on conditions. And yet that sound does not come forth from
that hollow body of the harp, nor from the parchment sounding board,
nor from the strings, nor from the hollow arm, nor from the bindings, nor
from the plectrum, nor from the person who plays it, nor from his exer-
tions, It is just the combination of all of them that makes the sound
conceivable. And when it is stopped, the sound also does not go anywhere.
Just so the perfect body of the Buddhas and Lords is dependent on causes,
dependent on conditions, and it has been brought to perfection through
exertions which have led to many wholesome roots. But the augmenting of
the Buddha-body does not result from one single cause, nor from one
single condition, nor from one single wholcsome root. And it is also not
without cause. It has been coproduced by a totality of many causes and
conditions, but it does not come from anywhere. And when the totality of
causes and conditions has ceased to be, then it does not go to anywhere. It
is thus that you should view the coming and going of those Tathagatas,
and that you should conform to the true nature of all dharmas. And it is
just because you will wisely know that the Tathagatas, and also all dhar-
mas, are neither produced nor stopped, that you shall become fixed on full
enlightenment, and that you shall definitely course in the perfection of
wisdom and in skill in means.

When this disquisition on the fact that the Tathagatas neither come
nor go had been taught, the earth and the entire great trichiliocosm shook
in six ways, it stirred, quaked, was agitated, resounded and rumbled. And
all the realms of Mara were stirred up anhd discomfited. All the grasses,
shrubs, herbs and trees in the great trichiliocosm bent in the direction of
the Bodhisattva Dharmodgata, [517] Flowers came up out of season.
From high up in the air a great rain of flowers came down. And Shakra,
Chief of Gods, and the Four Great Kings scattered and poured heavenly
sandalwood powder and heavenly flowers over the Bodhisattva Dharmod-
gata, and said: “Well spoken, son of good family. Through your might we
have heard a sermon which has issued from ultimate reality, which is
contrary to the whole world, and which gives no ground to any of those
beings who are established in any of the views which involve the assump-
tion of an individuality, or who have settled down in any of the views
which assume the existence of something that is not.”

Sadaprarudita then asked Dharmodgata: “What is the cause, what is
the reason why this great earthquake is manifested in the world?”

Dharmodgata: In consequence of your asking for this disquisition on
the not-coming and not-going of the Tathagatas, and through my exposi-

34



294 THE PERFECTION OF WISDOM

tion of it, eight thousand living beings have acquired the patient accept-
ance of dharmas which fail to be produced, eighty niyutas of living beings
have raised their hearts to full enlightenment, and of sixty-four thousand
living beings has the dispassionate, unstained dharma-eye been purified for
the vision of dharmas, :

2. SADAPRARUDITA’S SELF-SACRIFICE

The Bodhisattva Sadaprarudita then had a supreme, a most sublime
feeling of zest and joy: “It is a gain to me, a very great gain that, by asking
for the perfection of wisdom and for this disquisition, | have wrought the
weal of so many beings. [518] That alone should bring me merit sufficient
for the accomplishment of full enlightenment. Unquestionably | shall be-
come a Tathagata.” In his zest and joy he rose seven palm trees high into
the air, and, standing at the height of seven palm trees, he reflected: “How
can |}, standing here in the air, do honour to the Bodhisattva Dharmod-
gata?” Sakra, Chief of Gods, saw him, read his thoughts, presented him
with heavenly Mandarava flowers, and said to him: “Honour the Bodhisat-
tva Dharmodgata with these heavenly flowers! For we feel that we should
honour the man who helped you. Today your might has wrought the weal
of many thousands of living beings. Rare are the beings who, like you,
have the strength, for the sake of all beings through countless aeons to
bear the great burden,”

The Bodhisattva Sedaprarudita then took the Mandarava flowers from
Sakra, Chief of Gads, and scattered them over the Bodhisattva Dharmod-
gata, He presented the Bodhisattva Dharmodgata with his own body, and
said to him: “l give you myself as a present, and | shall be your attendant
and servant from today onwards.” And with folded hands he stood before
Dharmodgata, [519] The merchant’s daughter and her five hundred maid-
ens then said to the Bodhisattva Sadaprarudita: “We in our turn make a
present of ourselves to you, son of good family. Through this wholesome
root we also shall become recipients of just those dharmas, and together
with you we shall again and again honour and revere the Buddhas and
Lords, and the Bodhisattvas, and we shall remain near to you.” Sadapra-
rudita replied: “If you, maidens, in imitation of my own earnest intention,
give yourselves with earnest intentions to me, then | will accept you.” The
maidens replied: “We imitate you, and with earnest resolution we give
ourselves as presents to you, to do with us as you will.”” Thereupon the
Bodhisattva Sadaprarudita presented the merchant’s daughter and her five
hundred maidens, embellished and adarned, together with their five hun-
dred well-decorated carriages, to the Bodhisattva Dharmodgata, and said:
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“All these | present to you as attendants and servants, and also the car-
riages for your own use.” Sakra, Chief of Gods, applauded him and said:
“Well done, son of good family! A Bodhisattva must renounce all his prop-
erty. Through that thought of renunciation he soon wins full enlight-
enment, and the worship he pays thus to the preachers of dharma enables
him to hear about the perfection of wisdom and skill in means. [520] Also
in the past the Tathagatas, when they still were Bodhisattvas, have, by the
fact that they renounced everything, procured a claim to full enlighten-
ment; and they also have asked questions about perfect wisdom and about
skill in means.” The Bodhisattva Dharmodgata accepted Sadaprarudita’s
gift, so that his wholesome root might reach fulfilment, Immediately after-
wards he returned it to Sadaprarudita. After that, the Bodhisattva Dhar-
modgata went into his house. The sun was about to set.

The Bodhisattva Sadaprarudita then thought to himself: It would
not indeed be seemly for me, who have come here out of love for dharma,
to sit or to lie down. | will remain either standing or walking, until the
time when the Bodhisattva Dharmodgata shall again come out of his
house, in order to reveal dharma to us.”

The Bodhisattva Dharmodgata then remained for seven years im-
mersed in one uninterrupted state of trance, and he dwelt in countless
thousands of concentrations, peculiar to Bodhisattvas, issued from perfec-
tion of wisdom and skill in means. For seven years Sadaprarudita never
adopted any other posture than the two just mentioned, and he did not
fall into sloth and torpor. For seven years he never felt any preoccupation
with sense desires, or with ill will, or with harming others, he never felt
any eagerness for tastes, nor any self-satisfaction. But he thought: “When
then will the Bodhisattva Dharmodgata emerge from his trance, [521] so
that we may spread out a seat for him, whereon he may demonstrate
dharma, and so that we may sprinkle well the place where he will reveal
the perfection of wisdom and skill in means, anoint it well and bedeck it
with manifold flowers?” And the merchant’s daughter with her five hun-
dred maidens followed his example, passed their time in two postures
only, and imitated all his works.

One day the Bodhisattva Sadaprarudita heard a Aeavenfy voice which
said: “‘On the seventh day from today the Bodhisattva Dharmodgata will
emerge from his trance, and he will then, seated in the center of the town,
demonstrate dharma.” When Sadaprarudita heard the heavenly voice, he
was contented, elated, joyous, overjoyed and jubilant. Together with the
merchant’s daughter and her five hundred maidens he cleansed the ground,
spread out the seat made of the seven precious things, took off his upper
garment, and spread it on top of the seat. The maidens also took off their
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upper garments, spread their five hundred upper garments on that seat,
and thought: *Seated on that seat will the Bodhisattva Dharmodgata
demonstrate dharma.” [522] And they also were contented, elated, joy-
ous, overjoyed and jubilant.

When the Bodhisattva Sadaprarudita wanted to sprinkle the ground he
could not find any water, though he searched all round. For Mara, the Evil
One, had hidden all the water. And he did this so that Sadaprarudita, if he
could not find any water, should become depressed and sad, or change his
mind, with the result that his wholesome root would vanish, or the fervour
of this worship be dimmed. The Bodhisattva Sadaprarudita then thought
to himself: “Let me pierce my own body, and sprinkle the ground with
my blood. The ground is full of rising dust, and | fear that some of it may
fall on the body of the Bodhisattva Dharmodgata. What else can | do with
this body which is of necessity doomed to break up? Better surely that
this my body should be destroyed by such an action rather than by an
ineffectual one. For the sake of sense pleasures, as a result of sense plea-
sures many thousands of frames of mine have again and again, while |
wandered in birth-and-death, been broken up, but never in conditions as
favourable as these, never for the sake of gaining the good law, If they
must once more be broken up, let them in any case be broken up in a holy
cause.”” He [523] then took a sharp sword, pierced his body on every side,
and everywhere sprinkled that piece of ground with his own blood. The
merchant’s daughter with her five hundred maidens followed his example,
and did as he did. But there was no alteration of thought in either the
Bodhisattva Sadaprarudita, or in all those maidens, which would have
given Mara, the Evil One, a chance of entering in order to obstruct their
wholesome roots.

Sakra, chief of Gods, then thought to himself: “It is wonderful how
much this Bodhisattva Sadaprarudita loves dharma, how firm is his sense
of obligation, how great the armour he has put on, and how he disregards
his body, his life, and his pleasures, and how resolutely he has set out with
the goal of knowing full enlightenment, in his desire to ‘set free all beings
from the measureless sufferings of birth-and-death, after he has known full
enlightenment.” Sakra then changed by magic all that blood into heavenly
sandalwood water. And all round that piece of ground, for one hundred
leagues, an inconceivably sublime scent, the scent of that heavenly sandal-
wood water, filled the air. And Sakra said to Sadaprarudita: “Well done,
son of good family! | applaud your inconceivable vigour, your supreme
love and search for dharma. The Tathagatas in the past [524] also have
procured the right to full enlightenment through this kind of earnest inten-
tion, vigour, and love for dharma.”
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The Bodhisattva Sadaprarudita then thought to himself: “I have
spread out the seat for the Bodhisattva Dharmodgata, and | have well
swept and sprinkled this piece of ground. Now | must still get flowers with
which to cover this piece of ground, and to scatter over the Bodhisatlva
Dharmodgata when he demonstrates dharma.” Sakra then said to Sadapra-
rudita: ““Accept these heavenly Mandarava flowers for that twofold pur-
pose!” And he presented him with a thousand heavenly Khara measures of
heavenly flowers. And the Bodhisattva Sadaprarudita accepted those
flowers, and used some of them to cover the piece of ground, and, later
on, he strewed others over the Bodhisattva Dharmodgata.

3. DHARMODGATA'’S DEMONSTRATION OF DHARMA

After the lapse of seven years the Bodhisattva Dharmodgata emerged
from his trance, went up to the seat spread out for him, sat down on it,
and, surrounded and attended by an assembly of many hundreds of thou-
sands, he demonstrated dharma. The moment the Bodhisattva Sadapra-
rudita [525] saw the Bodhisattva Dharmodgata, he was filled with that
kind of happiness which a monk feels when, with one-pointed attention,
he has obtained the first trance. And this is the demonstration of the
perfection of wisdom by the Bodhisattva Dharmodgata:

“The perfection of wisdom is self-identical, because all dharmas are
the same. Perfect wisdom is isolated because all dharmas are isolated.
Perfect wisdom is immobile because all dharmas are immobile. Perfect
wisdom is devoid of mental acts because all dharmas are devoid of mental
acts. Perfect wisdom is unbenumbed, because all dharmas are unbe-
numbed. Perfect wisdom has but one single taste because all dharmas have
one and the same taste. Perfect wisdom is boundless because all dharmas
are boundless. Perfect wisdom is non-production because all dharmas are
non-production, Perfect wisdom is non-stopping because all dharmas are
not stopped. As the firmament is boundless, so is perfect wisdom. As the
ocean is boundless, so is perfect wisdom. As Meru shines in multicoloured
brilliance, so does the perfection of wisdom. As the firmament is not
fashioned, so is perfect wisdom not fashioned. Perfect wisdom is bound-
less, because form, and the other skandhas are boundless. Perfect wisdom
is boundless because the element of earth, and the other elements, are
boundless. Perfect wisdom is self-identical, because the adamantine dhar-
ma is self-identical. Perfect wisdom is undifferentiated because all dharmas
are undifferentiated. The non-apprehension of perfect wisdom follows
from the non-apprehension of all dharmas. Perfect wisdom remains the
same whatever it may surpass because all dharmas remain the same what-
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ever they may surpass. [526] Perfect wisdom is powerless to act because
all dharmas are powerless to act. Perfect wisdom is unthinkable because all
dharmas are unthinkable.”

Thereupon on that occasion there was born in the Bodhisattva Sada-
prarudita the king of concentrations called *“the sameness of all dharmas,”
and, consequent on that, the concentrations called “isolation of all dhar-
mas,” “immobility of all dharmas,” “absence of all mental acts in all
dharmas,” “lack of numbness in all dharmas,” “the one taste of all dhar-
mas,” ‘“the boundlessness of all dharmas,” ‘‘the non-production of all
dharmas,” “the non-stopping of all dharmas,” “boundless like the firma-
ment,” ‘‘boundless like the ocean,” “brilliant and multicoloured like
Meru,” “not fashioned, like the firmament,” ““boundless like form, etc.,”
“boundless like the element of earth, etc.,” “adamantine,” “non-differen-
tiatedness of all dharmas,” “non-apprehension of all dharmas,” ‘‘sameness
of all dharmas whatever they may surpass,” “all dharmas are powerless to
act,” “all dharmas are unthinkable.” Beginning with these, the Bodhisattva
Sadaprarudita acquired six million concentration doors.
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Then Bodhisattva Gunakara' questioned the Bhagavan:
“Bhagavan, when you say ‘Bodhisattvas are wise with respect
to the character of phenomena; Bodhisattvas are wise with
respect to the character of phenomena,” Bhagavan, just how
are Bodhisattvas wise with respect to the character of phe-
nomena? For what reason does the Tathagata designate a
Bodhisattva as being wise with respect to the character of

phenomena?’

The Bhagavan replied to the Bodhisattva Gunakara:
“Gunakara, you are involved in [asking] this in order to benefit
many beings, to bring happiness to many beings, out of sym-
pathy for the world, and for the sake of the welfare, benefit,
and happiness of many beings, including gods and humans.
Your intention in questioning the Tathagata about this subject
is good! It is good! Therefore, Gunakara, listen well and I will
describe for you how [Bodhisattvas| are wise with respect to

the character of phenomena.

‘Gunakara, there are three characteristics of phenomena.
What are these three? They are the imputational character,
the other-dependent character, and the thoroughly estab-

lished character.

‘Gunakara, what is the imputational character of phenom-
ena?” It is that which is imputed as a name or symbol in terms
of the own-being or attributes of phenomena in order to sub-

sequently designate any convention whatsoever.

Q
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“Gunakara, what is the other-dependent character of phe-
nomena? It is simply the dependent origination of phenom-
ena. It is like this: Because this exists, that arises; because this
is produced, that is produced. It ranges from: ‘Due to the con-
dition of ignorance, compositional factors [arise], up to: ‘In

this way, the whole great assemblage of suffering arises.”

“Gunakara, what is the thoroughly established character of
phenomena? It is the suchness of phenomena. Through dili-
gence and through proper mental application, Bodhisattvas
establish realization and cultivate realization of [the thoroughly
established character|. Thus it is what establishes [all the

stages| up to unsurpassed, complete, perfect enlightenment.*

‘Gunakara, for example, the imputational character should
be viewed as being like the defects of clouded vision® in the
eyes of a person with clouded vision. Gunakara, for example,
the other-dependent character should be viewed as being
like the appearance of the manifestations of clouded vision in
that very [person], manifestations which appear as a net of
hairs, or as insects, or as sesame seeds; or as a blue manifesta-
tion, or a yellow manifestation, or a red manifestation, or a

white manifestation.

‘Gunakara, for example, the thoroughly established char-
acter should be viewed as being like the unerring objective
reference, the natural objective reference of the eyes when
that person’s eyes have become pure and free from the de-

fects of clouded vision.

1@,
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“Gunakara, for example, when a very clear crystal comes
in contact with the color blue, it then appears as a precious
gem, such as a sapphire or a mahanila.’ Further, by mistaking
itfor a precious gem such as a sapphire or amahanila, sentient

beings are deluded.

‘When it comes in contact with the color red, it then
appears as a precious gem such as a ruby and, by mistaking
it for a precious gem such as a ruby, sentient beings are de-
luded. When it comes in contact with the color green, it then
appears as a precious gem such as an emerald and, further, by
mistaking it for a precious gem such as an emerald, sentient
beings are deluded. When it comes in contact with the color
gold, it then appears as gold and, further, by mistaking it for
gold, sentient beings are deluded.

‘Gunakara, for example, you should see that in the same
way as a very clear crystal comes in contact with a color, the
other-dependent character comes in contact with the predis-
positions for conventional designations that are the imputa-
tional character. For example, in the same way as a very clear
crystal is mistaken for a precious substance such as a sap-
phire, a mahanila, a ruby, an emerald, or gold, see how the
other-dependent character is apprehended as the imputa-

tional character.

“Gunakara, for example, you should see that the other-
dependent nature is like that of very clear crystal. For exam-

ple, a clear crystal is not thoroughly established in permanent,

@
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permanent time or in everlasting, everlasting time as having
the character of a precious substance like a sapphire, a maha-
nila, aruby, an emerald, or gold, and is without the natures [of

such things].

‘In the same way, you should see that since the other-
dependent character is not thoroughly established in perma-
nent, permanent time, or in everlasting, everlasting time as
being the imputational character, and is without its nature, it

is the thoroughly established character.

‘Gunakara, in dependence upon names that are con-
nected with signs, the imputational character is known. In
dependence upon strongly adhering to the other-dependent
character as being the imputational character, the other-
dependent character is known. In dependence upon absence

of strong adherence to the other-dependent character as

A being the imputational character, the thoroughly established

character is known.”

‘Gunakara, when Bodhisattvas know the imputational
character as it really is with respect to the other-dependent
character of phenomena, then they know characterless phe-

nomena as they really are.

‘Gunakara, when Bodhisattvas know the other-dependent
character as it really is, then they know the phenomena of

afflicted character as they really are.

Q
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“Gunakara, when Bodhisattvas know the thoroughly estab-
lished character as it really is, then they know the phenomena

of purified character as they really are.

“‘Gunakara, when Bodhisattvas know characterless phe-
nomena as they really are with respect to the other-dependent
character, then they completely abandon phenomena of
afflicted character. When they have completely abandoned
phenomena of afflicted character, they realize phenomena of

purified character.

“Therefore, Gunakara, Bodhisattvas know the imputa-
tional character of phenomena, the other-dependent charac-
ter, and the thoroughly established character of phenomena
as they really are. Once they know characterlessness, the
thoroughly afflicted character, and the purified character as
they really are, then they know characterless phenomena as
they really are. They completely abandon the phenomena of
afflicted character, and when they have completely aban-
doned phenomena of afflicted character, then they realize

phenomena of purified character.

“This is how Bodhisattvas are wise with respect to the
character of phenomena. When the Tathagata designates
Bodhisattvas as being wise with respect to the character of

phenomena, he designates them as such for this very reason.”

Then the Bhagavan spoke these verses:

@}
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“When one knows characterless phenomena,
one abandons phenomena of afflicted character.
When one abandons phenomena of afflicted character,

one attains phenomena of pure character.

“Heedless beings, overcome by faults and lazy,
do not consider the faults of compounded phenomena.
Weak regarding stable and fluctuating phenomena,

they are objects of compassion.”

This completes the sixth chapter of Gunakara.

Q
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Then Bodhisattva Paramarthasamudgata' questioned the
Bhagavan: “Bhagavan, when I was in seclusion there arose
this thought: ‘The Bhagavan has spoken in many ways of the
own-character of the aggregates and further spoken of their
character of production, their character of disintegration, and
their abandonment and realization. Just as he has spoken of
the aggregates, he has also spoken of the sense spheres, de-

pendent origination, and the sustenances.

i«

The Bhagavan has also spoken in many ways of the [own-]
character of the [four] truths and further spoken of the reali-
zation [of suffering], abandonment [of the source of suffering],
actualization [of the cessation of suffering], and meditative cul-

tivation [of the path|.

1

The Bhagavan has also spoken in many ways of the own-
character of the constituents and has further spoken of the
various constituents, the manifold constituents, and of their

abandonment and realization.

(0

The Bhagavan has also spoken in many ways of the own-
character of the mindful establishments and further spoken
of their discordances and antidotes, their meditative cultiva-
tion, the production of [the mindful establishments| that have
not yet arisen, the abiding of those that have arisen, their non-

forgetting, continued arising, increasing, and extending.

“Just as he spoke of the mindful establishments, he has also

spoken of the correct abandonings, the bases of magical

Q
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abilities, the powers, the forces, and the branches of enlight-
enment. The Bhagavan has also spoken in many ways of the
own-character of the eight branches of the path of the Aryas
and further spoken of their discordances and antidotes, their
meditative cultivation, the production of those that have not
yet arisen, the abiding of those that have arisen, their non-

forgetting, continued arising, increasing, and extending.

(¢

The Bhagavan has also said that all phenomena lack own-
being, that all phenomena are unproduced, unceasing, quies-

cent from the start, and naturally in a state of nirvana.’

“Then I thought, ‘Of what was the Bhagavan thinking when
he said, “All phenomena lack own-being; all phenomena are
unproduced, unceasing, quiescent from the start, and natu-

rally in a state of nirvana?”

“Why was the Bhagavan thinking, “All phenomena lack
own-being; all phenomena are unproduced, unceasing, qui-
escent from the start, and naturally in a state of nirvana?”’ I ask

the Bhagavan the meaning of this.”

The Bhagavan replied to Bodhisattva Paramarthasamudgata:
‘Paramarthasamudgata, your thought, virtuously arisen, is
good! It is good! Paramarthasamudgata, you are involved [in
asking] this in order to benefit many beings, to bring happi-
ness to many beings, out of sympathy for the world, and for

the sake of the welfare, benefit, and happiness of beings,

Q
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including gods and humans. Your intention in questioning
the Tathagata about this subject is good! Therefore,
Paramarthasamudgata, listen well and I will explain to you
what I was thinking when I said: ‘All phenomena lack an own-
being; all phenomena are unproduced, unceasing, quiescent

from the start, and naturally in a state of nirvana.

“Paramarthasamudgata, thinking of the three types of lack
of own-being of phenomena—the lack of own-being in terms
of character, the lack of own-being in terms of production,
and an ultimate lack of own-being—I taught, ‘All phenomena

lack own-being.’

‘“Paramarthasamudgata, what is the lack of own-being in
terms of character of phenomena? It is the imputational char-
acter. Why is this? The [imputational character] is a character
posited as names and symbols, but it does not subsist by way
of its own character. Therefore, it is the lack of own-being in

terms of character’.

“Paramarthasamudgata, what is the lack of own-being in
terms of production of phenomena? It is the other-dependent
character of phenomena. Why is this? The [other-dependent
character| arises through the force of other conditions and
not by itself. Therefore, it is the ‘lack of own-being in terms of

production’.

“Paramarthasamudgata, what is an ultimate lack of own-

being of phenomena? Phenomena that are dependently

61
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originated lack an own-being due to the lack of own-being in
terms of production. They also lack own-being due to an ulti-
mate lack of own-being. Why is this? Paramarthasamudgata, I
teach that whatever is an object of observation for purification
of phenomena is the ultimate.’ Since the other-dependent
character is not an object of observation for purification, it is

an ‘ultimate lack of own-being’.

“Moreover, Paramarthasamudgata, the thoroughly estab-
lished character of phenomena is also ‘an ultimate lack of
own-being’. Why is this? Paramarthasamudgata, that which is
the ‘selflessness of phenomena’ of phenomena is known as
their lack of own-being’. That is the ultimate. Since the ulti-
mate is distinguished as the lack of own-being of all phenom-

ena, it is an ‘ultimate lack of own-being’.

“Paramarthasamudgata, for example, you should view lack
of own-being in terms of character as being like a sky-flower.*
For example, Paramarthasamudgata, you should also view
the lack of own-being in terms of production as being like a

magical apparition.

“The ultimate lack of own-being should be viewed as being
something other than those [first two characters]. For exam-
ple, Paramarthasamudgata, just as [space] is distinguished by
being just the lack of own-being of forms in space and as

pervading everywhere, in the same way the ultimate lack of

T
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own-being is distinguished by being the selflessness of phe-

nomena and should be viewed as all-pervasive and unitary.

‘Paramarthasamudgata, thinking of those three types of

lack of own-being, I taught, ‘All phenomena lack own-being.’

“Paramarthasamudgata, thinking of lack of own-being in
terms of character, I taught: ‘All phenomena are unproduced,
unceasing, quiescent from the start, and naturally in a state of

nirvana.’ Why is this?

‘“Paramarthasamudgata, that which does not exist by way
of its own character is not produced. That which is not pro-
duced does not cease. That which is not produced and does
not cease is quiescent from the start. That which is quiescent
from the start is naturally in a state of nirvana. That which is
naturally in a state of nirvana does not have even the slightest
remainder that could pass beyond sorrow. Therefore, think-
ing of lack of own-being in terms of character, I taught, ‘All
phenomena are unproduced, unceasing, quiescent from the

start, and naturally in a state of nirvana.”

‘“Moreover, Paramarthasamudgata, thinking of an ultimate
lack of own-being that is distinguished by being the selfless-
ness of phenomena, I taught: ‘All phenomena are unproduced,
unceasing, quiescent from the start, and naturally in a state of

nirvana.’ Why is this?

‘An ultimate lack of own-being, distinguished by being

the selflessness of phenomena, abides solely in permanent,

Q
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permanent time and everlasting, everlasting time. That
uncompounded reality of phenomena is free from all afflic-
tions. That which is uncompounded, which abides in perma-
nent, permanent time and everlasting, everlasting time due to
being this very reality, is uncompounded. Therefore, it is
unproduced and unceasing. Because it is free from all afflic-
tions, it is quiescent from the start and is naturally in a state of
nirvana. Therefore, thinking of an ultimate lack of own-being
that is distinguished by being the selflessness of phenomena,
I taught, ‘All phenomena are unproduced, unceasing, quies-

cent from the start, and naturally in a state of nirvana.’

‘“Paramarthasamudgata, I do not designate the three types
of lack of own-being because sentient beings in the realms of
sentient beings view the own-being of the imputational as
distinct [from the other-dependent and the thoroughly estab-
lished character] in terms of own-being; or because they view
the other-dependent and the thoroughly established as dis-
tinct in terms of own-being. Superimposing the own-being of
the imputational onto the own-being of the other-dependent
and the thoroughly established, sentient beings subsequently
attribute conventions of the character of the own-being of the
imputational to the own-being of the other-dependent and the

thoroughly established.

“To the extent that they' subsequently attribute such con-
ventions, their minds are infused with conventional designa-

tions. Thereafter, because of being bound to conventional

Q
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designations or due to predispositions toward conventional
designations, they strongly adhere to the character of the
own-being of the imputational as the own-being of the other-

dependent and the thoroughly established.

“To the extent that they strongly adhere [to this], they
strongly adhere to the own-being of the imputational as the
own-being of the other-dependent. Due to these causes and
conditions, in the future [this view of] the own-being of the
other-dependent proliferates. Based on this, the afflictive

afflictions give rise to further afflictions.

“The afflictions of actions and the afflictions of birth give
rise to further afflictions. For a long time sentient beings will
wander, transmigrating among hell beings, or animals, or
hungry ghosts, or gods, or asuras, or humans. They will not

pass beyond cyclic existence.

“Paramarthasamudgata, I initially teach doctrines starting
with the lack of own-being in terms of production to those
beings who have not generated roots of virtue, who have not
purified obstructions, who have not ripened their continuums,
who do not have much conviction, and who have not com-
pleted the accumulations of merit and wisdom. When they
hear those doctrines, they understand dependently origi-
nated compounded phenomena as being impermanent. They
know them to be phenomena that are unstable, unworthy of
confidence, and changeable, whereupon they develop aver-

sion and antipathy toward all compounded phenomena.

Q
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“Having developed aversion and antipathy, they turn away
from wrong-doing. They do not commit any wrong-doing, and
they adhere to virtue. Because of adhering to virtue, they gen-
erate roots of virtue that were not previously generated. They
also purify obscurations that were not previously purified.
They also ripen their continuums, which were not previously
ripened. On that basis, they have great conviction, and they

complete the accumulations of merit and wisdom.

‘In that way they complete everything from the generation
of roots of virtue up to the accumulation of merit and wisdom.
However, because they do not understand, as they are, the
two aspects pertaining to lack of own-being in terms of pro-
duction—lack of own-being in terms of character and ultimate
lack of own-being—they do not become wholly averse toward
all compounded phenomena. They do not become separated
from attachment. They do not become fully liberated. They do
not become fully liberated from the afflictive afflictions nor
fully liberated from the afflictions of actions nor fully liberated

from the afflictions of birth.

“The Tathagatha further teaches them doctrines begin-
ning with lack of own-being in terms of character and ulti-
mate lack of own-being. Thus they become wholly averse
toward all compounded phenomena, separated from attach-
ment, and liberated; they pass beyond the afflictive afflictions,
pass beyond the afflictions of actions, and pass beyond the

afflictions of birth.
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‘Hearing these doctrines, they do not strongly adhere to
the own-being of the other-dependent as being of the char-
acter of the own-being of the imputational. Further, they
become confident that the lack of own-being in terms of pro-
duction does not exist as an ultimate own-being in the sense
that it is just an absence of own-being in terms of character
with respect to those [phenomena]. They fully distinguish this.
They realize it as it is and, in this way, their understanding
is not infused with conventional designations. Thereafter,
because they are not bound to conventional designations and
because their understanding is free from predispositions
toward conventions, in this lifetime they produce the ability
to understand the other-dependent character. In future lives

they achieve cessation through cutting off the continuum.

“Based on this, they become wholly averse toward all com-
pounded phenomena, free from attachment, and liberated.
They become fully liberated from the afflictive afflictions, the
afflictions of actions, and the afflictions of birth.

‘“Paramarthasamudgata, through just this path and through
just this attainment, even sentient beings of the Sravaka lin-
eage attain the establishment and abiding of unsurpassed
nirvana. Through just this path and through just this attain-
ment, sentient beings of the Pratyekabuddha lineage and
sentient beings of the Tathagata lineage also attain the estab-

lishment and abiding of unsurpassed nirvana. Thus, there is a

9
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single path of purification for Sravakas, Pratyekabuddhas, and
Bodhisattvas, and there is a single purification. There is no
other. Thinking of that, therefore, I have taught that there is a
single vehicle. Yet in the realms of sentient beings, there are
various types of sentient beings, such as those who are natu-
rally of weak faculties, or naturally of middling faculties, or

naturally of sharp faculties.

“Paramarthasamudgata, even if all the Buddhas were to
attempt to establish someone having the Sravaka lineage, who
proceeds solely towards peacefulness, in the heart of enlight-
enment, that person would be unable to attain unsurpassed,
perfect enlightenment.’ Why is this? Due to extremely limited
compassion and great fear of suffering, that one is simply by
nature of an inferior lineage. Just as his compassion is ex-
tremely limited, so he turns away from the welfare of sentient
beings. Just as he is extremely afraid of suffering, so he turns

away from all the activities of compounded phenomena.

‘I do not describe those who turn away from the welfare of
sentient beings and who turn away from all the activities of
compounded existence as unsurpassably, perfectly enlight-

ened. They are ‘those who seek peace for themselves alone’.

‘[However] I teach that Sravakas who evolve with respect
to enlightenment are a type of Bodhisattva.” It is like this:

Having become liberated from the afflictive obstructions, they
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liberate their minds from the obstructions to omniscience
when they are encouraged by the Tathagatas. Thus, the
Tathagata designates those who initially work for their own
benefit and are freed from the afflictive obstructions as being

of the Sravaka lineage.’

“Paramarthasamudgata, it is like this: My disciplinary doc-
trine is explained well, is complete, and is taught with a very
pure thought. With respect to this well-taught doctrine, de-

. . . . 9
grees of conviction appear among sentient beings.

‘“Paramarthasamudgata, thinking of just these three types
of lack of own-being, through the teachings that are Satras of
interpretable meaning, the Tathagata taught such doctrines
as: ‘All phenomena lack own-being; all phenomena are unpro-
duced, unceasing, quiescent from the start, and naturally in a

state of nirvana.

‘When those sentient beings who have generated great
roots of virtue, purified the obstructions, ripened their con-
tinuums, who have great conviction and have completed the
great accumulations of merit and wisdom' hear those doc-
trines, they understand the teaching just as it is in accordance
with my thought."' They further understand those doctrines
to be doctrine. Through wisdom they also realize the meaning
just as it is. Through cultivating realization of that [meaning],

they rapidly attain the final state. Regarding [these doctrines],
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they develop faith, [thinking]|, ‘Ah! The Bhagavan is completely
and perfectly enlightened. He is completely and perfectly

enlightened with respect to all phenomena.’

“When sentient beings who have not generated great roots
of virtue, have not purified the obstructions, have not ripened
their continuums, do not have great conviction, and have not
completed the great accumulations of merit and wisdom, who
are honest and have an honest nature, who are unable to
remove conceptuality, who are not fixated on holding their
own view to be supreme, [when such beings] hear those doc-
trines, they do not understand the teaching just as it is in

accordance with my thought.

“Still, [these beings| develop conviction and also attain faith
in these doctrines. They are convinced that: ‘These Sutras
taught by the Tathagata are profound, brilliantly profound,
are endowed with emptiness, are difficult to perceive, diffi-
cult to understand, unanalyzable, not subject to dispute, and
are known by the wise capable of fine discernment and by

the astute.’

“They think: ‘We do not understand the meaning of those
Sutras or the meaning of those teachings.” They think: The
enlightenment of the Buddha is profound. The reality of phe-
nomena is also profound. The Tathagata alone knows; we do
not understand. The doctrinal teaching of Tathagatas influ-
ences sentient beings according to their diverse beliefs. The

Tathagatas’ wisdom and perception are infinite, whereas our
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understanding and perception are like mere cowprints.” With
reverence toward these Sutras, they copy the letters. Having
copied them, they also memorize them, read them, propagate
them, venerate them, receive their oral transmission, recite
them, and repeat them to others. However, because they do
not understand these profound teachings in accordance with
my thought, they are unable to apply themselves to the types
of meditative cultivation. Based on that, they progress due to
the accumulation of merit; they also progress due to the accu-
mulation of wisdom. They also progressively ripen their con-

tinuums which were not previously ripened.

“When other sentient beings who have not completed [the
stages of the path] up to the great accumulations of merit and
wisdom, who are not honest and do not have an honest
nature, who are able to remove conceptuality, but who are
fixated on holding their own view to be supreme'” hear these
doctrines, they do not understand this profound explanation

just as it is, in accordance with my thought.

“Although they believe in the doctrine, they strongly ad-
here just to the literal meaning of the doctrine, [thinking], ‘All
phenomena just lack own-being; all phenomena are just un-
produced, just unceasing, just quiescent from the start, just
naturally in a state of nirvana.’ Based on this, they adopt the
view that all phenomena do not exist and that character does

not exist."”” Having adopted the view of non-existence and the
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view that character does not exist, they also deprecate every-
thing through [deprecating| all characters. Because they dep-
recate the imputational character of phenomena, they also
deprecate the other-dependent character of phenomena and

the thoroughly established character.

‘“Why is this? Paramarthasamudgata, if the other-depen-
dent and thoroughly established characters exist, then the
imputational character is also understood." However, those
who see the other-dependent character and the thoroughly
established character as non-existent also deprecate the impu-
tational character. Therefore, they also ‘deprecate all three
types of character’. They perceive my doctrine to be doctrine,

but they perceive what is not the meaning to be the meaning.

“T'hose who perceive my doctrine to be doctrine but per-
ceive what is not the meaning to be the meaning also under-
stand the doctrine to be doctrine. They also understand what
is not the meaning to be the meaning. Due to belief in the
doctrine, they progress by means of virtuous qualities. But,
due to strongly adhering to what is not the meaning, they fall
away from wisdom. When they fall away from wisdom, they

also fall away from vast and immeasurable virtuous qualities.

“Others, having heard from them that the doctrine is the
doctrine, but that what is not the meaning is the meaning,
delight in that view. Because they conceive the doctrine to be

doctrine and conceive what is not the meaning to be the
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meaning, they strongly adhere to doctrine as being doctrine
and to what is not the meaning as being the meaning. Know

that based on this they also fall away from virtuous qualities.

“When people who do not delight in such views hear from
others that phenomena lack an own-being and hear that
phenomena are unproduced, unceasing, quiescent from the
start, and naturally in a state of nirvana, they become fearful
and develop misgivings, saying, ‘This is not the word of the
Buddha. This is a statement from Mara! Thinking in this way
they also deprecate these Suitras. They reject them, condemn

them, and speak badly of them.

‘Based on this, they earn great misfortune, and they also
meet with great karmic obstructions. Also based on this, since
they cause many beings to meet with great obstructions, they
deceive them. I state that those who view all characters as
non-existent and who teach what is not the meaning to be the

meaning possess great karmic obstructions.

“Paramarthasamudgata, when those sentient beings who
have not produced roots of virtue, have not purified the
obstructions, have not ripened their continuums, do not have
great conviction, have not completed the accumulations of
merit and wisdom, who are not honest and do not have an
honest nature, and who are unable to remove conceptuality
and who are fixated on holding their own view to be supreme

hear these doctrines, they do not understand the teaching
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just as it is in accordance with my thought. They also do not
develop belief in this doctrine; they perceive the doctrine as
non-doctrine and perceive the meaning to be what is not the
meaning. Strongly adhering to the doctrine as non-doctrine
and to the meaning as not being the meaning, they say: ‘This is
not the word of the Buddha. This is a statement from Mara!
Thinking in this way, they deprecate these Sutras. They reject
them, condemn them, speak badly of them, and also engage
in interpolation. In many ways they are involved with these
Sttras in order to reject, undermine, and eradicate them.
They also perceive people who believe in these [Stitras| to be
enemies. From the very beginning, they are obstructed by
karmic obstructions. Based on that, they continue to be ob-
structed by similar karmic obstructions. It is easy to designate
the beginning of these karmic obstructions; it is difficult to des-
ignate during how many hundred thousands of millions of

epochs they will continue to arise.

“Paramarthasamudgata, in that way, degrees of conviction
appear among sentient beings with respect to this well-taught
doctrine, my disciplinary instruction which is explained well,

is complete, and is taught with a very pure thought.”
Then the Bhagavan spoke these verses:

“What sage would propound, without a thought behind it,
that dharmas lack own-being; dharmas are unproduced;
dharmas are unceasing; dharmas are quiescent from the start;

that all dharmas are naturally in a state of nirvana?
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‘T explain lack of own-being in terms of character,
in terms of production, and in terms of the ultimate.
Whatever sage understands the thought behind this

will not travel a path of degeneration.

“The path of purity is this alone;
there is one purity; there is no other.
Thus this one vehicle is designated,

although there are various types of beings.

‘In the realms of beings, innumerable beings
seek nirvana for themselves alone.

Those who, steadfast and compassionate,

attain nirvana without abandoning beings are very rare.

“The uncontaminated realm of those who are liberated
is subtle, inconceivable, equal, and undifferentiated,
all-beneficial, free from suffering and affliction,

inexpressible in dualistic terms, blissful and stable.”

Then the Bodhisattva Paramarthasamudgata said to the
Bhagavan: “Bhagavan, since [your] teaching, having the thought
of the Buddhas and the Bhagavans, is subtle, is supremely
subtle, profound, supremely profound, difficult to realize,

supremely difficult to realize, it is amazing and wondrous.

“Bhagavan, I understand the meaning of that which the
Bhagavan said in this way: The imputational character con-

sists of [first] those things that are posited in terms of names
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and symbols—the objects of conceptual activity, the bases of
the imputational character, the signs of compounded phe-
nomena—as the character of the own-being or as the charac-
ter of attributes of ‘the form aggregate’; and [second], those
things that are posited in terms of names and symbols as the
character of own-being or the character of attributes of ‘the
production of a form aggregate’, or its ‘cessation’, or the ‘aban-
donment and realization of a form aggregate’. In dependence
upon that, the Bhagavan designated the lack of own-being in

terms of character of phenomena.

“Those things that are the objects of conceptual activity, the
bases of the imputational character, the signs of compounded
phenomena, are the other-dependent character. In depen-
dence upon that, the Bhagavan designated the lack of own-
being in terms of production of phenomena and, additionally,

an ultimate lack of own-being.

“Bhagavan, I understand the meaning of the Bhagavan’s
teaching in this way: Those very objects of conceptual activity,
the bases of the imputational character, and the signs of com-
pounded phenomena are not established as being that impu-
tational character, and they lack own-being. Because of just
that, the lack of own-being, selflessness of phenomena, such-
ness, and object of observation for purification are the thor-
oughly established character. In dependence upon that, the
Bhagavan additionally designated the ultimate lack of own-

being of phenomena.
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“‘Just as this is applied to the form aggregate, so it should
also be applied to the remaining aggregates. Just as this is
applied to the aggregates, so it should also be applied to each
of the sense spheres that comprise the twelve sense spheres.
The same is true for each of the limbs of existence that com-
prise the twelve limbs of existence. The same is true for each
of the sustenances that comprise the four sustenances. The
same is true for each of the constituents that comprise the six

constituents and the eighteen constituents.

“Bhagav’a/n, I understand the meaning of the Bhagavan’s
teaching in this way: The imputational character consists of
those things posited in terms of names and symbols—which
are the objects of conceptual activity, the bases of the imputa-
tional character, and the signs of compounded phenomena—
as the character of own-being and the character of attributes
of the ‘truth of suffering and understanding the truth of suf-
fering’. In dependence upon that, the Bhagavan designated

lack of own-being in terms of character of phenomena.

“Those things that are the objects of conceptual activity,
the bases of the imputational character, and the signs of com-
pounded phenomena are the other-dependent character. In
dependence upon that, the Bhagavan-additionally designated
the lack of own-being in terms of production of phenomena

and an ultimate lack of own-being.

“Bhagavan, I understand the meaning of the Bhagavan’s

teaching in this way: Those things that are the objects of
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conceptual activity, the bases of the imputational character,
and the signs of compounded phenomena are not established
as being the imputational character. And because of just that
own-being, the lack of own-being, the selflessness of phenom-
ena, suchness, and the object of observation for purification
are the thoroughly established character. In dependence
upon that, the Bhagavan additionally designated an ultimate

lack of own-being of phenomena.

“Just as this is applied to the noble truth of suffering, so it
should be applied to the remaining truths. Just as this is
applied to the truths, so it should be applied to the mindful
establishments, the correct abandonings, the bases of magical
abilities, the powers, the forces, the branches of enlighten-

ment, and each of the branches of the path of the Aryas.

“Bhagavan, I understand the meaning of the Bhagavan’s
teaching in this way: The imputational character consists of
those things posited in terms of names and symbols—which
are objects of conceptual activity, the bases of the imputa-
tional character, and the signs of compounded phenomena—
as the character of own-being or the character of attributes
of ‘pure samadhi’ or the ‘discordances and antidotes of
samadhis’, or the ‘production of those which have not been
produced’, or the ‘abiding of those which have been pro-
duced, and their non-forgetting, their further arising, and

their increasing and extending’. In dependence upon that, the
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Bhagavan designated the lack of own-being in terms of char-

acter of phenomena.

“Those things which are the objects of conceptual activity,
the bases of the imputational character, and the signs of com-
pounded phenomena are the other-dependent character. In
dependence upon that, the Bhagavan additionally designated
the lack of own-being in terms of production of phenomena

and an ultimate lack of own-being.

“Bhagavan, I understand the meaning of the Bhagavan’s
teaching in this way: Those things which are the objects of
conceptual activity, the bases of the imputational character,
and the signs of compounded phenomena are not established
as being the imputational character. And because of just that
own-being, the lack of own-being, the selflessness of phenom-
ena, suchness, and the object of observation for purification
are the thoroughly established character. In dependence
upon that, the Bhagavan additionally designated an ultim‘ate

lack of own-being of phenomena.

“Bhagavan, for example, dried ginger is added to all medic-
inal powders and elixirs. Similarly, beginning with the lack of
own-being of phenomena, and beginning with [the teachings
that phenomena are| unproduced, unceasing, quiescent from

the start, and naturally in a state of nirvana, the Bhagavan
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also placed teachings of definitive meaning in all Satras of

interpretable meaning."”

‘“Bhagavan, for example, the background of a painting,
whether it is blue, yellow, red, or white, is of one taste
throughout the/entire painted work and also highlights the
details of the painting. Similarly, the Bhagavan'’s teachings of
definitive meaning, ranging from the lack of own-being of
phenomena to their being naturally in a state of nirvana, are
all of one taste in all Satras of interpretable meaning and also

highlight meanings that are interpretable.

“Bhagavan, for example, when one adds clarified butter to
all types of dishes, for instance cooked grain or cooked meat,
it is very satisfying. Similarly, when the Bhagavan's teachings
of definitive meaning, ranging from the lack of own-being of
phenomena to their being naturally in a state of nirvana, are
added to all Sutras of interpretable meaning, it is satisfying,

supremely satisfying!

“Bhagavan, for example, space is all of one taste and yet
does not obstruct any undertakings. Similarly, the Bhagavan's
teachings of definitive meaning, ranging from the lack of own-
being of phenomena to their being naturally in a state of
nirvana, are also all of one taste in all Satras of interpretable
meaning, and yet do not obstruct any undertaking concerned
with either the Sravaka vehicle, or the Pratyekabuddha vehi-

cle, or the Great Vehicle.”"
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‘Excellent!” the Bhagavan replied to the Bodhisattva
Paramarthasamudgata. “Paramarthasamudgata, that is good,
good! Paramarthasamudgata, having the thought of the
Tathagata, you understand this explanation.

“Your good illustrations of the meaning, [analogies] such
as dried ginger, the background of a painting, adding butter,
and space, are accurate, Paramarthasamudgata. The [teach-
ing] is not other than this. Therefore it should be appre-

hended in just this way.”

Then the Bodhisattva Paramarthasamudgata said to the
Bhagavan: “Initially, in the Varanasi area, in the Deer Park
called Sages’ Teaching, the Bhagavan taught the aspects of the
four truths of the Aryas for those who were genuinely en-
gaged in the [Sravaka] vehicle. The wheel of doctrine you
turned at first is wondrous. Similar doctrines had not been
promulgated before in the world by gods or humans. How-
ever, this wheel of doctrine that the Bhagavan turned is sur-
passable, provides an oi)portunity [for refutation], is of

interpretable meaning, and serves as a basis for dispute."’

“Then the Bhagavan turned a second wheel of doctrine
which is more wondrous still for those who are genuinely
engaged in the Great Vehicle, because of the aspect of teach-
ing emptiness, beginning with the lack of own-being of phe-
nomena, and beginning with their absence of pfoduction,

absence of cessation, quiescence from the start, and being
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naturally in a state of nirvana. Howeve{, this wheel of doctrine
that the Bhagavan turned is surpassable, provides an oppor-
tunity [for refutation], is of interpretable meaning, and serves

as a basis for dispute.

“Then the Bhagavan turned a third wheel of doctrine, pos-
sessing good differentiations, and exceedingly wondrous, for
those genuinely engaged in all vehicles, beginning with the
lack of own-being of phenomena, and beginning with their
absence of production, absence of cessation, quiescence from
the start, and being naturally in a state of nirvana. Moreover,
that wheel of doctrine turned by the Bhagavan is unsurpass-
able, does not provide an opportunity [for refutation], is of

definitive meaning, and does not serve as a basis for dispute.

‘“Bhagavan, when sons or daughters of good lineage hear
the Bhagavan’'s teachings of definitive meaning, from [the
teachings| of the lack of own-being of phenomena up to [the
teachings| of [phenomena] being naturally in a state of
nirvana, they develop conviction in them and write them
down. Having transcribed them, they also memorize them,
read them, venerate them, propagate them, receive their oral
transmission, recite them to others, and reflect and apply
themselves to the types of meditative cultivation. How much

merit will they generate?”

The Bhagavan replied to the Bodhisattva Paramartha-

samudgata: “Paramarthasamudgata, those sons or daughters
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of good lineage will generate immeasurable, incalculable
merit. It is not easy to give examples of that [merit], but I will

explain it to you briefly.

‘“Paramarthasamudgata, for example, if one compares the
particles of earth on the tip of a fingernail to all the particles of
earth in the earth, they do not approach even a hundredth
part. They do not approach even a thousandth part, [or] even
a one-hundred-thousandth part. They do not approach any
number, any part, any approximation, any comparison. If one
compares the water in a cow’s hoofprint to the water of the
four great oceans, it does not approach even a hundredth

part. It does not approach any comparison.

‘“Paramarthasamudgata, similarly, I have described the
merit [generated| by people who develop conviction in Sttras
of interpretable meaning up to those who apply themselves
to the types of meditative cultivation. If one compares this
merit to the merit [generated] by people who are established
in teachings of definitive meaning through conviction up to
those who are established [in them| through applying them-
selves to the types of meditative cultivation, that merit does
not approach even a hundredth part. It does not approach

any comparison.”

The Bodhisattva Paramarthasamudgata asked the Bhagavan:
“Bhagavan, what is the name of this form of Dharma discourse

that explains your thought? How should it be apprehended?”
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The Bhagavan replied: “Paramarthasamudgata, this is the
teaching of the ultimate, the definitive meaning. Apprehend it

as ‘the teaching of the ultimate, the definitive meaning’.”

When this teaching of the ultimate, the definitive meaning,
was explained, six hundred thousand beings generated the
aspiration toward unsurpassed, complete, and perfect en-
lightenment. Three hundred Sravakas purified the Dharma
eye that is free from dust and stainless with respect to the
Dharma. One hundred and fifty thousand Sravakas liberated
their minds from contamination, becoming free from attach-
ment. Seventy-five thousand Bodhisattvas attained the for-

bearance of the doctrine of non-production.

This completes the seventh chapter of the Bodhisattva

Paramarthasamudgata.
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“If the basis-consciousness did not exist, appropriation of a body
would be impossible; initial operation [of consciousness] would be
impossible; clear operation [of consciousness| would be impossi-
ble; seeds would be impossible; karma would be impossible; bodily
feelings would be impossible; meditative absorptions in which
mind is absent would be impossible; and transmigration of con-
sciousness would be impossible.” (B, vol. cho [205]:124.6)

8 This passage refers to the fanciful etymology of the Sanskrit
word citta from the verbal root yci, which means ‘to accumulate’.
Thus, citta is what ‘accumulates’ the predispositions. The basis-
consciousness has seeds within it that ripen into eye-conscious-
nesses. When these become activated, an eye-consciousness results.
(KJ 4.12-6.9 and KY 5a, 11b. See also JBW 111-19, 138, 409-20)

9 In other words, this reason alone is not sufficient for Bodhi-
sattvas to merit the designation: “wise with respect to the secrets of
mind, thought, and consciousness.” They must also directly realize
the ultimate in order to be worthy of this designation.

10 “It is deep because it is difficult for its depth to be fathomed by
the intelligence even of the wise of the world. It is subtle because it
is difficult to know even for Sravakas. Therefore, [Buddha] does not
teach this [basis-Jconsciousness to Sravakas and the like, because
they do not seek extremely subtle omniscience. With respect to [the
phrase,] ‘all its seeds flowing like a river’: Because it continues from
one moment to another, it flows without its continuum being cut
off, like a river. With respect to [the phrase,| Thave not taught this to
children’: It is not revealed to those having a view of self. This is
because those who conceive of a self would apprehend [the appro-
priating consciousness| as being a unitary, unchanging ‘self’ that
exists as long as cyclic existence lasts.” (W, vol. ti [118]:489.6, citing
Asvabhava's commentary on MS)

Notes to Chapter Six

1 “With respect to [the name] Gunakara (‘Source of Qualities’):
Because [he] has accumulated the causes of [good]| qualities for
immeasurable eons, this is a case of a designation of a name from a
causal point of view. Because [he] has accumulated both types of
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bases of [good] qualities—the collections of merit and wisdom=he is
[called] Gunakara.” (W, vol. ti [118]:493.5)

This entire chapter is quoted by Asanga in VS (P 5539, vol."i [111]:
60a.2-62b.2). He states that the subject of this chapter is the character
of phenomena (chos-rnams-kyi-mtshan-nyid, dharma-laksana).

2 “Why is it called imputational’ (kun-btags, parikalpita)? Because
mental consciousness, having the aspects of immeasurable concep-
tions, just gives rise to error, [it is termed] imputational’. Also
because its own character does not truly exist, but is merely per-
ceived conceptually, it is called imputational’.” (W, vol. ti [118]:496.4,
citing MS) “‘A character that gives rise to error’ means that it has a
character of unreal, erroneous objects of observation. Its own
character does not truly exist’ [because] its nature does not truly
exist.” (W citing Vasubandhu's commentary, 496.7)

“The imputational character is a character that is posited in the
manner of names and terminology, but is not posited through its
own character. Since it is utterly non-existent in terms of both of the
two truths, it lacks own-being due to lacking own-being in terms of
character.” (B, vol. cho [205]:213.5)

3 “The ‘other-dependent (gzhan-dbang, paratantra) character’ is
the own-being of internal and external phenomena that are depen-
dently arisen through the power of other conditions. Because the
own-being of things that are apprehended objects and apprehend-
ing subjects are produced due to the power of other causes and
conditions, it is the ‘other-dependent character’.” (B, vol. cho [205]:
187.7) “The other-dependent character is produced by the power of
other conditions but is not [produced] through its nature. There-
fore—since it exists merely [like] a magician’s illusions in terms of
conventional truths—it is a lack of own-being due to being a lack of
own-being in terms of production. Since it does not have ultimate
lack of own-being because it is not an object of observation for puri-
fication, it is not an ultimate lack of own-being because it is not an
ultimate truth. Therefore, it is a lack of own-being, and the thor-
oughly established character is the ultimate, and the ultimate is
distinguished by being the lack of own-being of all phenomena. Be-
cause [the thoroughly established character| is both the ultimate
truth and a lack of own-being, it is a lack of own-being due to being
the ultimate lack of own-being.” (B 213.6. See also pp. 99-105 of this Sutra)
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“Because this exists, that arises” indicates that [effects] arise from
conditions unalterably. “Because this is produced, that is produced”
indicates that objects are produced from conditions that are im-
permanent. This is because production of an effect from causes that
do not give rise to any phenomenon is not established. The phrase,
“due to the condition of ignorance, compositional factors [arise],”
indicates that [effects] are produced from conditions that are poten-
cies. Although phenomena are unfluctuating and impermanent,
any effect does not arise from any condition. Why is this? Since
there are different divisions of potencies of phenomena, it is said
that “there are [the links of dependent origination] ranging from the
arising of compositional factors due to the power of ignorance up to
the arising of old age and death due to the power of birth.” “The
whole great assemblage of suffering” indicates that there is no be-
ginning or end to the accumulation of suffering. (W, vol. ti[118]: 504-5)

4 “Because [the thoroughly established character| does not change
into something else, because it is an object of observation for puri-
fication, because it is supreme of all virtuous phenomena, it is called
the ‘thoroughly established character’ in the sense of being su-
preme.” (W quoting MS, vol. ti [118]:499.7) “‘Because it does not change
into something else’ it is not a false phenomenon. It is like a minis-
ter who is free from falsity.” (W quoting Vasubandhu, 500.1)

“The ‘thoroughly established character’ is correct knowledge
and suchness that are distinguished by having been transformed
and by being the suchness of phenomena.” (B, vol. cho [205]:187.6)

5 “Clouded vision” (rab-rib, timira) indicates a wide range of visual
defects, including occluded or hazy vision, seeing spots or lines in
the visual field that may look like a net of hairs, insects, sesame
seeds, etc., or perceiving colors incorrectly. (See W, vol. ti [118]:517 4,
518.5; Vimsatika-karika-vrtti 161, verse 2 and commentary)

6 Mahanila (mthon-ka-chen-po) is a blue-colored gem.

7 “Inthat way, through entering into [understanding of]| the char-
acter of objects that appear in the manner of mental verbalizations,
those Bodhisattvas enter into [understanding of| the imputational
character. Through entering into [understanding of| cognition-only,
they enter into [understanding of] the other-dependent character.
How do they enter into [understanding of| the thoroughly estab-
lished character? They enter after having reversed even concep-
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tions of cognition-only.” (W, vol. ti [118]:538.1, citing MS) “At that time,
since objects of observation and observers are equalized for those
Bodhisattvas, the non-conceptual exalted wisdom of equality arises.
Therefore, those Bodhisattvas have entered into [understanding of]
the thoroughly established character.” (W 538.6)

Notes to Chapter Seven

1 Regarding the name of this Bodhisattva, Paramarthasamudgata
(‘Exalted by the Ultimate’): “The ‘ultimate’ is the object to be attained,
and it is the object of the supreme exalted wisdom. Therefore it
is called ‘ultimate’. Because the exalted wisdom that is the means
of attainment arises from observing the ultimate, he is ‘exalted’.”
(W, vol. ti [118]:544.7) This chapter explains the meaning of the char-
acter of lack of own-being of phenomena. (VS,P5539,vol.’i[111]:62b.2)

2 Paramarthasamudgata’s question implies that the two sets of
teachings (the teachings concerning the aggregates and so forth
taught in other Satras and the teachings concerning lack of own-
being and so forth taught in this Stitra) are mutually contradictory
(phan-tshun-gal-ba). (W, vol. ti [118]:552.4) Paramarthasamudgata is
asking the Buddha to clarify the intentions behind his earlier teach-
ings in light of the teachings being given in this text. According to G
(74.6-75.13), Paramarthasamudgata is asking this question not for
himself, but for the benefit of others who might have such questions.

3 “That suchness which is the object of the exalted wisdom puri-
fying the two obstructions [i.e., the afflictive obstructions and the
obstructions to omniscience] is the thoroughly established nature
and is the object of observation for purification.” (DLG 48.1)

4 “Lack of own-being in the sense of lack of own-being in terms of
character should be understood to be an utter non-existence in
terms of both conventional and ultimate truths, like a sky-flower. . ..
Like a magical apparition, lack of own-being in the sense of lack of

own-being in terms of production and ultimate lack of own-being -

should be understood as existing only as a conventional truth.”
(B, vol. cho [205]:187.6) “The similarity of imputational natures with a
sky-flower is an example of their merely being imputed by thought
and is not an example of their not occurring among objects of
knowledge.” (EG 13.11)
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5 Asanga states that when the Buddha said that all phenomena are
unproduced and so forth, he was “thinking only of lack of own-
being in terms of character.” (VS, P 5539, vol."i [111]:18a.8)

6 “Peacefulness’ (zhi-ba, santi) refers to liberation from the afflic-
tive obstructions. Proceeds’ (bgrod-pa, yana) refers to the path and
the fruit: the path of the Sravaka vehicle and the fruit of libera-
tion. ‘Solely’ (gcig-pu, eka) refers to not attaining the lineage which
achieves the conditions for complete transformation into [the state
of] unsurpassable enlightenment at that time, and abiding in the
partial liberation and nirvana of the Sravaka.” (B, vol. cho [205]: 239.1.
See also Bh 14.5)

“Since the causes of unsurpassed, perfect enlightenment are
thoroughly ripening sentient beings and ripening the qualities of a
Buddha for oneself, those who do not complete those two |activi-
ties| lack the causes of that [i.e., enlightenment] at that time. More-
over, this is merely a difference in practice; it does not come from
the nature of the mind. Therefore, [Buddha’s| thought is that they
are called ‘those who proceed solely towards peacefulness’ as long
as they have not attained the lineage of transformation into unsur-
passed enlightenment and do not exert themselves.” (B 240.3)

7 “Because Sravakas [who evolve with respect to enlightenment]
immediately thereafter abide on the eighth Bodhisattva stage,
Sravakas are also indicated as being among the enumeration of
Bodhisattvas.” (B, vol. cho [205]:241.2) “When [Sravakas] become non-
learners [when they reach the path of no more learning of the
Sravaka vehicle|, they turn away from the aspirations of Sravakas,
and through the Tathagatas’ encouragement they apply themselves
to unsurpassed, complete, perfect enlightenment with a body that
has a remainder of aggregates [impelled by former contaminated
actions and afflictive emotions].” (B 241.3. See also WE 261)

8 “Aslong as [their enlightenment] is not transformed into unsur-
passed enlightenment, they are designated as being of the Sravaka
lineage.” (B, vol. cho [205]:241.4)

9 The “disciplinary doctrine” (chos-'dul-ba, dharma-vinaya) is here
understood as “the teaching of the Bhagavan, the Buddha, [which is]
endowed with the eight branches of the path of Aryas. Correct views,
realization, mindfulness, and samadhi are doctrine. Correct speech,
aims of actions, and livelihood are discipline. Correct exertion is
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omnipresent. It is ‘well taught’ since that disciplinary doctrine is ex-
plained exceptionally well. Itis ‘well taught’ since itis virtuousin the
beginning, virtuous in the middle, and virtuous in the end.” (B, vol.
cho [205]:242.1) “Because all three scriptural collections [of Vinaya,
Stitra, and Abhidharma| have the capacity to discipline ill deeds,
[they are] ‘disciplinary’.” (W, vol. thi [119]:46.4. See also WE 29-34)

10 “‘Having ripened their continuums’ [means that| although Bodhi-
sattvas on the occasion of having gained the Bodhisattva lineage
abide in the lineage and have thoroughly purified obstructions,
due to four causes, they are unable to attain unsurpassed, perfect
enlightenment. Due to being free from those four causes indicated
earlier, [these Bodhisattvas] have ‘thoroughly ripened continuums’.
... ‘Great conviction’ [refers to] conviction in the ability to attain the
qualities of a Buddha ... Thoroughly ripened wisdom [is that which]
differentiates doctrines and apprehends the ultimate truth. This is
indicated by ‘they have completed the great accumulations of merit
and wisdom.”” (B, vol. cho [205]:244.2)

11 The Buddha’s thought differs from what the actual words of his
teaching indicate to beings who do not understand this thought.
This point is developed at length in EG, especially 3-29, and DLG,
especially 8-36. See also JBW 294-97.

12 This is because they do not seek the definitive meaning and the
Mahayana but adhere to the literal meaning, thus misunderstand-
ing the teachings. (W, vol. thi [119]:61.7) Because they do not seek
scriptures of definitive meaning, but grasp at scriptures of inter-
pretable meaning, they hold their own views to be supreme. (W 62.1)

13 The dGe-lugs-pa tradition, beginning with Tsong-kha-pa, inter-
prets this passage to mean that these beings, whom they identify as
Prasangika-Madhyamikas, think that no object exists by way of its
own-character. Thus they fall into the extreme of nihilism. (See EG
13-14) W states that this passage indicates the faults of exaggerated
adherence to literal meanings. (W, vol. thi [119]:62)

14 “They |[adopt] the view that all phenomena do not exist’ [be-
cause| they view the phenomena that lack character, the phenom-
ena of thoroughly afflicted character, and the phenomena of
purified character as being equally non-existent. ‘They [adopt| the
view that character does not exist’: They view all imputational char-
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acters, other-dependent characters, and thoroughly established
characters as equally non-existent. With respect to [the phrase,] ‘If
other-dependent and thoroughly established characters exist, then
the imputational character is also understood’: This is because
imputation of names and terminology in the manner of own-being
and attributes is itself the imputational character. [The phrase)]
‘Therefore, they also deprecate all three types of characters’ indi-
cates [that they hold] a specific type of belief that arises from little
wisdom.” (B, vol. cho [205]:252.4)

15 “When dried ginger is put in medicinal powders, they become
potent. When one puts these words of lack of own-being and so
forth in all Statras of interpretable meaning, then one will under-
stand the thoughts [behind] those Suitras.” (W, vol. thi [119]:107.5)

16 Through these examples, Paramarthasamudgata offers four
ways of looking at the relation between what the Buddha said in his
interpretable teachings and the definitive teachings that state his
actual thought. In the first example, the definitive teaching is com-
pared to an ingredient in a medicinal preparation essential to its
efficacy. In the second example, the definitive teaching is compared
to the background of a painting, which may remain unnoticed, but
which provides the basis for the placement of lines and color. In the
third example, the definitive teaching is compared to an ingredient
in cooking that enhances flavor. In the final example, the definitive
teaching is compared to space. Space is all-pervasive, subtle, imper-
ceptible, and generally not noticed, but makes possible the mani-
festation of physical objects. In the same way, the definitive teaching
is said to be subitle, difficult to perceive, and so forth, but is the
essence of the explanations given by Buddha in the first two wheels,
even when this was not noticed by his audience. (See W, vol. thi
[119]:109.2; B, vol. cho [205]:262; and Bh 14~15)

17 “‘Surpassable’ indicates that there are other Sutras of definitive
meaning that are higher. [They| ‘provide an opportunity’ [for refu-
tation because they] provide an opportunity for other disputants to
find fault with respect to the literal reading of the explicit teaching.
... [The first wheel] serves as a basis for controversy in that there is
a basis for dispute because the Teacher did not differentiate indi-
vidually in terms of the three characters whether they do or do not
exist by way of their own character.” (DLG, 29.4)
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Chapter One
Purification of the Buddha-Field

Reverence to all Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, Aryasravakas, and Pratyekabuddhas, in the past, the
present, and the future.

Thus have | heard at one time. The Lord Buddha was in residence in the garden of Amrapali, in
the city of Vaisali, attended by a great gathering. Of bhikshus there were eight thousand, all
saints. They were free from impurities and afflictions, and all had attained self-mastery. Their
minds were entirely liberated by perfect knowledge. They were calm and dignified, like royal
elephants. They had accomplished their work, done what they had to do, cast off their burdens,
attained their goals, and totally destroyed the bonds of existence. They all had attained the
utmost perfection of every form of mind control.

Of bodhisattvas there were thirty-two thousand, great spiritual heroes who were universally
acclaimed. They were dedicated through the penetrating activity of their great
superknowledges and were sustained by the grace of the Buddha. Guardians of the city of
Dharma, they upheld the true doctrine, and their great teachings resounded like the lion's roar
throughout the ten directions.

Without having to be asked, they were the natural spiritual benefactors of all living beings. They
maintained unbroken the succession of the Three Jewels, conquering devils and foes and
overwhelming all critics.

Their mindfulness, intelligence, realization, meditation, incantation, and eloquence all were
perfected. They had attained the intuitive tolerance of the ultimate incomprehensibility of all
things. They turned the irreversible wheel of the Dharma. They were stamped with the insignia
of signlessness. They were expert in knowing the spiritual faculties of all living beings. They
were brave with the confidence that overawes all assemblies. They had gathered the great
stores of merit and of wisdom, and their bodies, beautiful without ornaments, were adorned
with all the auspicious signs and marks.

They were exalted in fame and glory, like the lofty summit of Mount Sumeru. Their high resolve
as hard as diamond, unbreakable in their faith in Buddha, Dharma and Sangha, they showered
forth the rain of ambrosia that is released by the light rays of the jewel of the Dharma, which
shines everywhere.

Their voices were perfect in diction and resonance, and versatile in speaking all languages. They
had penetrated the profound principle of relativity and had destroyed the persistence of the
instinctual mental habits underlying all convictions concerning finitude and infinitude. They
spoke fearlessly, like lions, sounding the thunder of the magnificent teaching. Unequaled, they
surpassed all measure. They were the best captains for the voyage of discovery of the treasures
of the Dharma, the stores of merit and wisdom. They were expert in the way of the Dharma,
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which is straight, peaceful, subtle, gentle, hard to see, and difficult to realize.

They were endowed with the wisdom that is able to understand the thoughts of living beings,
as well as their comings and goings. They had been consecrated with the anointment of the
peerless gnosis of the Buddha. With their high resolve, they approached the ten powers, the
four fearlessnesses, and the eighteen special qualities of the Buddha.

They had crossed the terrifying abyss of the bad migrations, and yet they assumed
reincarnation voluntarily in all migrations for the sake of disciplining living beings. Great Kings
of medicine, understanding all the sicknesses of passions, they could apply the medicine of the
Dharma appropriately. They were inexhaustible mines of limitless virtues, and they glorified
innumerable buddha-fields with the splendor of these virtues. They conferred great benefit
when seen, heard, or even approached. Were one to extol them for innumerable hundreds of
thousands of myriads of aeons, one still could not exhaust their mighty flood of virtues.

These bodhisattvas were named: Samadarsana, Asamadarsana, Samadhivikurvitaraja,
Dharmesvara, Dharmaketu, Prabhaketu, Prabhavyuha, Ratnavyuha, Mahavyuha,
Pratibhanakuta, Ratnakuta, Ratnapani, Ratnamudrahasta, Nityapralambahasta,
Nityotksipthasta, Nityatapta, Nityamuditendriya, Pramodyaraja, Devaraja,
Pranidhanapravesaprapta, Prasiddhapratisamvitprapta, Gaganaganja, Ratnolkaparigrhita,
Ratnasura, Ratnapriya, Ratnasri, Indrajala, Jaliniprabha, Niralambanadhyana, Prajnakuta,
Ratnadatta, Marapramardaka, Vidyuddeva, Vikurvanaraja, Kutanimittasamatikranta,
Simhanadanadin, Giryagrapramardiraja, Gandhahastin, Gandhakunjaranaga, Nityodyukta,
Aniksiptadhura, Pramati, Sujata, Padmasrigarbha, Padmavyuha, Avalokitesvara,
Mahasthamaprapta, Brahmajala, Ratnadandin, Marakarmavijeta, Ksetrasamalamkara,
Maniratnacchattra, Suvarnacuda, Manicuda, Maitreya, Manjusrikumarabhuta, and so forth,
with the remainderof the thirty-two thousand.

There were also gathered there ten thousand Brahmas, at their head Brahma Sikhin, who had
come from theAsoka universe with its four sectors to see, venerate, and serve the Buddha and
to hear the Dharma from hisown mouth. There were twelve thousand Sakras, from various
four-sector universes. And there were otherpowerful gods: Brahmas, Sakras, Lokapalas, devas,
nagas, yaksas, gandharvas, asuras, garudas, kimnaras, and mahoragas. Finally, there was the
fourfold community, consisting of bhikshus, bhikshunis, laymen, and laywomen.

The Lord Buddha, thus surrounded and venerated by these multitudes of many hundreds of
thousands of living beings, sat upon a majestic lion-throne and began to teach the Dharma.
Dominating all the multitudes, just as Sumeru, the king of mountains, looms high over the
oceans, the Lord Buddha shone, radiated, and glittered as he sat upon his magnificent lion-
throne.

Thereupon, the Licchavi bodhisattva Ratnakara, with five hundred Licchavi youths, each holding
a precious parasol made of seven different kinds of jewels, came forth from the city of Vaisali
and presented himself at the grove of Amrapali. Each approached the Buddha, bowed at his
feet, circumambulated him clockwise seven times, laid down his precious parasol in offering,
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and withdrew to one side.

As soon as all these precious parasols had been laid down, suddenly, by the miraculous power
of the Lord, they were transformed into a single precious canopy so great that it formed a
covering for this entire billion-world galaxy. The surface of the entire billion-world galaxy was
reflected in the interior of the great precious canopy, where the total content of this galaxy
could be seen: limitless mansions of suns, moons, and stellar bodies; the realms of the devas,
nagas, yaksas, gandharvas, asuras, garudas, kimnaras, and mahoragas, as well as the realms of
the four Maharajas; the king of mountains, Mound Sumeru; Mount Himadri, Mount Mucilinda,
Mount Mahamucilinda, Mount Gandhamadana, Mount Ratnaparvata, Mount Kalaparvata,
Mount Cakravada, Mount Mahacakravada; all the great oceans, rivers, bays torrents, streams,
brooks, and springs; finally, all the villages, suburbs, cities, capitals, provinces, and
wildernesses. All this could be clearly seen by everyone. And the voices of all the Buddhas of
the ten directions could be heard proclaiming their teachings of the Dharma in all the worlds,
the sounds reverberating in the space beneath the great precious canopy.

At this vision of the magnificent miracle effected by the supernatural power of the Lord
Buddha, the entire host was ecstatic, enraptured, astonished, delighted, satisfied, and filled
with awe and pleasure. They all bowed down to the Tathagata, withdrew to one side with
palms pressed together, and gazed upon him with fixed attention. The young Licchavi
Ratnakara knelt with his right knee on the ground, raised his hands, palms pressed together in
salute of the Buddha, and praised him with the following hymn.

Pure are your eyes, broad and beautiful, like the petals of a blue lotus.

Pure is your thought, having discovered the supreme transcendence of all trances.
Immeasurable is the ocean of your virtues, the accumulation of your good deeds.
You affirm the path of peace.

Oh, Great Ascetic, obeisance to youl!

Leader, bull of men, we behold the revelation of your miracle.
The superb and radiant fields of the Sugatas appear before us,
And your extensive spiritual teachings, that lead to immortality
Make themselves heard throughout the whole reach of space.

Dharma-King, you rule with the Dharma your supreme Dharma-kingdom,
And thereby bestow the treasures of the Dharma upon all living beings.
Expert in the deep analysis of things, you teach their ultimate meaning.
Sovereign Lord of Dharma, obeisance to you.

All these things arise dependently, from causes,
Yet they are neither existent nor nonexistent.
Therein is neither ego, nor experiencer, nor doer,
Yet no action, good or evil, loses its effects.

Such is your teaching.

The Holy Teaching of Vimalakirti Page 5

148



O Sakyamuni, conquering the powerful host of Mara,

You found peace, immortality, and the happiness of that supreme enlightenment,
Which is not realized by any among the heterodox,

Though they arrest their feeling, thought and mental processes.

O Wonderful King of Dharma,

You turned the wheel of Dharma before men and gods,
With its threefold revolution, its manifold aspects,

Its purity of nature, and its extreme peace;

And thereby the Three Jewels were revealed.

Those who are well disciplined by your precious Dharma
Are free of vain imaginings and always deeply peaceful.

Supreme doctor, you put an end to birth, decay, sickness, and death.
Immeasurable ocean of virtue, obeisance to you!

Like Mount Sumeru, you are unmoved by honor or scorn.

You love moral beings and immoral beings equally.

Poised in equanimity, your mind is like the sky.

Who would not honor such a precious jewel of a being?

Great Sage, in all these multitudes gathered here,

Who look upon your countenance with hearts sincere in faith,
Each being beholds the Victor, as if just before him.

This is a special quality of the Buddha.

Although the Lord speaks with but one voice,

Those present perceive that same voice differently,

And each understands in his own language according to his own needs.
This is a special quality of the Buddha.

From the Leader's act of speaking in a single voice,

Some merely develop an instinct for the teaching, some gain realization,
Some find pacification of all their doubts.

This is a special quality of the Buddha.

Obeisance to you who command the force of leadership and the ten powers!
Obeisance to you who are dauntless, knowing no fear!

Obeisance to you, leader of all living beings,

Who fully manifests the special qualities!

Obeisance to you who have cut the bondage of all fetters!
Obeisance to you who, having gone beyond, stand on firm ground!
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Obeisance to you who save the suffering beings!
Obeisance to you who do not remain in the migrations!

You associate with living beings by frequenting their migrations.
Yet your mind is liberated from all migrations.

Just as the lotus, born of mud, is not tainted thereby,

So the lotus of the Buddha preserves the realization of voidness.

You nullify all signs in all things everywhere.

You are not subject to any wish for anything at all.

The miraculous power of the Buddhas is inconceivable.
| bow to you, who stand nowhere, like infinite space.

Then, the young Licchavi Ratnakara, having celebrated the Buddha with these verses, further
addressed him:

"Lord, these five hundred young Licchavis are truly on their way to unexcelled, perfect
enlightenment, and they have asked what is the bodhisattvas' purification of the buddha-field.
Please, Lord, explain to them the bodhisattvas' purification of the buddha-field!"

Upon this request, the Buddha gave his approval to the young Licchavi Ratnakara: "Good, good,
young man!

Your question to the Tathagata about the purification of the buddha-field is indeed good.
Therefore, young man, listen well and remember! | will explain to you the purification of the
buddha-field of the bodhisattvas."

"Very good, Lord," replied Ratnakara and the five hundred young Licchavis, and they set
themselves to listen.

The Buddha said, "Noble sons, a buddha-field of bodhisattvas is a field of living beings. Why so?
A bodhisattva embraces a buddha-field to the same extent that he causes the development of
living beings. He embraces a buddha-field to the same extent that living beings become
disciplined. He embraces a buddha-field to the same extent that, through entrance into a
buddha-field, living beings are introduced to the buddha-gnosis. He embraces a buddha-field to
the same extent that, through entrance into that buddha-field, living beings increase their holy
spiritual faculties. Why so? Noble son, a buddha-field of bodhisattvas springs from the aims of
living beings.

"For example, Ratnakara, should one wish to build in empty space, one might go ahead in spite
of the fact that it is not possible to build or to adorn anything in empty space. In just the same
way, should a bodhisattva, who knows full well that all things are like empty space, wish to
build a buddha-field in order to develop living beings, he might go ahead, in spite of the fact
that it is not possible to build or to adorn a buddha-field in empty space.
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"Yet, Ratnakara, a bodhisattva's buddha-field is a field of positive thought. When he attains
enlightenment, living beings free of hypocrisy and deceit will be born in his buddha-field.

"Noble son, a bodhisattva's buddha-field is a field of high resolve. When he attains
enlightenment, living beings who have harvested the two stores and have planted the roots of
virtue will be born in his buddha-field.

"A bodhisattva's buddha-field is a field of virtuous application. When he attains enlightenment
living beings who live by all virtuous principles will be born in his buddha-field.

"A bodhisattva's buddha-field is the magnificence of the conception of the spirit of
enlightenment. When he attains enlightenment, living beings who are actually participating in
the Mahayana will be born in his buddha-field.

"A bodhisattva's buddha-field is a field of generosity. When he attains enlightenment, living
beings who give away all their possessions will be born in his buddha-field.

"A bodhisattva's buddha-field is a field of tolerance. When he attains enlightenment, living
beings with the transcendences of tolerance, discipline, and the superior trance - hence
beautiful with the thirty-two auspicious signs - will be born in his buddha-field.

"A bodhisattva's buddha-field is a field of meditation. When he attains enlightenment, living
beings who are evenly balanced through mindfulness and awareness will be born in his buddha-
field.

"A bodhisattva's buddha-field is a field of wisdom. When he attains enlightenment, living beings
who are destined for the ultimate will be born in his buddha-field.

"A bodhisattva's buddha-field consists of the four immeasurables. When he attains
enlightenment, living beings who live by love, compassion, joy, and impartiality will be born in
his buddha-field.

"A bodhisattva's buddha-field consists of the four means of unification. When he attains
enlightenment, living beings who are held together by all the liberations will be born in his
buddha-field.

"A bodhisattva's buddha-field is skill in liberative technique. When he attains enlightenment,
living beings skilled in all liberative techniques and activities will be born in his buddha-field.

"A bodhisattva's buddha-field consists of the thirty-seven aids to enlightenment. Living beings
who devote their efforts to the four foci of mindfulness, the four right efforts, the four bases of
magical power, the five spiritual faculties, the five strengths, the seven factors of
enlightenment, and the eight branches of the holy path will be born in his buddha-field.
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"A bodhisattva's buddha-field is his mind of total dedication. When he attains enlightenment,
the ornaments of all virtues will appear in his buddha-field.

"A bodhisattva's buddha-field is the doctrine that eradicates the eight adversities. When he
attains enlightenment, the three bad migrations will cease, and there will be no such thing as
the eight adversities in his buddha-field.

"A bodhisattva's buddha-field consists of his personal observance of the basic precepts and his
restraint in blaming others for their transgressions. When he attains enlightenment, even the
word 'crime' will never be mentioned in his buddha-field.

"A bodhisattva's buddha-field is the purity of the path of the ten virtues. When he attains
enlightenment, living beings who are secure in long life, great in wealth, chaste in conduct,
enhanced by true speech, soft-spoken, free of divisive intrigues and adroit in reconciling
factions, enlightening in their conversations, free of envy, free of malice, and endowed with
perfect views will be born in his buddha-field.

"Thus, noble son, just as is the bodhisattva's production of the spirit of enlightenment, so is his
positive thought. And just as is his positive thought, so is his virtuous application.

"His virtuous application is tantamount to his high resolve, his high resolve is tantamount to his
determination, his determination is tantamount to his practice, his practice is tantamount to his
total dedication, his total dedication is tantamount to his liberative technique, his liberative
technique is tantamount to his development of living beings, and his development of living
beings is tantamount to the purity of his buddha-field.

"The purity of his buddha-field reflects the purity of living beings; the purity of the living beings
reflects the purity of his gnosis; the purity of his gnosis reflects the purity of his doctrine; the
purity of his doctrine reflects the purity of his transcendental practice; and the purity of his
transcendental practice reflects the purity of his own mind."

Thereupon, magically influenced by the Buddha, the venerable Sariputra had this thought: "If
the buddha-field is pure only to the extent that the mind of the bodhisattva is pure, then, when
Sakyamuni Buddha was engaged in the career of the bodhisattva, his mind must have been
impure. Otherwise, how could this buddha-field appear to be so impure?"

The Buddha, knowing telepathically the thought of venerable Sariputra, said to him, "What do
you think, Sariputra? Is it because the sun and moon are impure that those blind from birth do
not see them?"

Sariputra replied, "No, Lord. It is not so. The fault lies with those blind from birth, and not with
the sun and moon."

The Buddha declared, "In the same way, Sariputra, the fact that some living beings do not
behold the splendid display of virtues of the buddha-field of the Tathagata is due to their own
ignorance. It is not the fault of the Tathagata. Sariputra, the buddha-field of the Tathagata is
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pure, but you do not see it."

Then the Brahma Sikhin said to the venerable Sariputra, "Reverend Sariputra, do not say that
the buddha-field of the Tathagata is impure. Reverend Sariputra, the buddha-field of the
Tathagata is pure. | see the splendid expanse of the buddha-field of the Lord Sakyamuni as
equal to the splendor of, for example, the abodes of the highest deities."

Then the venerable Sariputra said to the Brahma Sikhin, "As for me, O Brahma, | see this great
earth, with its highs and lows, its thorns, its precipices, its peaks, and its abysses, as if it were
entirely filled with ordure."

Brahma Sikhin replied, "The fact that you see such a buddha-field as this as if it were so impure,
reverend Sariputra, is a sure sign that there are highs and lows in your mind and that your
positive thought in regard to the buddha-gnosis is not pure either. Reverend Sariputra, those
whose minds are impartial toward all living beings and whose positive thoughts toward the
buddha-gnosis are pure see this buddha-field as perfectly pure."

Thereupon the Lord touched the ground of this billion-world-galactic universe with his big toe,
and suddenly it was transformed into a huge mass of precious jewels, a magnificent array of
many hundreds of thousands of clusters of precious gems, until it resembled the universe of the
Tathagata Ratnavyuha, called Anantagunaratnavyuha. Everyone in the entire assembly was
filled with wonder, each perceiving himself seated on a throne of jeweled lotuses.

Then, the Buddha said to the venerable Sariputra, "Sariputra, do you see this splendor of the
virtues of the buddha-field?"

Sariputra replied, "l see it, Lord! Here before me is a display of splendor such as | never before
heard of or beheld!"

The Buddha said, "Sariputra, this buddha-field is always thus pure, but the Tathagata makes it
appear to be spoiled by many faults, in order to bring about the maturity of the inferior living
beings. For example, Sariputra, the gods of the Trayastrimsa heaven all take their food from a
single precious vessel, yet the nectar which nourishes each one differs according to the
differences of the merits each has accumulated. Just so, Sariputra, living beings born in the
same buddha-field see the splendor of the virtues of the buddha-fields of the Buddhas
according to their own degrees of purity."

When this splendor of the beauty of the virtues of the buddha-field shone forth, eighty-four
thousand beings conceived the spirit of unexcelled perfect enlightenment, and the five hundred
Licchavi youths who had accompanied the young Licchavi Ratnakara all attained the
conformative tolerance of ultimate birthlessness.

Then, the Lord withdrew his miraculous power and at once the buddha-field was restored to its
usual appearance. Then, both men and gods who subscribed to the disciple-vehicle thought,
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"Alas! All constructed things are impermanent."

Thereby, thirty-two thousand living beings purified their immaculate, undistorted Dharma-eye
in regard to all things. The eight thousand bhikshus were liberated from their mental
defilements, attaining the state of nongrasping. And the eighty-four thousand living beings who
were devoted to the grandeur of the buddha-field, having understood that all things are by
nature but magical creations, all conceived in their own minds the spirit of unexcelled, totally
perfect enlightenment. /\
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Chapter Two
Inconceivable Skill in Liberative Technique

At that time, there lived in the great city of Vaisali a certain Licchavi, Vimalakirti by name.
Having served the ancient Buddhas, he had generated the roots of virtue by honoring them and
making offerings to them. He had attained tolerance as well as eloquence. He played with the
great superknowledges. He had attained the power of incantations and the fearlessnesses. He
had conquered all demons and opponents. He had penetrated the profound way of the
Dharma. He was liberated through the transcendence of wisdom. Having integrated his
realization with skill in liberative technique, he was expert in knowing the thoughts and actions
of living beings. Knowing the strength or weakness of their faculties, and being gifted with
unrivaled eloquence, he taught the Dharma appropriately to each. Having applied himself
energetically to the Mahayana, he understood it and accomplished his tasks with great finesse.
He lived with the deportment of a Buddha, and his superior intelligence was as wide as an
ocean. He was praised, honored, and commended by all the Buddhas and was respected by
Indra, Brahma, and all the Lokapalas. In order to develop living beings with his skill in liberative
technique, he lived in the great city of Vaisali.

His wealth was inexhaustible for the purpose of sustaining the poor and the helpless. He
observed a pure morality in order to protect the immoral. He maintained tolerance and self-
control in order to reconcile beings who were angry, cruel, violent, and brutal. He blazed with
energy in order to inspire people who were lazy. He maintained concentration, mindfulness,
and meditation in order to sustain the mentally troubled. He attained decisive wisdom in order
to sustain the foolish.

He wore the white clothes of the layman, yet lived impeccably like a religious devotee. He lived
at home, but remained aloof from the realm of desire, the realm of pure matter, and the
immaterial realm. He had a son, a wife, and female attendants, yet always maintained
continence. He appeared to be surrounded by servants, yet lived in solitude. He appeared to be
adorned with ornaments, yet always was endowed with the auspicious signs and marks. He
seemed to eat and drink, yet always took nourishment from the taste of meditation. He made
his appearance at the fields of sports and in the casinos, but his aim was always to mature
those people who were attached to games and gambling. He visited the fashionable heterodox
teachers, yet always kept unswerving loyalty to the Buddha. He understood the mundane and
transcendental sciences and esoteric practices, yet always took pleasure in the delights of the
Dharma. He mixed in all crowds, yet was respected as foremost of all.

In order to be in harmony with people, he associated with elders, with those of middle age, and
with the young, yet always spoke in harmony with the Dharma. He engaged in all sorts of
businesses, yet had no interest in profit or possessions. To train living beings, he would appear
at crossroads and on street corners, and to protect them he participated in government. To
turn people away from the Hinayana and to engage them in the Mahayana, he appeared
among listeners and teachers of the Dharma. To develop children, he visited all the schools. To
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demonstrate the evils of desire, he even entered the brothels. To establish drunkards in correct
mindfulness, he entered all the cabarets.

He was honored as the businessman among businessmen because he demonstrated the
priority of the Dharma. He was honored as the landlord among landlords because he renounced
the aggressiveness of ownership. He was honored as the warrior among warriors because he
cultivated endurance, determination, and fortitude. He was honored as the aristocrat among
aristocrats because he suppressed pride, vanity, and arrogance. He was honored as the official
among officials because he regulated the functions of government according to the Dharma. He
was honored as the prince of princes because he reversed their attachment to royal pleasures
and sovereign power. He was honored as a eunuch in the royal harem because he taught the
young ladies according to the Dharma.

He was compatible with ordinary people because he appreciated the excellence of ordinary
merits. He was honored as the Indra among Indras because he showed them the temporality of
their lordship. He was honored as the Brahma among Brahmas because he showed them the
special excellence of gnosis. He was honored as the Lokapala among Lokapalas because he
fostered the development of all living beings.

Thus lived the Licchavi Vimalakirti in the great city of Vaisali, endowed with an infinite
knowledge of skill in liberative techniques.

At that time, out of this very skill in liberative technique, Vimalakirti manifested himself as if
sick. To inquire after his health, the king, the officials, the lords, the youths, the aristocrats, the
householders, the businessmen, the townfolk, the countryfolk, and thousands of other living
beings came forth from the great city of Vaisali and called on the invalid. When they arrived,
Vimalakirti taught them the Dharma, beginning his discourse from the actuality of the four main
elements:

"Friends, this body is so impermanent, fragile, unworthy of confidence, and feeble. It is so
insubstantial, perishable, short-lived, painful, filled with diseases, and subject to changes. Thus,
my friends, as this body is only a vessel of many sicknesses, wise men do not rely on it. This
body is like a ball of foam, unable to bear any pressure. It is like a water bubble, not remaining
very long. It is like a mirage, born from the appetites of the passions. It is like the trunk of the
plantain tree, having no core. Alas! This body is like a machine, a nexus of bones and tendons. It
is like a magical illusion, consisting of falsifications. It is like a dream, being an unreal vision. It is
like a reflection, being the image of former actions. It is like an echo, being dependent on
conditioning. It is like a cloud, being characterized by turbulence and dissolution. It is like a flash
of lightning, being unstable, and decaying every moment. The body is ownerless, being the
product of a variety of conditions.

"This body is inert, like the earth; selfless, like water; lifeless, like fire; impersonal, like the wind;
and nonsubstantial, like space. This body is unreal, being a collocation of the four main
elements. It is void, not existing as self or as self-possessed. It is inanimate, being like grass,
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trees, walls, clods of earth, and hallucinations. It is insensate, being driven like a windmill. It is
filthy, being an agglomeration of pus and excrement. It is false, being fated to be broken and
destroyed, in spite of being anointed and massaged. It is afflicted by the four hundred and four
diseases. It is like an ancient well, constantly overwhelmed by old age. Its duration is never
certain - certain only is its end in death. This body is a combination of aggregates, elements,
and sense-media, which are comparable to murderers, poisonous snakes, and an empty town,
respectively.

Therefore, you should be revulsed by such a body. You should despair of it and should arouse
your admiration for the body of the Tathagata.

"Friends, the body of a Tathagata is the body of Dharma, born of gnosis. The body of a
Tathagata is born of the stores of merit and wisdom. It is born of morality, of meditation, of
wisdom, of the liberations, and of the knowledge and vision of liberation. It is born of love,
compassion, joy, and impartiality. It is born of charity, discipline, and self-control. It is born of
the path of ten virtues. It is born of patience and gentleness. It is born of the roots of virtue
planted by solid efforts. It is born of the concentrations, the liberations, the meditations, and
the absorptions. It is born of learning, wisdom, and liberative technique. It is born of the thirty-
seven aids to enlightenment. It is born of mental quiescence and transcendental analysis. It is
born of the ten powers, the four fearlessnesses, and the eighteen special qualities. It is born of
all the transcendences. It is born from sciences and superknowledges. It is born of the
abandonment of all evil qualities, and of the collection of all good qualities. It is born of truth. It
is born of reality. It is born of conscious awareness.

"Friends, the body of a Tathagata is born of innumerable good works. Toward such a body you
should turn your aspirations, and, in order to eliminate the sicknesses of the passions of all
living beings, you should conceive the spirit of unexcelled, perfect enlightenment."

While the Licchavi Vimalakirti thus taught the Dharma to those who had come to inquire about
his sickness, many hundreds of thousands of living beings conceived the spirit of unexcelled,
perfect enlightenment. /\
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Chapter Three
The Disciples' Reluctance to Visit Vimalakirti

Then, the Licchavi Vimalakirti thought to himself, "I am sick, lying on my bed in pain, yet the
Tathagata, the saint, the perfectly accomplished Buddha, does not consider or take pity upon
me, and sends no one to inquire after my illness."

The Lord knew this thought in the mind of Vimalakirti and said to the venerable Sariputra,
"Sariputra, go to inquire after the illness of the Licchavi Vimalakirti."

Thus having been addressed, the venerable Sariputra answered the Buddha, "Lord, | am indeed
reluctant to go to ask the Licchavi Vimalakirti about his illness. Why? | remember one day, when
| was sitting at the foot of a tree in the forest, absorbed in contemplation, the Licchavi
Vimalakirti came to the foot of that tree and said to me, 'Reverend Sariputra, this is not the way
to absorb yourself in contemplation. You should absorb yourself in contemplation so that
neither body nor mind appear anywhere in the triple world. You should absorb yourself in
contemplation in such a way that you can manifest all ordinary behavior without forsaking
cessation. You should absorb yourself in contemplation in such a way that you can manifest the
nature of an ordinary person without abandoning your cultivated spiritual nature. You should
absorb yourself in contemplation so that the mind neither settles within nor moves without
toward external forms. You should absorb yourself in contemplation in such a way that the
thirty-seven aids to enlightenment are manifest without deviation toward any convictions. You
should absorb yourself in contemplation in such a way that you are released in liberation
without abandoning the passions that are the province of the world.

"'Reverend Sariputra, those who absorb themselves in contemplation in such a way are
declared by the Lord to be truly absorbed in contemplation.'

"Lord, when | heard this teaching, | was unable to reply and remained silent. Therefore, | am
reluctant to go to ask that good man about his sickness."

Then, the Buddha said to the venerable Mahamaudgalyayana, "Maudgalyayana, go to the
Licchavi Vimalakirti to inquire about his illness."

Maudgalyayana replied, "Lord, | am indeed reluctant to go to the Licchavi Vimalakirti to inquire
about his illness. Why? | remember one day when | was teaching the Dharma to the
householders in a square in the great city of Vaisali, and the Licchavi Vimalakirti came along and
said to me, 'Reverend Maudgalyayana, that is not the way to teach the Dharma to the
householders in their white clothes. The Dharma must be taught according to reality.

"'Reverend Maudgalyayana, the Dharma is without living beings, because it is free of the dust of
living beings. It is selfless, because it is free of the dust of desire. It is lifeless, because it is free
of birth and death. It is without personalities, because it dispenses with past origins and future
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destinies.

""The Dharma is peace and pacification, because it is free from desire. It does not become an
object, because it is free of words and letters; it is inexpressible, and it transcends all
movement of mind.

""The Dharma is omnipresent, because it is like infinite space. It is without color, mark, or
shape, because it is free of all process. It is without the concept of "mine," because it is free of
the habitual notion of possession. It is without ideation, because it is free of mind, thought, or
consciousness. It is incomparable, because it has no antitheses. It is without presumption of
conditionality, because it does not conform to causes.

"It permeates evenly all things, because all are included in the ultimate realm. It conforms to
reality by means of the process of nonconformity. It abides at the reality-limit, for it is utterly
without fluctuation. It is immovable, because it is independent of the six objects of sense. It is
without coming and going, for it never stands still. It is comprised by voidness, is remarkable
through signlessness, and is free of presumption and repudiation, because of wishlessness. It is
without establishment and rejection, without birth or destruction. It is without any
fundamental consciousness, transcending the range of eye, ear, nose, tongue, body, and
thought. It is without highness and lowness. It abides without movement or activity.

"'Reverend Mahamaudgalyayana, how could there be a teaching in regard to such a Dharma?
Reverend Mahamaudgalyayana, even the expression "to teach the Dharma" is presumptuous,
and those who listen to it listen to presumption. Reverend Maudgalyayana, where there are no
presumptuous words, there is no teacher of the Dharma, no one to listen, and no one to
understand. It is as if an illusory person were to teach the Dharma to illusory people.

"'"Therefore, you should teach the Dharma by keeping your mind on this. You should be adept in
regard to the spiritual faculties of living beings. By means of the correct vision of the wisdom-
eye, manifesting the great compassion, acknowledging the benevolent activity of the Buddha,
purifying your intentions, understanding the definitive expressions of the Dharma, you should
teach the Dharma in order that the continuity of the Three Jewels may never be interrupted.’

"Lord, when Vimalakirti had discoursed thus, eight hundred householders in the crowd
conceived the spirit of unexcelled, perfect enlightenment, and | myself was speechless.
Therefore, Lord, | am indeed reluctant to go to this good man to inquire about his illness."
Then, the Buddha said to the venerable Mahakasyapa, "Mahakasyapa, you go to the Licchavi
Vimalakirti to inquire about his illness."

"Lord, | am indeed reluctant to go to the Licchavi Vimalakirti to inquire about his illness. Why? |
remember one day, when | was in the street of the poor begging for my food, the Licchavi
Vimalakirti came along and said to me, 'Reverend Mahakasyapa, to avoid the houses of the
wealthy, and to favor the houses of the poor - this is partiality in benevolence. Reverend
Mahakasyapa, you should dwell on the fact of the equality of things, and you should seek alms
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with consideration for all living beings at all times. You should beg your food in awareness of
the ultimate nonexistence of food. You should seek alms for the sake of eliminating the
materialism of others.

When you enter a town, you should keep in mind its actual voidness, yet you should proceed
through it in order to develop men and women. You should enter homes as if entering the
family of the Buddha. You should accept alms by not taking anything. You should see form like a
man blind from birth, hear sounds as if they were echoes, smell scents as if they were winds,
experience tastes without any discrimination, touch tangibles in awareness of the ultimate lack
of contact in gnosis, and know things with the consciousness of an illusory creature. That which
is without intrinsic substance and without imparted substance does not burn. And what does
not burn will not be extinguished.

"'Elder Mahakasyapa, if, equipoised in the eight liberations without transcending the eight
perversions, you can enter the equanimity of reality by means of the equanimity of perversion,
and if you can make a gift to all living beings and an offering to all the saints and Buddhas out of
even a single measure of alms, then you yourself may eat. Thus, when you eat, after offering,
you should be neither affected by passions nor free of passions, neither involved in
concentration nor free from concentration, neither living in the world nor abiding in liberation.
Furthermore, those who give such alms, reverend, have neither great merit nor small merit,
neither gain nor loss. They should follow the way of the Buddhas, not the way of the disciples.
Only in this way, Elder Mahakasyapa, is the practice of eating by alms meaningful.'

"Lord, when | heard this teaching, | was astonished and thought: 'Reverence to all bodhisattvas!
If a lay bodhisattva may be endowed with such eloquence, who is there who would not
conceive the spirit of unexcelled, perfect enlightenment? From that time forth, | no longer
recommend the vehicles of the disciples and of the solitary sages but recommend the
Mahayana. And thus, Lord, | am reluctant to go to this good man to inquire about his illness."

Then, the Buddha said to the venerable Subhuti, "Subhuti, go to the Licchavi Vimalakirti to
inquire about his illness."

Subhuti replied, "Lord, | am indeed reluctant to go to this good man to inquire about his illness.
Why? My Lord,

| remember one day, when | went to beg my food at the house of the Licchavi Vimalakirti in the
great city of Vaisali, he took my bowl and filled it with some excellent food and said to me,
'Reverend Subhuti, take this food if you understand the equality of all things, by means of the
equality of material objects, and if you understand the equality of all the attributes of the
Buddha, by means of the equality of all things. Take this food if, without abandoning desire,
hatred, and folly, you can avoid association with them; if you can follow the path of the single
way without ever disturbing the egoistic views; if you can produce the knowledges and
liberations without conquering ignorance and the craving for existence; if, by the equality of the
five deadly sins, you reach the equality of liberation; if you are neither liberated nor bound; if
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you do not see the Four Holy Truths, yet are not the one who "has not seen the truth"; if you
have not attained any fruit, yet are not the one who "has not attained"; if you are an ordinary
person, yet have not the qualities of an ordinary person; if you are not holy, yet are not unholy;
if you are responsible for all things, yet are free of any notion concerning anything.

"'"Take this food, reverend Subhuti, if, without seeing the Buddha, hearing the Dharma, or
serving the Sangha, you undertake the religious life under the six heterodox masters; namely,
Purana Kasyapa, Maskarin Gosaliputra, Samjayin Vairatiputra, Kakuda Katyayana, Ajita
Kesakambala, and Nirgrantha Jnaniputra, and follow the ways they prescribe.

"'"Take this food, reverend Subhuti, if, entertaining all false views, you find neither extremes nor
middle; if, bound up in the eight adversities, you do not obtain favorable conditions; if,
assimilating the passions, you do not attain purification; if the dispassion of all living beings is
your dispassion, reverend; if those who make offerings to you are not thereby purified; if those
who offer you food, reverend, still fall into the three bad migrations; if you associate with all
Maras; if you entertain all passions; if the nature of passions is the nature of a reverend; if you
have hostile feelings toward all living beings; if you despise all the Buddhas; if you criticize all
the teachings of the Buddha; if you do not rely on the Sangha; and finally, if you never enter
ultimate liberation.'

"Lord, when | heard these words of the Licchavi Vimalakirti, | wondered what | should say and
what | should do, but | was totally in the dark. Leaving the bowl, | was about to leave the house
when the Licchavi Vimalakirti said to me, 'Reverend Subhuti, do not fear these words, and pick
up your bowl. What do you think, reverend Subhuti? If it were an incarnation created by the
Tathagata who spoke thus to you, would you be afraid?"

"I answered, 'No indeed, noble sir!' He then said, 'Reverend Subhuti, the nature of all things is
like illusion, like a magical incarnation. So you should not fear them. Why? All words also have
that nature, and thus the wise are not attached to words, nor do they fear them. Why? All
language does not ultimately exist, except as liberation. The nature of all things is liberation.'

"When Vimalakirti had discoursed in this way, two hundred gods obtained the pure doctrinal
vision in regard to all things, without obscurity or defilement, and five hundred gods obtained
the conformative tolerance. As for me, | was speechless and unable to respond to him.
Therefore, Lord, | am reluctant to go to this good man to inquire about his illness."

Then, the Buddha said to the venerable Purnamaitrayaniputra, "Purna, go to the Licchavi
Vimalakirti to inquire about his illness."

Purna replied, "Lord, | am indeed reluctant to go to this good man to inquire about his illness.
Why? Lord, | remember one day, when | was teaching the Dharma to some young monks in the
great forest, the Licchavi Vimalakirti came there and said to me, 'Reverend Purna, first
concentrate yourself, regard the minds of these young bhikshus, and then teach them the
Dharma! Do not put rotten food into a jeweled bowl! First understand the inclinations of these
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monks, and do not confuse priceless sapphires with glass beads!

"'Reverend Purna, without examining the spiritual faculties of living beings, do not presume
upon the one-sidedness of their faculties; do not wound those who are without wounds; do not
impose a narrow path upon those who aspire to a great path; do not try to pour the great
ocean into the hoof-print of an ox; do not try to put Mount Sumeru into a grain of mustard; do
not confuse the brilliance of the sun with the light of a glowworm; and do not expose those
who admire the roar of a lion to the howl of a jackal!

"'Reverend Purna, all these monks were formerly engaged in the Mahayana but have forgotten
the spirit of enlightenment. So do not instruct them in the disciple-vehicle. The disciple-vehicle
is not ultimately valid, and you disciples are like men blind from birth, in regard to recognition
of the degrees of the spiritual faculties of living beings.'

"At that moment, the Licchavi Vimalakirti entered into such a concentration that those monks
were caused to remember their various former existences, in which they had produced the
roots of virtue by serving five hundred Buddhas for the sake of perfect enlightenment. As soon
as their own spirits of enlightenment had become clear to them, they bowed at the feet of that
good man and pressed their palms together in reverence. He taught them the Dharma, and
they all attained the stage of irreversibility from the spirit of unexcelled, perfect enlightenment.
It occurred to me then, 'The disciples, who do not know the thoughts or the inclinations of
others, are not able to teach the Dharma to anyone. Why? These disciples are not expert in
discerning the superiority and inferiority of the spiritual faculties of living beings, and they are
not always in a state of concentration like the Tathagata, the Saint, the perfectly accomplished
Buddha.'

"Therefore, Lord, | am reluctant to go to that good man to inquire about his health."

The Buddha then said to the venerable Mahakatyayana, "Katyayana, go to the Licchavi
Vimalakirti to inquire about his illness."

Katyayana replied, "Lord, | am indeed reluctant to go that good man to inquire about his illness.
Why? Lord, | remember one day when, after the Lord had given some brief instruction to the
monks, | was defining the expressions of that discourse by teaching the meaning of
impermanence, suffering, selflessness, and peace; the Licchavi Vimalakirti came there and said
to me, 'Reverend Mahakatyayana, do not teach an ultimate reality endowed with activity,
production, and destruction! Reverend Mahakatyayana, nothing was ever destroyed, is
destroyed, or will ever be destroyed. Such is the meaning of "impermanence." The meaning of
the realization of birthlessness, through the realization of the voidness of the five aggregates, is
the meaning of "suffering." The fact of the nonduality of self and selflessness is the meaning of
"selflessness." That which has no intrinsic substance and no other sort of substance does not
burn, and what does not burn is not extinguished; such lack of extinction is the meaning of
"peace."
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"When he had discoursed thus, the minds of the monks were liberated from their defilements
and entered a state of nongrasping.

Therefore, Lord, | am reluctant to go to that good man to inquire about his illness."

The Buddha then said to the venerable Aniruddha, "Aniruddha, go to the Licchavi Vimalakirti to
inquire about his illness."

"My Lord, | am indeed reluctant to go that good man to inquire about his illness. Why? |
remember, Lord, one day when | was taking a walk, the great Brahma named Subhavyuha and
the ten thousand other Brahmas who accompanied him illuminated the place with their
radiance and, having bowed their heads at my feet, withdrew to one side and asked me,
'Reverend Aniruddha, you have been proclaimed by the Buddha to be the foremost among
those who possess the divine eye. To what distance does the divine vision of the venerable
Aniruddha extend?'

| answered, 'Friends, | see the entire billion-world-galactic universe of the Lord Sakyamuni just
as plainly as a man of ordinary vision sees a myrobalan nut on the palm of his hand.' When |
had said these words, the Licchavi Vimalakirti came there and, having bowed his head at my
feet, said to me, 'Reverend Aniruddha, is your divine eye compounded in nature? Or is it
uncompounded in nature?

If it is compounded in nature, it is the same as the superknowledges of the heterodox. If it is
uncompounded in nature, then it is not constructed and, as such, is incapable of seeing. Then,
how do you see, O elder?'

"At these words, | became speechless, and Brahma also was amazed to hear this teaching from
that good man.

Having bowed to him, he said, 'Who then, in the world, possesses the divine eye?"

"Vimalakirti answered, 'In the world, it is the Buddhas who have the divine eye. They see all the
buddha-fields without even leaving their state of concentration and without being affected by
duality.'

"Having heard these words, the ten thousand Brahmas were inspired with high resolve and
conceived the spirit of unexcelled, perfect enlightenment. Having paid homage and respect
both to me and to that good man, they disappeared. As for me, | remained speechless, and
therefore | am reluctant to go to that good man to inquire about his iliness."

The Buddha then said to the venerable Upali, "Upali, go to the Licchavi Vimalakirti to inquire
about his illness."

Upali replied, "Lord, | am indeed reluctant to go to that good man to inquire about his illness.
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Why? Lord, | remember that one day there were two monks who had committed some
infraction and were too ashamed to appear before the Lord, so they came to me and said,
'Reverend Upali, we have both committed an infraction but are too ashamed to appear before
the Buddha. Venerable Upali, kindly remove our anxieties by absolving us of these infractions.'

"Lord, while | was giving those two monks some religious discourse, the Licchavi Vimalakirti
came there and said to me, 'Reverend Upali, do not aggravate further the sins of these two
monks. Without perplexing them, relieve their remorse. Reverend Upali, sin is not to be
apprehended within, or without, or between the two. Why?

The Buddha has said, "Living beings are afflicted by the passions of thought, and they are
purified by the purification of thought."

"'"Reverend Upali, the mind is neither within nor without, nor is it to be apprehended between
the two. Sin is just the same as the mind, and all things are just the same as sin. They do not
escape this same reality.

"'Reverend Upali, this nature of the mind, by virtue of which your mind, reverend, is liberated -
does it ever become afflicted?'

"'"Never,' | replied.

"'Reverend Upali, the minds of all living beings have that very nature. Reverend Upali, passions
consist of conceptualizations. The ultimate nonexistence of these conceptualizations and
imaginary fabrications - that is the purity that is the intrinsic nature of the mind.
Misapprehensions are passions. The ultimate absence of misapprehensions is the intrinsic
nature of the mind. The presumption of self is passion. The absence of self is the intrinsic
nature of the mind. Reverend Upali, all things are without production, destruction, and
duration, like magical illusions, clouds, and lightning; all things are evanescent, not remaining
even for an instant; all things are like dreams, hallucinations, and unreal visions; all things are
like the reflection of the moon in water and like a mirror-image; they are born of mental
construction. Those who know this are called the true upholders of the discipline, and those
disciplined in that way are indeed well disciplined."

"Then the two monks said, 'This householder is extremely well endowed with wisdom. The
reverend Upali, who was proclaimed by the Lord as the foremost of the upholders of the
discipline, is not his equal.'

"I then said to the two monks, 'Do not entertain the notion that he is a mere householder!
Why? With the exception of the Tathagata himself, there is no disciple or bodhisattva capable
of competing with his eloquence or rivaling the brilliance of his wisdom.'

"Thereupon, the two monks, delivered from their anxieties and inspired with a high resolve,
conceived the spirit of unexcelled, perfect enlightenment. Bowing down to that good man, they
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made the wish: 'May all living beings attain eloquence such as this!' Therefore, | am reluctant to
go to that good man to inquire about his illness."

The Buddha then said to the venerable Rahula, "Rahula, go to the Licchavi Vimalakirti to inquire
about his illness."

Rahula replied, "Lord, | am indeed reluctant to go to that good man to inquire about his illness.
Why? Lord, | remember that one day many young Licchavi gentlemen came to the place where |
was and said to me, 'Reverend Rahula, you are the son of the Lord, and, having renounced a
kingdom of a universal monarch, you have left the world. What are the virtues and benefits you
saw in leaving the world?'

"As | was teaching them properly the benefits and virtues of renouncing the world, the Licchavi
Vimalakirti came there and, having greeted me, said, 'Reverend Rahula, you should not teach
the benefits and virtues of renunciation in the way that you do. Why? Renunciation is itself the
very absence of virtues and benefits. Reverend Rahula, one may speak of benefits and virtues in
regard to compounded things, but renunciation is uncompounded, and there can be no
guestion of benefits and virtues in regard to the uncompounded. Reverend Rahula,
renunciation is not material but is free of matter. It is free of the extreme views of beginning
and end. It is the path of liberation. It is praised by the wise, embraced by the saints, and causes
the defeat of all Maras. It liberates from the five states of existence, purifies the five eyes,
cultivates the five powers, and supports the five spiritual faculties. Renunciation is totally
harmless to others and is not adulterated with evil things. It disciplines the heterodox,
transcending all denominations. It is the bridge over the swamp of desire, without grasping, and
free of the habits of "I" and "mine." It is without attachment and without disturbance,
eliminating all commotion. It disciplines one's own mind and protects the minds of others. It
favors mental quiescence and stimulates transcendental analysis. It is irreproachable in all
respects and so is called renunciation. Those who leave the mundane in this way are called
"truly renunciant." Young men, renounce the world in the light of this clear teaching! The
appearance of the Buddha is extremely rare. Human life endowed with leisure and opportunity
is very hard to obtain. To be a human being is very precious.'

"The young men complained: 'But, householder, we have heard the Tathagata declare that one
should not renounce the world without the permission of one's parents.'

"Vimalakirti answered: 'Young men, you should cultivate yourselves intensively to conceive the
spirit of unexcelled, perfect enlightenment. That in itself will be your renunciation and high
ordination!

"Thereupon, thirty-two of the Licchavi youths conceived the spirit of unexcelled, perfect
enlightenment.

Therefore, Lord, | am reluctant to go to that good man to inquire about his illness."
The Buddha then said to the venerable Ananda, "Ananda, go to the Licchavi Vimalakirti to
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inquire about his illness."

Ananda replied, "Lord, | am indeed reluctant to go to that good man to inquire about his illness.
Why? Lord, | remember one day when the body of the Lord manifested some indisposition and
he required some milk; | took the bowl and went to the door of the mansion of a great
Brahman family. The Licchavi Vimalakirti came there, and, having saluted me, said, 'Reverend
Ananda, what are you doing on the threshold of this house with your bowl in your hand so early
in the morning?'

"I replied: 'The body of the Lord manifests some indisposition, and he needs some milk.
Therefore, | have come to fetch some.'

"Vimalakirti then said to me, 'Reverend Ananda, do not say such a thing! Reverend Ananda, the
body of the Tathagata is tough as a diamond, having eliminated all the instinctual traces of evil
and being endowed with all goodness. How could disease or discomfort affect such a body?

"'Reverend Ananda, go in silence, and do not belittle the Lord. Do not say such things to others.
It would not be good for the powerful gods or for the bodhisattvas coming from the various
buddha-fields to hear such words.

"'Reverend Ananda, a universal monarch, who is endowed only with a small root of virtue, is
free of diseases. How then could the Lord, who has an infinite root of virtue, have any disease?
It is impossible.

"'Reverend Ananda, do not bring shame upon us, but go in silence, lest the heterodox
sectarians should hear your words. They would say, "For shame! The teacher of these people
cannot even cure his own sicknesses. How then can he cure the sicknesses of others?"
Reverend Ananda, go then discreetly so that no one observes you.

"'Reverend Ananda, the Tathagatas have the body of the Dharma - not a body that is sustained
by material food. The Tathagatas have a transcendental body that has transcended all mundane
gualities. There is no injury to the body of a Tathagata, as it is rid of all defilements. The body of
a Tathagata is uncompounded and free of all formative activity. Reverend Ananda, to believe
there can be illness in such a body is irrational and unseemly!'

"When | had heard these words, | wondered if | had previously misheard and misunderstood
the Buddha, and | was very much ashamed. Then | heard a voice from the sky: 'Ananda! The
householder speaks to you truly. Nevertheless, since the Buddha has appeared during the time
of the five corruptions, he disciplines living beings by acting lowly and humble. Therefore,
Ananda, do not be ashamed, and go and get the milk!'

"Lord, such was my conversation with the Licchavi Vimalakirti, and therefore | am reluctant to
go to that good man to inquire about his illness."
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In the same way, the rest of the five hundred disciples were reluctant to go to the Licchavi
Vimalakirti, and each told the Buddha his own adventure, recounting all his conversations with
the Licchavi Vimalakirti. /\
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Chapter Four
The Reluctance of the Bodhisattvas

Then, the Buddha said to the bodhisattva Maitreya, "Maitreya, go to the Licchavi Vimalakirti to
inquire about his illness."

Maitreya replied, "Lord, | am indeed reluctant to go to that good man to inquire about his
illness. Why? Lord, | remember that one day | was engaged in a conversation with the gods of
the Tusita heaven, the god Samtusita and his retinue, about the stage of nonregression of the
great bodhisattvas. At that time, the Licchavi Vimalakirti came there and addressed me as
follows:

""Maitreya, the Buddha has prophesied that only one more birth stands between you and
unexcelled, perfect enlightenment. What kind of birth does this prophecy concern, Maitreya? Is
it past? Is it future? Oris it present? If it is a past birth, it is already finished. If it is a future birth,
it will never arrive. If it is a present birth, it does not abide. For the Buddha has declared,
"Bhikshus, in a single moment, you are born, you age, you die, you transmigrate, and you are
reborn."

""Then might the prophecy concern birthlessness? But birthlessness applies to the stage of
destiny for the ultimate, in which there is neither prophecy nor attainment of perfect
enlightenment.

"'"Therefore, Maitreya, is your reality from birth? Or is it from cessation? Your reality as
prophesied is not born and does not cease, nor will it be born nor will it cease. Furthermore,
your reality is just the same as the reality of all living beings, the reality of all things, and the
reality of all the holy ones. If your enlightenment can be prophesied in such a way, so can that
of all living beings. Why? Because reality does not consist of duality or of diversity. Maitreya,
whenever you attain Buddhahood, which is the perfection of enlightenment, at the same time
all living beings will also attain ultimate liberation. Why? The Tathagatas do not enter ultimate
liberation until all living beings have entered ultimate liberation. For, since all living beings are
utterly liberated, the Tathagatas see them as having the nature of ultimate liberation.

""Therefore, Maitreya, do not fool and delude these deities! No one abides in, or regresses
from, enlightenment.

Maitreya, you should introduce these deities to the repudiation of all discriminative
constructions concerning enlightenment.

"'Enlightenment is perfectly realized neither by the body nor by the mind. Enlightenment is the
eradication of all marks. Enlightenment is free of presumptions concerning all objects.
Enlightenment is free of the functioning of all intentional thoughts. Enlightenment is the
annihilation of all convictions. Enlightenment is free from all discriminative constructions.
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Enlightenment is free from all vacillation, mentation, and agitation.

Enlightenment is not involved in any commitments. Enlightenment is the arrival at detachment,
through freedom from all habitual attitudes. The ground of enlightenment is the ultimate
realm. Enlightenment is realization of reality. Enlightenment abides at the limit of reality.
Enlightenment is without duality, since therein are no minds and no things. Enlightenment is
equality, since it is equal to infinite space.

"'Enlightenment is unconstructed, because it is neither born nor destroyed, neither abides nor
undergoes any transformation. Enlightenment is the complete knowledge of the thoughts,
deeds, and inclinations of all living beings. Enlightenment is not a door for the six media of
sense. Enlightenment is unadulterated, since it is free of the passions of the instinctually driven
succession of lives. Enlightenment is neither somewhere nor nowhere, abiding in no location or
dimension. Enlightenment, not being contained in anything, does not stand in reality.

Enlightenment is merely a name and even that name is unmoving. Enlightenment, free of
abstention and undertaking, is energyless. There is no agitation in enlightenment, as it is utterly
pure by nature. Enlightenment is radiance, pure in essence. Enlightenment is without
subjectivity and completely without object. Enlightenment, which penetrates the equality of all
things, is undifferentiated. Enlightenment, which is not shown by any example, is incomparable.
Enlightenment is subtle, since it is extremely difficult to realize. Enlightenment is all-pervasive,
as it has the nature of infinite space.

Enlightenment cannot be realized, either physically or mentally. Why? The body is like grass,
trees, walls, paths, and hallucinations. And the mind is immaterial, invisible, baseless, and
unconscious.'

"Lord, when Vimalakirti had discoursed thus, two hundred of the deities in that assembly
attained the tolerance of birthlessness. As for me, Lord, | was rendered speechless. Therefore, |
am reluctant to go to that good man to inquire about his illness."

The Buddha then said to the young Licchavi Prabhavyuha, "Prabhavyuha, go to the Licchavi
Vimalakirti to inquire about his illness."

Prabhavyuha replied, "Lord, | am indeed reluctant to go to that good man to inquire about his
illness. Why? Lord, | remember one day, when | was going out of the great city of Vaisali, | met
the Licchavi Vimalakirti coming in. He greeted me, and | then addressed him: 'Householder,
where do you come from?' He replied, 'l come from the seat of enlightenment.' | then inquired,
'What is meant by "seat of enlightenment"?' He then spoke the following words to me, 'Noble
son, the seat of enlightenment is the seat of positive thought because it is without artificiality.
It is the seat of effort, because it releases energetic activities. It is the seat of high resolve,
because its insight is superior. It is the seat of the great spirit of enlightenment, because it does
not neglect anything.
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"It is the seat of generosity, because it has no expectation of reward. It is the seat of morality,
because it fulfills all commitments. It is the seat of tolerance, because it is free of anger toward
any living being. It is the seat of effort, because it does not turn back. It is the seat of
meditation, because it generates fitness of mind. It is the seat of wisdom, because it sees
everything directly.

"It is the seat of love, because it is equal to all living beings. It is the seat of compassion,
because it tolerates all injuries. It is the seat of joy, because it is joyfully devoted to the bliss of
the Dharma. It is the seat of equanimity, because it abandons affection and aversion.

"It is the seat of paranormal perception, because it has the six superknowledges. It is the seat
of liberation, because it does not intellectualize. It is the seat of liberative technique, because it
develops living beings. It is the seat of the means of unification, because it brings together living
beings. It is the seat of learning, because it makes practice of the essence. It is the seat of
decisiveness, because of its precise discrimination. It is the seat of the aids to enlightenment,
because it eliminates the duality of the compounded and the uncompounded. It is the seat of
truth, because it does not deceive anyone.

"It is the seat of interdependent origination, because it proceeds from the exhaustion of
ignorance to the exhaustion of old age and death. It is the seat of eradication of all passions,
because it is perfectly enlightened about the nature of reality. It is the seat of all living beings,
because all living beings are without intrinsic identity. It is the seat of all things, because it is
perfectly enlightened with regard to voidness.

"It is the seat of the conquest of all devils, because it never flinches. It is the seat of the triple
world, because it is free of involvement. It is the seat of the heroism that sounds the lion's roar,
because it is free of fear and trembling. It is the seat of the strengths, the fearlessnesses, and all
the special qualities of the Buddha, because it is irreproachable in all respects. It is the seat of
the three knowledges, because in it no passions remain. It is the seat of instantaneous, total
understanding of all things, because it realizes fully the gnosis of omniscience.

"'"Noble son, when bodhisattvas are thus endowed with the transcendences, the roots of virtue,
the ability to develop living beings, and the incorporation of the holy Dharma, whether they lift
up their feet or put them down, they all come from the seat of enlightenment. They come from
the qualities of the Buddha, and stand on the qualities of the Buddha.'

"Lord, when Vimalakirti had explained this teaching, five hundred gods and men conceived the
spirit of enlightenment, and | became speechless. Therefore, Lord, | am reluctant to go to that
good man to inquire about his illness."

The Buddha then said to the bodhisattva Jagatimdhara, "Jagatimdhara, go to the Licchavi
Vimalakirti to inquire about his illness."
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Jagatimdhara replied, "My Lord, | am indeed reluctant to go to that good man to inquire about
his illness. Why? Lord, | remember that one day, when | was at home, the wicked Mara,
disguised as Indra and surrounded with twelve thousand heavenly maidens, approached me
with the sounds of music and singing. Having saluted me by touching my feet with his head, he
withdrew with his retinue to one side. | then, thinking he was Sakra, the king of the gods, said
to him, 'Welcome, O Kausika! You should remain consciously aware in the midst of the
pleasures of desire. You should often think on impermanence and strive to utilize the essential
in body, life, and wealth.'

"Mara then said to me, 'Good sir, accept from me these twelve thousand divine maidens and
make them your servants.'

"I replied, 'O Kausika, do not offer me, who am religious and a son of the Sakya, things which
are not appropriate. It is not proper for me to have these maidens.'

"No sooner had | said these words than the Licchavi Vimalakirti came there and said to me,
'Noble son, do not think that this is Indra! This is not Indra but the evil Mara, who has come to
ridicule you.'

"Then the Licchavi Vimalakirti said to Mara, 'Evil Mara, since these heavenly maidens are not
suitable for this religious devotee, a son of the Sakya, give them to me.'

"Then Mara was terrified and distressed, thinking that the Licchavi Vimalakirti had come to
expose him. He tried to make himself invisible, but, try as he might with all his magical powers,
he could not vanish from sight. Then a voice resounded in the sky, saying, 'Evil One, give these
heavenly maidens to the good man Vimalakirti, and only then will you be able to return to your
own abode.'

"Then Mara was even more frightened and, much against his will, gave the heavenly maidens.
"The Licchavi Vimalakirti, having received the goddesses, said to them, 'Now that you have
been given to me by Mara, you should all conceive the spirit of unexcelled, perfect
enlightenment.'

"He then exhorted them with discourse suitable for their development toward enlightenment,
and soon they conceived the spirit of enlightenment. He then said to them, 'You have just
conceived the spirit of enlightenment.

From now on, you should devote yourselves to find joy in pleasures of the Dharma, and should
take no pleasure in desires.'

"They then asked him, 'What is "joy in the pleasures of the Dharma"?"

"He declared, 'lt is the joy of unbreakable faith in the Buddha, of wishing to hear the Dharma, of
serving the Sangha and honoring the spiritual benefactors without pride. It is the joy of
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renunciation of the whole world, of not being fixed in objects, of considering the five
aggregates to be like murderers, of considering the elements to be like venomous serpents, and
of considering the sense-media to be like an empty town. It is the joy of always guarding the
spirit of enlightenment, of helping living beings, of sharing through generosity, of not slackening
in morality, of control and tolerance in patience, of thorough cultivation of virtue by effort, of
total absorption in meditation, and of absence of passions in wisdom. It is the joy of extending
enlightenment, of conquering the Maras, of destroying the passions, and of purifying the
buddha-field. It is the joy of accumulating all virtues, in order to cultivate the auspicious marks
and signs. It is the joy of the liberation of nonintimidation when hearing the profound teaching.
It is the joy of exploration of the three doors of liberation, and of the realization of liberation. It
is the joy of being an ornament of the seat of enlightenment, and of not attaining liberation at
the wrong time. It is the joy of serving those of equal fortune, of not hating or resenting those
of superior fortune, of serving the spiritual benefactors, and of avoiding sinful friends. It is the
joy of the superior gladness of faith and devotion to the Dharma. It is the joy of acquiring
liberative techniques and of the conscious cultivation of the aids to enlightenment. Thus, the
bodhisattva admires and finds joy in the delights of the Dharma.'

"Thereupon, Mara said to the goddesses, 'Now come along and let us return home."

"They said, 'You gave us to this householder. Now we should enjoy the delights of the Dharma
and should no longer enjoy the pleasures of desires.'

"Then Mara said to the Licchavi Vimalakirti, 'If it is so that the bodhisattva, the spiritual hero,
has no mental attachment, and gives away all his possessions, then, householder, please give
me these goddesses.'

"Vimalakirti replied, 'They are given, Mara. Go home with your retinue. May you fulfill the
religious aspirations of all living beings!’

"Then the goddesses, saluting Vimalakirti, said to him, 'Householder, how should we live in the
abode of the Maras?"

"Vimalakirti replied, 'Sisters, there is a door of the Dharma called "The Inexhaustible Lamp."
Practice it! What is it? Sisters, a single lamp may light hundreds of thousands of lamps without
itself being diminished.

Likewise, sisters, a single bodhisattva may establish many hundreds of thousands of living
beings in enlightenment without his mindfulness being diminished. In fact, not only does it not
diminish, it grows stronger. Likewise, the more you teach and demonstrate virtuous qualities to
others, the more you grow with respect to these virtuous qualities. This is the door of the
Dharma called "The Inexhaustible Lamp." When you are living in the realm of Mara, inspire
innumerable gods and goddesses with the spirit of enlightenment. In such a way, you will repay
the kindness of the Tathagata, and you will become the benefactors of all living beings.'
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"Then, those goddesses bowed at the feet of the Licchavi Vimalakirti and departed in the
company of Mara. Thus, Lord, | saw the supremacy of the magical power, wisdom, and
eloguence of the Licchavi Vimalakirti, and therefore | am reluctant to go to that good man to
inquire about his illness."

The Buddha then said to the merchant's son, Sudatta, "Noble son, go to the Licchavi Vimalakirti
to inquire about his illness."

Sudatta replied, "Lord, | am indeed reluctant to go to that good man to inquire about his illness.
Why? Lord, | remember one day in my father's house when, in order to celebrate a great
sacrifice, | was bestowing gifts upon religious devotees, Brahmans, the poor, the wretched, the
unfortunate, beggars, and all the needy. On the seventh and final day of this great sacrifice, the
Licchavi Vimalakirti came there and said, 'Merchant's son, you should not celebrate a sacrifice
in this way. You should celebrate a Dharma-sacrifice. What is the use of the sacrifice of material
things?'

"I then asked him, 'How does one give a Dharma-sacrifice?"

"He replied, 'A Dharma-sacrifice is that which develops living beings without beginning or end,
giving gifts to them all simultaneously. What is that? It consists of the great love which is
consummated in enlightenment; of the great compassion which is consummated in the
concentration of the holy Dharma on the liberation of all living beings; of the great joy which is
consummated in the awareness of the supreme happiness of all living beings; and of the great
equanimity which is consummated in concentration through knowledge.

""The Dharma-sacrifice consists of the transcendence of generosity, which is consummated in
peacefulness and self-discipline; of the transcendence of morality, which is consummated in the
moral development of immoral beings; of the transcendence of tolerance, consummated
through the principle of selflessness; of the transcendence of effort, consummated in initiative
toward enlightenment; of the transcendence of meditation, consummated in the solitude of
body and mind; and of the transcendence of wisdom, consummated in the omniscient gnosis.

""The Dharma-sacrifice consists of the meditation of voidness, consummated in effectiveness in
the development of all living beings; of the meditation of signlessness, consummated in the
purification of all compounded things; and of the meditation of wishlessness, consummated in
voluntarily assuming rebirths.

""'The Dharma-sacrifice consists of heroic strength, consummated in the upholding of the holy
Dharma; of the power of life, consummated in the means of unification; of the absence of
pride, consummated in becoming the slave and the disciple of all living beings; of the gain of
body, health, and wealth, consummated by the extraction of essence from the essenceless; of
mindfulness, consummated by the six remembrances; of positive thought, consummated
through the truly enjoyable Dharma; of purity of livelihood, consummated by correct spiritual
practice; of the respect of saints, consummated by joyful and faithful service; of soberness of
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mind, consummated by absence of dislike for ordinary people; of high resolve, consummated
by renunciation; of skill in erudition, consummated by religious practice; of retirement in
solitary retreats, consummated by understanding things free of passions; of introspective
meditation, consummated by attainment of the Buddha-gnosis; of the stage of the practice of
yoga, consummated by the yoga of liberating all living beings from their passions.

""The Dharma-sacrifice consists of the store of merit which is consummated by the auspicious
signs and marks, the ornaments of the buddha-fields, and all other means of development of
living beings; of the store of knowledge which is consummated in the ability to teach the
Dharma according to the thoughts and actions of all living beings; of the store of wisdom, which
is consummated in the uniform gnosis free of acceptance and rejection in regard to all things;
of the store of all roots of virtue, consummated in the abandonment of all passions,
obscurations, and unvirtuous things; and of the attainment of all the aids to enlightenment,
consummated in the realization of the gnosis of omniscience as well as in accomplishment of all
virtue.

"'That, noble son, is the Dharma-sacrifice. The bodhisattva who lives by this Dharma-sacrifice is
the best of sacrificers, and, through his extreme sacrifice, is himself worthy of offerings from all
people, including the gods.'

"Lord, as soon as the householder had discoursed thus, two hundred Brahmans among the
crowd of Brahmans present conceived the spirit of unexcelled, perfect enlightenment. And |,
full of astonishment, having saluted this good man by touching his feet with my head, took
from around my neck a necklace of pearls worth one hundred thousand pieces of gold and
offered it to him. But he would not accept it. | then said to him, 'Please accept, good man, this
necklace of pearls, out of compassion for me, and give it to whomsoever you wish.'

"Then, Vimalakirti took the pearls and divided them into two halves. He gave one half of them
to the lowliest poor of the city, who had been disdained by those present at the sacrifice. The
other half he offered to the Tathagata Dusprasaha. And he performed a miracle such that all
present beheld the universe called Marici and the Tathagata Dusprasaha. On the head of the
Tathagata Dusprasaha, the pearl necklace took the form of a pavilion, decorated with strings of
pearls, resting on four bases, with four columns, symmetrical, well constructed, and lovely to
behold. Having shown such a miracle, Vimalakirti said, 'The giver who makes gifts to the
lowliest poor of the city, considering them as worthy of offering as the Tathagata himself, the
giver who gives without any discrimination, impartially, with no expectation of reward, and
with great love - this giver, | say, totally fulfills the Dharma-sacrifice.'

"Then the poor of the city, having seen that miracle and having heard that teaching, conceived
the spirit of unexcelled, perfect enlightenment. Therefore, Lord, | am reluctant to go to that
good man to inquire about his illness."

In the same way, all the bodhisattvas, great spiritual heroes, told the stories of their
conversations with Vimalakirti and declared their reluctance to go to him. /\
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Chapter Five
The Consolation of the Invalid

Then, the Buddha said to the crown prince, Manjusri, "Manjusri, go to the Licchavi Vimalakirti
to inquire about his illness."

Manjusri replied, "Lord, it is difficult to attend upon the Licchavi Vimalakirti. He is gifted with
marvelous eloquence concerning the law of the profound. He is extremely skilled in full
expressions and in the reconciliation of dichotomies. His eloquence is inexorable, and no one
can resist his imperturbable intellect. He accomplishes all the activities of the bodhisattvas. He
penetrates all the secret mysteries of the bodhisattvas and the Buddhas. He is skilled in
civilizing all the abodes of devils. He plays with the great superknowledges. He is consummate
in wisdom and liberative technique. He has attained the supreme excellence of the indivisible,
nondual sphere of the ultimate realm. He is skilled in teaching the Dharma with its infinite
modalities within the uniform ultimate. He is skilled in granting means of attainment in
accordance with the spiritual faculties of all living beings. He has thoroughly integrated his
realization with skill in liberative technique. He has attained decisiveness with regard to all
guestions. Thus, although he cannot be withstood by someone of my feeble defenses, still,
sustained by the grace of the Buddha, | will go to him and will converse with him as well as |

n

can.

Thereupon, in that assembly, the bodhisattvas, the great disciples, the Sakras, the Brahmas, the
Lokapalas, and the gods and goddesses, all had this thought: "Surely the conversations of the
young prince Manjusri and that good man will result in a profound teaching of the Dharma."
Thus, eight thousand bodhisattvas, five hundred disciples, a great number of Sakras, Brahmas,
Lokapalas, and many hundreds of thousands of gods and goddesses, all followed the crown
prince Manjusri to listen to the Dharma. And the crown prince Manjusri, surrounded and
followed by these bodhisattvas, disciples, Sakras, Brahmas, Lokapalas, gods, and goddesses,
entered the great city of Vaisali.

Meanwhile, the Licchavi Vimalakirti thought to himself, "Manjusri, the crown prince, is coming
here with numerous attendants. Now, may this house be transformed into emptiness!"

Then, magically his house became empty. Even the doorkeeper disappeared. And, except for
the invalid's couch upon which Vimalakirti himself was lying, no bed or couch or seat could be
seen anywhere.

Then, the Licchavi Vimalakirti saw the crown prince Manjusri and addressed him thus:
"Manjusri! Welcome, Manjusri! You are very welcome! There you are, without any coming. You
appear, without any seeing. You are heard, without any hearing."

Manjusri declared, "Householder, it is as you say. Who comes, finally comes not. Who goes,
finally goes not.
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"Why? Who comes is not known to come. Who goes is not known to go. Who appears is finally
not to be seen.

"Good sir, is your condition tolerable? Is it livable? Are your physical elements not disturbed? Is
your sickness diminishing? Is it not increasing? The Buddha asks about you - if you have slight
trouble, slight discomfort, slight sickness, if your distress is light, if you are cared for, strong, at
ease, without self-reproach, and if you are living in touch with the supreme happiness.
"Householder, whence came this sickness of yours? How long will it continue? How does it
stand? How can it be alleviated?"

Vimalakirti replied, "Manjusri, my sickness comes from ignorance and the thirst for existence
and it will last as long as do the sicknesses of all living beings. Were all living beings to be free
from sickness, | also would not be sick. Why? Manjusri, for the bodhisattva, the world consists
only of living beings, and sickness is inherent in living in the world. Were all living beings free of
sickness, the bodhisattva also would be free of sickness. For example, Manjusri, when the only
son of a merchant is sick, both his parents become sick on account of the sickness of their son.
And the parents will suffer as long as that only son does not recover from his sickness. Just so,
Manjusri, the bodhisattva loves all living beings as if each were his only child. He becomes sick
when they are sick and is cured when they are cured. You ask me, Manjusri, whence comes my
sickness; the sicknesses of the bodhisattvas arise from great compassion."

Manjusri: Householder, why is your house empty? Why have you no servants?

Vimalakirti: Manjusri, all buddha-fields are also empty.

Manjusri: What makes them empty?

Vimalakirti: They are empty because of emptiness.

Manjusri: What is "empty" about emptiness?

Vimalakirti: Constructions are empty, because of emptiness.

Manjusri: Can emptiness be conceptually constructed?

Vimalakirti: Even that concept is itself empty, and emptiness cannot construct emptiness.
Manjusri: Householder, where should emptiness be sought?

Vimalakirti: Manjusri, emptiness should be sought among the sixty-two convictions.

Manjusri: Where should the sixty-two convictions be sought?

Vimalakirti: They should be sought in the liberation of the Tathagatas.
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Manjusri: Where should the liberation of the Tathagatas be sought?

Vimalakirti: It should be sought in the prime mental activity of all living beings. Manjusri, you
ask me why | am without servants, but all Maras and opponents are my servants. Why? The
Maras advocate this life of birth and death and the bodhisattva does not avoid life. The
heterodox opponents advocate convictions, and the bodhisattva is not troubled by convictions.
Therefore, all Maras and opponents are my servants.

Manjusri: Householder, of what sort is your sickness?
Vimalakirti: It is immaterial and invisible.
Manjusri: Is it physical or mental?

Vimalakirti: It is not physical, since the body is insubstantial in itself. It is not mental, since the
nature of the mind is like illusion.

Manjusri: Householder, which of the four main elements is disturbed - earth, water, fire, or air?

Vimalakirti: Manjusri, | am sick only because the elements of living beings are disturbed by
sicknesses.

Manjusri: Householder, how should a bodhisattva console another bodhisattva who is sick?

Vimalakirti: He should tell him that the body is impermanent, but should not exhort him to
renunciation or disgust. He should tell him that the body is miserable, but should not encourage
him to find solace in liberation; that the body is selfless, but that living beings should be
developed; that the body is peaceful, but not to seek any ultimate calm. He should urge him to
confess his evil deeds, but not for the sake of absolution. He should encourage his empathy for
all living beings on account of his own sickness, his remembrance of suffering experienced from
beginningless time, and his consciousness of working for the welfare of living beings. He should
encourage him not to be distressed, but to manifest the roots of virtue, to maintain the primal
purity and the lack of craving, and thus to always strive to become the king of healers, who can
cure all sicknesses. Thus should a bodhisattva console a sick bodhisattva, in such a way as to
make him happy.

Manjusri asked, "Noble sir, how should a sick bodhisattva control his own mind?"

Vimalakirti replied, "Manjusri, a sick bodhisattva should control his own mind with the
following consideration: Sickness arises from total involvement in the process of
misunderstanding from beginningless time. It arises from the passions that result from unreal
mental constructions, and hence ultimately nothing is perceived which can be said to be sick.
Why? The body is the issue of the four main elements, and in these elements there is no owner

The Holy Teaching of Vimalakirti Page 34

177



and no agent. There is no self in this body, and except for arbitrary insistence on self, ultimately
no "I" which can be said to be sick can be apprehended. Therefore, thinking "I" should not
adhere to any self, and "I" should rest in the knowledge of the root of illness,' he should
abandon the conception of himself as a personality and produce the conception of himself as a
thing, thinking, 'This body is an aggregate of many things; when it is born, only things are born;
when it ceases, only things cease; these things have no awareness or feeling of each other;
when they are born, they do not think, "l am born." When they cease, they do not think, "I

mn

cease.

"Furthermore, he should understand thoroughly the conception of himself as a thing by
cultivating the following consideration: 'Just as in the case of the conception of "self," so the
conception of "thing" is also a misunderstanding, and this misunderstanding is also a grave
sickness; | should free myself from this sickness and should strive to abandon it.'

"What is the elimination of this sickness? It is the elimination of egoism and possessiveness.
What is the elimination of egoism and possessiveness? It is the freedom from dualism. What is
freedom from dualism? It is the absence of involvement with either the external or the internal.
What is absence of involvement with either external or internal? It is nondeviation,
nonfluctuation, and nondistraction from equanimity. What is equanimity? It is the equality of
everything from self to liberation. Why? Because both self and liberation are void. How can
both be void? As verbal designations, they both are void, and neither is established in reality.
Therefore, one who sees such equality makes no difference between sickness and voidness; his
sickness is itself voidness, and that sickness as voidness is itself void.

"The sick bodhisattva should recognize that sensation is ultimately nonsensation, but he should
not realize the cessation of sensation. Although both pleasure and pain are abandoned when
the buddha-qualities are fully accomplished, there is then no sacrifice of the great compassion
for all living beings living in the bad migrations. Thus, recognizing in his own suffering the
infinite sufferings of these living beings, the bodhisattva correctly contemplates these living
beings and resolves to cure all sicknesses. As for these living beings, there is nothing to be
applied, and there is nothing to be removed; one has only to teach them the Dharma for them
to realize the basis from which sicknesses arise. What is this basis? It is object-perception.
Insofar as apparent objects are perceived, they are the basis of sickness. What things are
perceived as objects?

The three realms of existence are perceived as objects. What is the thorough understanding of
the basic, apparent object? It is its nonperception, as no objects exist ultimately. What is
nonperception? The internal subject and the external object are not perceived dualistically.
Therefore, it is called nonperception.

"Manjusri, thus should a sick bodhisattva control his own mind in order to overcome old age,
sickness, death, and birth. Such, Manjusri, is the sickness of the bodhisattva. If he takes it
otherwise, all his efforts will be in vain. For example, one is called 'hero' when one conquers the
miseries of aging, sickness, and death.
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"The sick bodhisattva should tell himself: 'Just as my sickness is unreal and nonexistent, so the
sicknesses of all living beings are unreal and nonexistent.' Through such considerations, he
arouses the great compassion toward all living beings without falling into any sentimental
compassion. The great compassion that strives to eliminate the accidental passions does not
conceive of any life in living beings. Why? Because great compassion that falls into
sentimentally purposive views only exhausts the bodhisattva in his reincarnations. But the great
compassion which is free of involvement with sentimentally purposive views does not exhaust
the bodhisattva in all his reincarnations. He does not reincarnate through involvement with
such views but reincarnates with his mind free of involvement. Hence, even his reincarnation is
like a liberation. Being reincarnated as if being liberated, he has the power and ability to teach
the Dharma which liberates living beings from their bondage. As the Lord declares: 'lt is not
possible for one who is himself bound to deliver others from their bondage. But one who is
himself liberated is able to liberate others from their bondage.' Therefore, the bodhisattva
should participate in liberation and should not participate in bondage.

"What is bondage? And what is liberation? To indulge in liberation from the world without
employing liberative technique is bondage for the bodhisattva. To engage in life in the world
with full employment of liberative technique is liberation for the bodhisattva. To experience the
taste of contemplation, meditation, and concentration without skill in liberative technique is
bondage. To experience the taste of contemplation and meditation with skill in liberative
technique is liberation. Wisdom not integrated with liberative technique is bondage, but
wisdom integrated with liberative technique is liberation. Liberative technique not integrated
with wisdom is bondage, but liberative technique integrated with wisdom is liberation.

"How is wisdom not integrated with liberative technique a bondage? Wisdom not integrated
with liberative technique consists of concentration on voidness, signlessness, and wishlessness,
and yet, being motivated by sentimental compassion, failure to concentrate on cultivation of
the auspicious signs and marks, on the adornment of the buddha-field, and on the work of
development of living beings it is bondage.

"How is wisdom integrated with liberative technique a liberation? Wisdom integrated with
liberative technique consists of being motivated by the great compassion and thus of
concentration on cultivation of the auspicious signs and marks, on the adornment of the
buddha-field, and on the work of development of living beings, all the while concentrating on
deep investigation of voidness, signlessness, and wishlessness - and it is liberation.

"What is the bondage of liberative technique not integrated with wisdom? The bondage of
liberative technique not integrated with wisdom consists of the bodhisattva's planting of the
roots of virtue without dedicating them for the sake of enlightenment, while living in the grip of
dogmatic convictions, passions, attachments, resentments, and their subconscious instincts.

"What is the liberation of liberative technique integrated with wisdom? The liberation of
liberative technique integrated with wisdom consists of the bodhisattva's dedication of his
roots of virtue for the sake of enlightenment, without taking any pride therein, while forgoing
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all convictions, passions, attachments, resentments, and their subconscious instincts.

"Manjusri, thus should the sick bodhisattva consider things. His wisdom is the consideration of
body, mind, and sickness as impermanent, miserable, empty, and selfless. His liberative
technique consists of not exhausting himself by trying to avoid all physical sickness, and in
applying himself to accomplish the benefit of living beings, without interrupting the cycle of
reincarnations. Furthermore, his wisdom lies in understanding that the body, mind, and
sickness are neither new nor old, both simultaneously and sequentially. And his liberative
technique lies in not seeking cessation of body, mind, or sicknesses.

"That, Manjusri, is the way a sick bodhisattva should concentrate his mind; he should live
neither in control of his mind, nor in indulgence of his mind. Why? To live by indulging the mind
is proper for fools and to live in control of the mind is proper for the disciples. Therefore, the
bodhisattva should live neither in control nor in indulgence of his mind. Not living in either of
the two extremes is the domain of the bodhisattva.

"Not the domain of the ordinary individual and not the domain of the saint, such is the domain
of the bodhisattva. The domain of the world yet not the domain of the passions, such is the
domain of the bodhisattva. Where one understands liberation, yet does not enter final and
complete liberation, there is the domain of the bodhisattva. Where the four Maras manifest,
yet where all the works of Maras are transcended, there is the domain of the bodhisattva.
Where one seeks the gnosis of omniscience, yet does not attain this gnosis at the wrong time,
there is the domain of the bodhisattva. Where one knows the Four Holy Truths, yet does not
realize those truths at the wrong time, there is the domain of the bodhisattva. A domain of
introspective insight, wherein one does not arrest voluntary reincarnation in the world, such is
the domain of the bodhisattva. A domain where one realizes birthlessness, yet does not
become destined for the ultimate, such is the domain of the bodhisattva. Where one sees
relativity without entertaining any convictions, there is the domain of the bodhisattva. Where
one associates with all beings, yet keeps free of all afflictive instincts, there is the domain of the
bodhisattva. A domain of solitude with no place for the exhaustion of body and mind, such is
the domain of the bodhisattva. The domain of the triple world, yet indivisible from the ultimate
realm, such is the domain of the bodhisattva. The domain of voidness, yet where one cultivates
all types of virtues, such is the domain of the bodhisattva. The domain of signlessness, where
one keeps in sight the deliverance of all living beings, such is the domain of the bodhisattva.
The domain of wishlessness, where one voluntarily manifests lives in the world, such is the
domain of the bodhisattva.

"A domain essentially without undertaking, yet where all the roots of virtue are undertaken
without interruption, such is the domain of the bodhisattva. The domain of the six
transcendences, where one attains the transcendence of the thoughts and actions of all living
beings, such is the domain of the bodhisattva. The domain of the six superknowledges, wherein
defilements are not exhausted, such is the domain of the bodhisattva. The domain of living by
the holy Dharma, without even perceiving any evil paths, such is the domain of the bodhisattva.
The domain of the four immeasurables, where one does not accept rebirth in the heaven of
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Brahma, such is the domain of the bodhisattva. The domain of the six remembrances,
unaffected by any sort of defilement, such is the domain of the bodhisattva. The domain of
contemplation, meditation, and concentration, where one does not reincarnate in the formless
realms by force of these meditations and concentrations, such is the domain of the bodhisattva.

The domain of the four right efforts, where the duality of good and evil is not apprehended,
such is the domain of the bodhisattva. The domain of the four bases of magical powers, where
they are effortlessly mastered, such is the domain of the bodhisattva. The domain of the five
spiritual faculties, where one knows the degrees of the spiritual faculties of living beings, such is
the domain of the bodhisattva. The domain of living with the five powers, where one delights in
the ten powers of the Tathagata, such is the domain of the bodhisattva. The domain of
perfection of the seven factors of enlightenment, where one is skilled in the knowledge of fine
intellectual distinctions, such is the domain of the bodhisattva. The domain of the holy eightfold
path, where one delights in the unlimited path of the Buddha, such is the domain of the
bodhisattva. The domain of the cultivation of the aptitude for mental quiescence and
transcendental analysis, where one does not fall into extreme quietism, such is the domain of
the bodhisattva. The domain of the realization of the unborn nature of all things, yet of the
perfection of the body, the auspicious signs and marks, and the ornaments of the Buddha, such
is the domain of the bodhisattva. The domain of manifesting the attitudes of the disciples and
the solitary sages without sacrificing the qualities of the Buddha, such is the domain of the
bodhisattva. The domain of conformity to all things utterly pure in nature while manifesting
behavior that suits the inclinations of all living beings, such is the domain of the bodhisattva. A
domain where one realizes that all the buddha-fields are indestructible and uncreatable, having
the nature of infinite space, yet where one manifests the establishment of the qualities of the
buddha-fields in all their variety and magnitude, such is the domain of the bodhisattva. The
domain where one turns the wheel of the holy Dharma and manifests the magnificence of
ultimate liberation, yet never forsakes the career of the bodhisattva, such is the domain of the
bodhisattva!"

When Vimalakirti had spoken this discourse, eight thousand of the gods in the company of the
crown prince Manjusri conceived the spirit of unexcelled, perfect enlightenment. /\
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Chapter Six
The Inconceivable Liberation

Thereupon, the venerable Sariputra had this thought: "There is not even a single chair in this
house. Where are these disciples and bodhisattvas going to sit?"

The Licchavi Vimalakirti read the thought of the venerable Sariputra and said, "Reverend
Sariputra, did you come here for the sake of the Dharma? Or did you come here for the sake of
a chair?"

Sariputra replied, "l came for the sake of the Dharma, not for the sake of a chair."

Vimalakirti continued, "Reverend Sariputra, he who is interested in the Dharma is not
interested even in his own body, much less in a chair. Reverend Sariputra, he who is interested
in the Dharma has no interest in matter, sensation, intellect, motivation, or consciousness. He
has no interest in these aggregates, or in the elements, or in the sense-media. Interested in the
Dharma, he has no interest in the realm of desire, the realm of matter, or the immaterial realm.
Interested in the Dharma, he is not interested in attachment to the Buddha, attachment to the
Dharma, or attachment to the Sangha. Reverend Sariputra, he who is interested in the Dharma
is not interested in recognizing suffering, abandoning its origination, realizing its cessation, or
practicing the path. Why? The Dharma is ultimately without formulation and without
verbalization. Who verbalizes: 'Suffering should be recognized, origination should be
eliminated, cessation should be realized, the path should be practiced,' is not interested in the
Dharma but is interested in verbalization.

"Reverend Sariputra, the Dharma is calm and peaceful. Those who are engaged in production
and destruction are not interested in the Dharma, are not interested in solitude, but are
interested in production and destruction.

"Furthermore, reverend Sariputra, the Dharma is without taint and free of defilement. He who
is attached to anything, even to liberation, is not interested in the Dharma but is interested in
the taint of desire. The Dharma is not an object. He who pursues objects is not interested in the
Dharma but is interested in objects. The Dharma is without acceptance or rejection. He who
holds on to things or lets go of things is not interested in the Dharma but is interested in
holding and letting go. The Dharma is not a secure refuge. He who enjoys a secure refuge is not
interested in the Dharma but is interested in a secure refuge. The Dharma is without sign. He
whose consciousness pursues signs is not interested in the Dharma but is interested in signs.
The Dharma is not a society. He who seeks to associate with the Dharma is not interested in the
Dharma but is interested in association. The Dharma is not a sight, a sound, a category, or an
idea. He who is involved in sights, sounds, categories, and ideas is not interested in the Dharma
but is interested in sights, sounds, categories, and ideas.

Reverend Sariputra, the Dharma is free of compounded things and uncompounded things. He
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who adheres to compounded things and uncompounded things is not interested in the Dharma
but is interested in adhering to compounded things and uncompounded things.

"Thereupon, reverend Sariputra, if you are interested in the Dharma, you should take no
interest in anything."

When Vimalakirti had spoken this discourse, five hundred gods obtained the purity of the
Dharma-eye in viewing all things.

Then, the Licchavi Vimalakirti said to the crown prince, Manjusri, "Manjusri, you have already
been in innumerable hundreds of thousands of buddha-fields throughout the universes of the
ten directions. In which buddha-field did you see the best lion-thrones with the finest
qualities?"

Manjusri replied, "Noble sir, if one crosses the buddha-fields to the east, which are more
numerous than all the grains of sand of thirty-two Ganges rivers, one will discover a universe
called Merudhvaja. There dwells a Tathagata called Merupradiparaja. His body measures
eighty-four hundred thousand leagues in height, and the height of his throne is sixty-eight
hundred thousand leagues. The bodhisattvas there are forty-two hundred thousand leagues tall
and their own thrones are thirty-four hundred thousand leagues high. Noble sir, the finest and
most superb thrones exist in that universe Merudhvaja, which is the buddha-field of the
Tathagata Merupradiparaja.”

At that moment, the Licchavi Vimalakirti, having focused himself in concentration, performed a
miraculous feat such that the Lord Tathagata Merupradiparaja, in the universe Merudhvaja,
sent to this universe thirty-two hundred thousand thrones. These thrones were so tall,
spacious, and beautiful that the bodhisattvas, great disciples, Sakras, Brahmas, Lokapalas, and
other gods had never before seen the like. The thrones descended from the sky and came to
rest in the house of the Licchavi Vimalakirti. The thirty-two hundred thousand thrones arranged
themselves without crowding and the house seemed to enlarge itself accordingly. The great city
of Vaisali did not become obscured; neither did the land of Jambudvipa, nor the world of four
continents.

Everything else appeared just as it was before.

Then, the Licchavi Vimalakirti said to the young prince Manjusri, "Manjusri, let the bodhisattvas
be seated on these thrones, having transformed their bodies to a suitable size!"

Then, those bodhisattvas who had attained the superknowledges transformed their bodies to a
height of forty-two hundred thousand leagues and sat upon the thrones. But the beginner
bodhisattvas were not able to transform themselves to sit upon the thrones. Then, the Licchavi
Vimalakirti taught these beginner bodhisattvas a teaching that enabled them to attain the five
superknowledges, and, having attained them, they transformed their bodies to a height of
forty-two hundred thousand leagues and sat upon the thrones. But still the great disciples were
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not able to seat themselves upon the thrones.

The Licchavi Vimalakirti said to the venerable Sariputra, "Reverend Sariputra, take your seat
upon a throne."

He replied, "Good sir, the thrones are too big and too high, and | cannot sit upon them."

Vimalakirti said, "Reverend Sariputra, bow down to the Tathagata Merupradiparaja, and you
will be able to take your seat."

Then, the great disciples bowed down to the Tathagata Merupradiparaja and they were seated
upon the thrones.

Then, the venerable Sariputra said to the Licchavi Vimalakirti, "Noble sir, it is astonishing that
these thousands of thrones, so big and so high, should fit into such a small house and that the
great city of Vaisali, the villages, cities, kingdoms, capitals of Jambudvipa, the other three
continents, the abodes of the gods, the nagas, the yaksas, the gandharvas, the asuras, the
garudas, the kimnaras, and the mahoragas - that all of these should appear without any
obstacle, just as they were before!"

The Licchavi Vimalakirti replied, "Reverend Sariputra, for the Tathagatas and the bodhisattvas,
there is a liberation called 'Inconceivable.' The bodhisattva who lives in the inconceivable
liberation can put the king of mountains, Sumeru, which is so high, so great, so noble, and so
vast, into a mustard seed. He can perform this feat without enlarging the mustard seed and
without shrinking Mount Sumeru. And the deities of the assembly of the four Maharajas and of
the Trayastrimsa heavens do not even know where they are.

Only those beings who are destined to be disciplined by miracles see and understand the
putting of the king of mountains, Sumeru, into the mustard seed. That, reverend Sariputra, is an
entrance to the domain of the inconceivable liberation of the bodhisattvas.

"Furthermore, reverend Sariputra, the bodhisattva who lives in the inconceivable liberation can
pour into a single pore of his skin all the waters of the four great oceans, without injuring the
water-animals such as fish, tortoises, crocodiles, frogs, and other creatures, and without the
nagas, yaksas, gandharvas, and asuras even being aware of where they are. And the whole
operation is visible without any injury or disturbance to any of those living beings.

"Such a bodhisattva can pick up with his right hand this billion-world-galactic universe as if it
were a potter's wheel and, spinning it round, throw it beyond universes as numerous as the
sands of the Ganges, without the living beings therein knowing their motion or its origin, and he
can catch it and put it back in its place, without the living beings suspecting their coming and
going; and yet the whole operation is visible.

"Furthermore, reverend Sariputra, there are beings who become disciplined after an immense
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period of evolution, and there are also those who are disciplined after a short period of
evolution. The bodhisattva who lives in the inconceivable liberation, for the sake of disciplining
those living beings who are disciplined through immeasurable periods of evolution, can make
the passing of a week seem like the passing of an aeon, and he can make the passing of an aeon
seem like the passing of a week for those who are disciplined through a short period of
evolution. The living beings who are disciplined through an immeasurable period of evolution
actually perceive a week to be the passing of an aeon, and those disciplined by a short period of
evolution actually perceive an aeon to be the passing of a week.

"Thus, a bodhisattva who lives in the inconceivable liberation can manifest all the splendors of
the virtues of all the buddha-fields within a single buddha-field. Likewise, he can place all living
beings in the palm of his right hand and can show them with the supernatural speed of thought
all the buddha-fields without ever leaving his own buddha-field. He can display in a single pore
all the offerings ever offered to all the Buddhas of the ten directions, and the orbs of all the
suns, moons, and stars of the ten directions. He can inhale all the hurricanes of the cosmic
wind-atmospheres of the ten directions into his mouth without harming his own body and
without letting the forests and the grasses of the buddha-fields be flattened. He can take all the
masses of fire of all the supernovas that ultimately consume all the universes of all the buddha-
fields into his stomach without interfering with their functions. Having crossed buddha-fields as
numerous as the sands of the Ganges downward, and having taken up a buddha-field, he can
rise up through buddha-fields as numerous as the sands of the Ganges and place it on high, just
as a strong man may pick up a jujube leaf on the point of a needle.

"Thus, a bodhisattva who lives in the inconceivable liberation can magically transform any kind
of living being into a universal monarch, a Lokapala, a Sakra, a Brahma, a disciple, a solitary
sage, a bodhisattva, and even into a Buddha. The bodhisattva can transform miraculously all
the cries and noises, superior, mediocre, and inferior, of all living beings of the ten directions,
into the voice of the Buddha, with the words of the Buddha, the Dharma, and the Sangha,
having them proclaim, 'Impermanent! Miserable! Empty! Selfless!" And he can cause them to
recite the words and sounds of all the teachings taught by all the Buddhas of the ten directions.

"Reverend Sariputra, | have shown you only a small part of the entrance into the domain of the
bodhisattva who lives in the inconceivable liberation. Reverend Sariputra, to explain to you the
teaching of the full entrance into the domain of the bodhisattva who lives in the inconceivable
liberation would require more than an aeon, and even more than that."

Then, the patriarch Mahakasyapa, having heard this teaching of the inconceivable liberation of
the bodhisattvas, was amazed, and he said to the venerable Sariputra, "Venerable Sariputra, if
one were to show a variety of things to a person blind from birth, he would not be able to see a
single thing. Likewise, venerable Sariputra, when this door of the inconceivable liberation is
taught, all the disciples and solitary sages are sightless, like the man blind from birth, and
cannot comprehend even a single cause of the inconceivable liberation. Who is there among
the wise who, hearing about this inconceivable liberation, does not conceive the spirit of
unexcelled, perfect enlightenment? As for us, whose faculties are deteriorated, like a burned
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and rotten seed, what else can we do if we do not become receptive to this great vehicle? We,
all the disciples and solitary sages, upon hearing this teaching of the Dharma, should utter a cry
of regret that would shake this billion-world-galactic universe! And as for the bodhisattvas,
when they hear of this inconceivable liberation they should be as joyful as a young crown prince
when he takes the diadem and is anointed, and they should increase to the utmost their
devotion to this inconceivable liberation. Indeed, what could the entire host of Maras ever do
to one who is devoted to this inconceivable liberation?"

When the patriarch Mahakasyapa had uttered this discourse, thirty-two thousand gods
conceived the spirit of unexcelled, perfect enlightenment.

Then the Licchavi Vimalakirti said to the patriarch Mahakasyapa, "Reverend Mahakasyapa, the
Maras who play the devil in the innumerable universes of the ten directions are all bodhisattvas
dwelling in the inconceivable liberation, who are playing the devil in order to develop living
beings through their skill in liberative technique. Reverend Mahakasyapa, all the miserable
beggars who come to the bodhisattvas of the innumerable universes of the ten directions to
ask for a hand, a foot, an ear, a nose, some blood, muscles, bones, marrow, an eye, a torso, a
head, a limb, a member, a throne, a kingdom, a country, a wife, a son, a daughter, a slave, a
slave-girl, a horse, an elephant, a chariot, a cart, gold, silver, jewels, pearls, conches, crystal,
coral, beryl, treasures, food, drink, elixirs, and clothes - these demanding beggars are usually
bodhisattvas living in the inconceivable liberation who, through their skill in liberative
technique, wish to test and thus demonstrate the firmness of the high resolve of the
bodhisattvas. Why? Reverend Mahakasyapa, the bodhisattvas demonstrate that firmness by
means of terrible austerities. Ordinary persons have no power to be thus demanding of
bodhisattvas, unless they are granted the opportunity. They are not capable of killing and
depriving in that manner without being freely given the chance.

"Reverend Mahakasyapa, just as a glowworm cannot eclipse the light of the sun, so reverend
Mahakasyapa, it is not possible without special allowance that an ordinary person can thus
attack and deprive a bodhisattva. Reverend Mahakasyapa, just as a donkey could not muster an
attack on a wild elephant, even so, reverend Mahakasyapa, one who is not himself a
bodhisattva cannot harass another bodhisattva, and only a bodhisattva can tolerate the
harassment of another bodhisattva. Reverend Mahakasyapa, such is the introduction to the
power of the knowledge of liberative technique of the bodhisattvas who live in the
inconceivable liberation." A
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Chapter Seven
The Goddess

Thereupon, Manjusri, the crown prince, addressed the Licchavi Vimalakirti: "Good sir, how
should a bodhisattva regard all living beings?"

Vimalakirti replied, "Manjusri, a bodhisattva should regard all livings beings as a wise man
regards the reflection of the moon in water or as magicians regard men created by magic. He
should regard them as being like a face in a mirror; like the water of a mirage; like the sound of
an echo; like a mass of clouds in the sky; like the previous moment of a ball of foam; like the
appearance and disappearance of a bubble of water; like the core of a plantain tree; like a flash
of lightning; like the fifth great element; like the seventh sense-medium; like the appearance of
matter in an immaterial realm; like a sprout from a rotten seed; like a tortoise-hair coat; like the
fun of games for one who wishes to die; like the egoistic views of a stream-winner; like a third
rebirth of a once-returner; like the descent of a nonreturner into a womb; like the existence of
desire, hatred, and folly in a saint; like thoughts of avarice, immorality, wickedness, and hostility
in a bodhisattva who has attained tolerance; like the instincts of passions in a Tathagata; like
the perception of color in one blind from birth; like the inhalation and exhalation of an ascetic
absorbed in the meditation of cessation; like the track of a bird in the sky; like the erection of a
eunuch; like the pregnancy of a barren woman; like the unproduced passions of an emanated
incarnation of the Tathagata; like dream-visions seen after waking; like the passions of one who
is free of conceptualizations; like fire burning without fuel; like the reincarnation of one who
has attained ultimate liberation.

"Precisely thus, Manjusri, does a bodhisattva who realizes the ultimate selflessness consider all
beings."

Manjusri then asked further, "Noble sir, if a bodhisattva considers all living beings in such a
way, how does he generate the great love toward them?"

Vimalakirti replied, "Manjusri, when a bodhisattva considers all living beings in this way, he
thinks: 'Just as | have realized the Dharma, so should | teach it to living beings.' Thereby, he
generates the love that is truly a refuge for all living beings; the love that is peaceful because
free of grasping; the love that is not feverish, because free of passions; the love that accords
with reality because it is equanimous in all three times; the love that is without conflict because
free of the violence of the passions; the love that is nondual because it is involved neither with
the external nor with the internal; the love that is imperturbable because totally ultimate.

"Thereby he generates the love that is firm, its high resolve unbreakable, like a diamond; the
love that is pure, purified in its intrinsic nature; the love that is even, its aspirations being equal;
the saint's love that has eliminated its enemy; the bodhisattva's love that continuously
develops living beings; The Tathagata's love that understands reality; the Buddha's love that
causes living beings to awaken from their sleep; the love that is spontaneous because it is fully
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enlightened spontaneously; the love that is enlightenment because it is unity of experience; the
love that has no presumption because it has eliminated attachment and aversion; the love that
is great compassion because it infuses the Mahayana with radiance; the love that is never
exhausted because it acknowledges voidness and selflessness; the love that is giving because it
bestows the gift of Dharma free of the tight fist of a bad teacher; the love that is morality
because it improves immoral living beings; the love that is tolerance because it protects both
self and others; the love that is effort because it takes responsibility for all living beings; the
love that is contemplation because it refrains from indulgence in tastes; the love that is wisdom
because it causes attainment at the proper time; the love that is liberative technique because it
shows the way everywhere; the love that is without formality because it is pure in motivation;
the love that is without deviation because it acts from decisive motivation; the love that is high
resolve because it is without passions; the love that is without deceit because it is not artificial;
the love that is happiness because it introduces living beings to the happiness of the Buddha.

Such, Manijusri, is the great love of a bodhisattva."

Manjusri: What is the great compassion of a bodhisattva?

Vimalakirti: It is the giving of all accumulated roots of virtue to all living beings.
Manjusri: What is the great joy of the bodhisattva?

Vimalakirti: It is to be joyful and without regret in giving.

Manjusri: What is the equanimity of the bodhisattva?

Vimalakirti: It is what benefits both self and others.

Manjusri: To what should one resort when terrified by fear of life?

Vimalakirti: Manjusri, a bodhisattva who is terrified by fear of life should resort to the
magnanimity of the Buddha.

Manjusri: Where should he who wishes to resort to the magnanimity of the Buddha take his
stand?

Vimalakirti: He should stand in equanimity toward all living beings.

Manjusri: Where should he who wishes to stand in equanimity toward all living beings take his
stand?

Vimalakirti: He should live for the liberation of all living beings.

Manjusri: What should he who wishes to liberate all living beings do?
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Vimalakirti: He should liberate them from their passions.

Manjusri: How should he who wishes to eliminate passions apply himself?
Vimalakirti: He should apply himself appropriately.

Manjusri: How should he apply himself, to "apply himself appropriately"?
Vimalakirti: He should apply himself to productionlessness and to destructionlessness.
Manjusri: What is not produced? And what is not destroyed?

Vimalakirti: Evil is not produced and good is not destroyed.

Manjusri: What is the root of good and evil?

Vimalakirti: Materiality is the root of good and evil.

Manjusri: What is the root of materiality?

Vimalakirti: Desire is the root of materiality.

Manjusri: What is the root of desire and attachment?

Vimalakirti: Unreal construction is the root of desire.

Manjusri: What is the root of unreal construction?

Vimalakirti: The false concept is its root.

Manjusri: What is the root of the false concept?

Vimalakirti: Baselessness.

Manjusri: What it the root of baselessness?

Vimalakirti: Manjusri, when something is baseless, how can it have any root? Therefore, all
things stand on the root which is baseless.

Thereupon, a certain goddess who lived in that house, having heard this teaching of the
Dharma of the great heroic bodhisattvas, and being delighted, pleased, and overjoyed,
manifested herself in a material body and showered the great spiritual heroes, the
bodhisattvas, and the great disciples with heavenly flowers. When the flowers fell on the bodies
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of the bodhisattvas, they fell off on the floor, but when they fell on the bodies of the great
disciples, they stuck to them and did not fall. The great disciples shook the flowers and even
tried to use their magical powers, but still the flowers would not shake off. Then, the goddess
said to the venerable Sariputra, "Reverend Sariputra, why do you shake these flowers?"

Sariputra replied, "Goddess, these flowers are not proper for religious persons and so we are
trying to shake them off."

The goddess said, "Do not say that, reverend Sariputra. Why? These flowers are proper indeed!
Why? Such flowers have neither constructual thought nor discrimination. But the elder
Sariputra has both constructual thought and discrimination.

"Reverend Sariputra, impropriety for one who has renounced the world for the discipline of the
rightly taught Dharma consists of constructual thought and discrimination, yet the elders are
full of such thoughts. One who is without such thoughts is always proper.

"Reverend Sariputra, see how these flowers do not stick to the bodies of these great spiritual
heroes, the bodhisattvas! This is because they have eliminated constructual thoughts and
discriminations.

"For example, evil spirits have power over fearful men but cannot disturb the fearless. Likewise,
those intimidated by fear of the world are in the power of forms, sounds, smells, tastes, and
textures, which do not disturb those who are free from fear of the passions inherent in the
constructive world. Thus, these flowers stick to the bodies of those who have not eliminated
their instincts for the passions and do not stick to the bodies of those who have eliminated their
instincts. Therefore, the flowers do not stick to the bodies of these bodhisattvas, who have
abandoned all instincts."

Then the venerable Sariputra said to the goddess, "Goddess, how long have you been in this
house?"

The goddess replied, "l have been here as long as the elder has been in liberation."
Sariputra said, "Then, have you been in this house for quite some time?"

The goddess said, "Has the elder been in liberation for quite some time?"
At that, the elder Sariputra fell silent.

The goddess continued, "Elder, you are 'foremost of the wise!' Why do you not speak? Now,
when it is your turn, you do not answer the question."

Sariputra: Since liberation is inexpressible, goddess, | do not know what to say.
Goddess: All the syllables pronounced by the elder have the nature of liberation. Why?
Liberation is neither internal nor external, nor can it be apprehended apart from them.
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Likewise, syllables are neither internal nor external, nor can they be apprehended anywhere
else. Therefore, reverend Sariputra, do not point to liberation by abandoning speech! Why? The
holy liberation is the equality of all things!

Sariputra: Goddess, is not liberation the freedom from desire, hatred, and folly?

Goddess: "Liberation is freedom from desire, hatred, and folly" that is the teaching of the
excessively proud. But those free of pride are taught that the very nature of desire, hatred, and
folly is itself liberation.

Sariputra: Excellent! Excellent, goddess! Pray, what have you attained, what have you realized,
that you have such eloquence?

Goddess: | have attained nothing, reverend Sariputra. | have no realization. Therefore | have
such eloquence. Whoever thinks, "I have attained! | have realized!" is overly proud in the
discipline of the well-taught Dharma.

Sariputra: Goddess, do you belong to the disciple-vehicle, to the solitary-vehicle, or to the great
vehicle?

Goddess: | belong to the disciple-vehicle when | teach it to those who need it. | belong to the
solitary-vehicle when | teach the twelve links of dependent origination to those who need
them. And, since | never abandon the great compassion, | belong to the great vehicle, as all
need that teaching to attain ultimate liberation.

Nevertheless, reverend Sariputra, just as one cannot smell the castor plant in a magnolia wood,
but only the magnolia flowers, so, reverend Sariputra, living in this house, which is redolent
with the perfume of the virtues of the Buddha-qualities, one does not smell the perfume of the
disciples and the solitary sages. Reverend Sariputra, the Sakras, the Brahmas, the Lokapalas, the
devas, nagas, yaksas, gandharvas, asuras, garudas, kimnaras, and mahoragas who live in this
house hear the Dharma from the mouth of this holy man and, enticed by the perfume of the
virtues of the Buddha-qualities, proceed to conceive the spirit of enlightenment.

Reverend Sariputra, | have been in this house for twelve years, and | have heard no discourses
concerning the disciples and solitary sages but have heard only those concerning the great love,
the great compassion, and the inconceivable qualities of the Buddha.

Reverend Sariputra, eight strange and wonderful things manifest themselves constantly in this
house. What are these eight?

A light of golden hue shines here constantly, so bright that it is hard to distinguish day and
night; and neither the moon nor the sun shines here distinctly. That is the first wonder of this
house.

Furthermore, reverend Sariputra, whoever enters this house is no longer troubled by his
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passions from the moment he is within. That is the second strange and wonderful thing.

Furthermore, reverend Sariputra, this house is never forsaken by Sakra, Brahma, the Lokapalas,
and the bodhisattvas from all the other buddha-fields. That is the third strange and wonderful
thing.

Furthermore, reverend Sariputra, this house is never empty of the sounds of the Dharma, the
discourse on the six transcendences, and the discourses of the irreversible wheel of the
Dharma. That is the fourth strange and wonderful thing.

Furthermore, reverend Sariputra, in this house one always hears the rhythms, songs, and music
of gods and men, and from this music constantly resounds the sound of the infinite Dharma of
the Buddha. That is the fifth strange and wonderful thing.

Furthermore, reverend Sariputra, in this house there are always four inexhaustible treasures,
replete with all kinds of jewels, which never decrease, although all the poor and wretched may
partake to their satisfaction. That is the sixth strange and wonderful thing.

Furthermore, reverend Sariputra, at the wish of this good man, to this house come the
innumerable Tathagatas of the ten directions, such as the Tathagatas Sakyamuni, Amitabha,
Aksobhya, Ratnasri, Ratnarcis, Ratnacandra, Ratnavyuha, Dusprasaha, Sarvarthasiddha,
Ratnabahula, Simhakirti, Simhasvara, and so forth; and when they come they teach the door of
Dharma called the "Secrets of the Tathagatas" and then depart. That is the seventh strange and
wonderful thing.

Furthermore, reverend Sariputra, all the splendors of the abodes of the gods and all the
splendors of the fields of the Buddhas shine forth in this house. That is the eighth strange and
wonderful thing.

Reverend Sariputra, these eight strange and wonderful things are seen in this house. Who then,
seeing such inconceivable things, would believe the teaching of the disciples?

Sariputra: Goddess, what prevents you from transforming yourself out of your female state?
Goddess: Although | have sought my "female state" for these twelve years, | have not yet found
it. Reverend Sariputra, if a magician were to incarnate a woman by magic, would you ask her,
"What prevents you from transforming yourself out of your female state?"

Sariputra: No! Such a woman would not really exist, so what would there be to transform?
Goddess: Just so, reverend Sariputra, all things do not really exist. Now, would you think, "What

prevents one whose nature is that of a magical incarnation from transforming herself out of her
female state?"
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Thereupon, the goddess employed her magical power to cause the elder Sariputra to appear in
her form and to cause herself to appear in his form. Then the goddess, transformed into
Sariputra, said to Sariputra, transformed into a goddess, "Reverend Sariputra, what prevents
you from transforming yourself out of your female state?"

And Sariputra, transformed into the goddess, replied, "l no longer appear in the form of a male!
My body has changed into the body of a woman! | do not know what to transform!"

The goddess continued, "If the elder could again change out of the female state, then all
women could also change out of their female states. All women appear in the form of women
in just the same way as the elder appears in the form of a woman. While they are not women in
reality, they appear in the form of women. With this in mind, the Buddha said, 'In all things,
there is neither male nor female."

Then, the goddess released her magical power and each returned to his ordinary form. She
then said to him,

"Reverend Sariputra, what have you done with your female form?"
Sariputra: | neither made it nor did | change it.

Goddess: Just so, all things are neither made nor changed, and that they are not made and not
changed, that is the teaching of the Buddha.

Sariputra: Goddess, where will you be born when you transmigrate after death?
Goddess: | will be born where all the magical incarnations of the Tathagata are born.

Sariputra: But the emanated incarnations of the Tathagata do not transmigrate nor are they
born.

Goddess: All things and living beings are just the same; they do not transmigrate nor are they
born!

Sariputra: Goddess, how soon will you attain the perfect enlightenment of Buddhahood?

Goddess: At such time as you, elder, become endowed once more with the qualities of an
ordinary individual, then will | attain the perfect enlightenment of Buddhahood.

Sariputra: Goddess, it is impossible that | should become endowed once more with the qualities
of an ordinary individual.

Goddess: Just so, reverend Sariputra, it is impossible that | should attain the perfect
enlightenment of Buddhahood! Why? Because perfect enlightenment stands upon the
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impossible. Because it is impossible, no one attains the perfect enlightenment of Buddhahood.

Sariputra: But the Tathagata has declared: "The Tathagatas, who are as numerous as the sands
of the Ganges, have attained perfect Buddhahood, are attaining perfect Buddhahood, and will
go on attaining perfect Buddhahood."

Goddess: Reverend Sariputra, the expression, "the Buddhas of the past, present and future," is
a conventional expression made up of a certain number of syllables. The Buddhas are neither
past, nor present, nor future. Their enlightenment transcends the three times! But tell me,
elder, have you attained sainthood?

Sariputra: It is attained, because there is no attainment.

Goddess: Just so, there is perfect enlightenment because there is no attainment of perfect
enlightenment.

Then the Licchavi Vimalakirti said to the venerable elder Sariputra, "Reverend Sariputra, this
goddess has already served ninety-two million billion Buddhas. She plays with the
superknowledges. She has truly succeeded in all her vows. She has gained the tolerance of the
birthlessness of things. She has actually attained irreversibility. She can live wherever she
wishes on the strength of her vow to develop living beings." A
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Chapter Nine
The Dharma-Door of Nonduality

Then, the Licchavi Vimalakirti asked those bodhisattvas, "Good sirs, please explain how the
bodhisattvas enter the Dharma-door of nonduality!"

The bodhisattva Dharmavikurvana declared, "Noble sir, production and destruction are two,
but what is not produced and does not occur cannot be destroyed. Thus the attainment of the
tolerance of the birthlessness of things is the entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Srigandha declared, " 'I' and 'mine' are two. If there is no presumption of a self,
there will be no possessiveness. Thus, the absence of presumption is the entrance into
nonduality."

The bodhisattva Srikuta declared, " 'Defilement' and 'purification' are two. When there is
thorough knowledge of defilement, there will be no conceit about purification. The path leading
to the complete conquest of all conceit is the entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Bhadrajyotis declared, " 'Distraction' and 'attention' are two. When there is no
distraction, there will be no attention, no mentation, and no mental intensity. Thus, the
absence of mental intensity is the entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Subahu declared, " 'Bodhisattva-spirit' and 'disciple-spirit' are two. When both
are seen to resemble an illusory spirit, there is no bodhisattva-spirit, nor any disciple-spirit.
Thus, the sameness of natures of spirits is the entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Animisa declared, " 'Grasping' and 'nongrasping' are two. What is not grasped
is not perceived, and what is not perceived is neither presumed nor repudiated. Thus, the
inaction and noninvolvement of all things is the entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Sunetra declared, " 'Uniqueness' and 'characterlessness' are two. Not to
presume or construct something is neither to establish its uniqueness nor to establish its
characterlessness. To penetrate the equality of these two is to enter nonduality."

The bodhisattva Tisya declared, " 'Good' and 'evil' are two. Seeking neither good nor evil, the
understanding of the nonduality of the significant and the meaningless is the entrance into
nonduality."

The bodhisattva Simha declared, " 'Sinfulness' and 'sinlessness' are two. By means of the
diamond-like wisdom that pierces to the quick, not to be bound or liberated is the entrance
into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Simhamati declared, "To say, 'This is impure' and 'This is immaculate' makes
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for duality. One who, attaining equanimity, forms no conception of impurity or
immaculateness, yet is not utterly without conception, has equanimity without any attainment
of equanimity - he enters the absence of conceptual knots. Thus, he enters into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Suddhadhimukti declared, "To say, 'This is happiness' and 'That is misery' is
dualism. One who is free of all calculations, through the extreme purity of gnosis - his mind is
aloof, like empty space; and thus he enters into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Narayana declared, "To say, 'This is mundane' and 'That is transcendental' is
dualism. This world has the nature of voidness, so there is neither transcendence nor
involvement, neither progress nor standstill. Thus, neither to transcend nor to be involved,
neither to go nor to stop - this is the entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Dantamati declared, "'Life' and 'liberation' are dualistic. Having seen the nature
of life, one neither belongs to it nor is one utterly liberated from it. Such understanding is the
entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Pratyaksadarsana declared, "'Destructible' and 'indestructible' are dualistic.
What is destroyed is ultimately destroyed. What is ultimately destroyed does not become
destroyed; hence, it is called 'indestructible.' What is indestructible is instantaneous, and what
is instantaneous is indestructible. The experience of such is called 'the entrance into the
principle of nonduality."

The bodhisattva Parigudha declared, "'Self' and 'selflessness' are dualistic. Since the existence
of self cannot be perceived, what is there to be made 'selfless'? Thus, the nondualism of the
vision of their nature is the entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Vidyuddeva declared, "'Knowledge' and 'ignorance' are dualistic. The natures
of ignorance and knowledge are the same, for ignorance is undefined, incalculable, and beyond
the sphere of thought. The realization of this is the entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Priyadarsana declared, "Matter itself is void. Voidness does not result from the
destruction of matter, but the nature of matter is itself voidness. Therefore, to speak of
voidness on the one hand, and of matter, or of sensation, or of intellect, or of motivation, or of
consciousness on the other - is entirely dualistic.

Consciousness itself is voidness. Voidness does not result from the destruction of
consciousness, but the nature of consciousness is itself voidness. Such understanding of the five
compulsive aggregates and the knowledge of them as such by means of gnosis is the entrance
into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Prabhaketu declared, "To say that the four main elements are one thing and
the etheric space-element another is dualistic. The four main elements are themselves the
nature of space. The past itself is also the nature of space. The future itself is also the nature of
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space. Likewise, the present itself is also the nature of space. The gnosis that penetrates the
elements in such a way is the entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Pramati declared, "'Eye' and 'form' are dualistic. To understand the eye
correctly, and not to have attachment, aversion, or confusion with regard to form - that is
called 'peace.' Similarly, 'ear' and 'sound,' 'nose' and 'smell,' 'tongue' and taste,' 'body' and
touch,' and 'mind' and 'phenomena’ - all are dualistic. But to know the mind, and to be neither
attached, averse, nor confused with regard to phenomena - that is called 'peace.' To live in such
peace is to enter into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Aksayamati declared, "The dedication of generosity for the sake of attaining
omniscience is dualistic. The nature of generosity is itself omniscience, and the nature of
omniscience itself is total dedication.

Likewise, it is dualistic to dedicate morality, tolerance, effort, meditation, and wisdom for the
sake of omniscience. Omniscience is the nature of wisdom, and total dedication is the nature of
omniscience. Thus, the entrance into this principle of uniqueness is the entrance into
nonduality."

The bodhisattva Gambhiramati declared, "It is dualistic to say that voidness is one thing,
signlessness another, and wishlessness still another. What is void has no sign. What has no sign
has no wish. Where there is no wish there is no process of thought, mind, or consciousness. To
see the doors of all liberations in the door of one liberation is the entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Santendriya declared, "It is dualistic to say 'Buddha,' '‘Dharma,' and 'Sangha.’
The Dharma is itself the nature of the Buddha, the Sangha is itself the nature of the Dharma,
and all of them are uncompounded. The uncompounded is infinite space, and the processes of
all things are equivalent to infinite space. Adjustment to this is the entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Apratihatanetra declared, "It is dualistic to refer to 'aggregates' and to the
'cessation of aggregates.' Aggregates themselves are cessation. Why? The egoistic views of
aggregates, being unproduced themselves, do not exist ultimately. Hence such views do not
really conceptualize 'These are aggregates' or 'These aggregates cease.' Ultimately, they have
no such discriminative constructions and no such conceptualizations. Therefore, such views
have themselves the nature of cessation. Nonoccurrence and nondestruction are the entrance
into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Suvinita declared, "Physical, verbal, and mental vows do not exist dualistically.
Why? These things have the nature of inactivity. The nature of inactivity of the body is the same
as the nature of inactivity of speech, whose nature of inactivity is the same as the nature of
inactivity of the mind. It is necessary to know and to understand this fact of the ultimate
inactivity of all things, for this knowledge is the entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Punyaksetra declared, "It is dualistic to consider actions meritorious, sinful, or
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neutral. The non-undertaking of meritorious, sinful, and neutral actions is not dualistic. The
intrinsic nature of all such actions is voidness, wherein ultimately there is neither merit, nor sin,
nor neutrality, nor action itself. The nonaccomplishment of such actions is the entrance into
nonduality."

The bodhisattva Padmavyuha declared, "Dualism is produced from obsession with self, but true
understanding of self does not result in dualism. Who thus abides in nonduality is without
ideation, and that absence of ideation is the entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Srigarbha declared, "Duality is constituted by perceptual manifestation.
Nonduality is objectlessness. Therefore, nongrasping and nonrejection is the entrance into
nonduality."

The bodhisattva Candrottara declared, "'Darkness' and 'light' are dualistic, but the absence of
both darkness and light is nonduality. Why? At the time of absorption in cessation, there is
neither darkness nor light, and likewise with the natures of all things. The entrance into this
equanimity is the entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Ratnamudrahasta declared, "It is dualistic to detest the world and to rejoice in
liberation, and neither detesting the world nor rejoicing in liberation is nonduality. Why?
Liberation can be found where there is bondage, but where there is ultimately no bondage
where is there need for liberation? The mendicant who is neither bound nor liberated does not
experience any like or any dislike and thus he enters nonduality."

The bodhisattva Manikutaraja declared, "It is dualistic to speak of good paths and bad paths.
One who is on the path is not concerned with good or bad paths. Living in such unconcern, he
entertains no concepts of 'path' or 'nonpath.' Understanding the nature of concepts, his mind
does not engage in duality. Such is the entrance into nonduality."

The bodhisattva Satyarata declared, "It is dualistic to speak of 'true' and 'false.' When one sees
truly, one does not ever see any truth, so how could one see falsehood? Why? One does not
see with the physical eye, one sees with the eye of wisdom. And with the wisdom-eye one sees
only insofar as there is neither sight nor nonsight. There, where there is neither sight nor
nonsight, is the entrance into nonduality."

When the bodhisattvas had given their explanations, they all addressed the crown prince
Manjusri: "Manjusri, what is the bodhisattva's entrance into nonduality?"

Manjusri replied, "Good sirs, you have all spoken well. Nevertheless, all your explanations are
themselves dualistic. To know no one teaching, to express nothing, to say nothing, to explain
nothing, to announce nothing, to indicate nothing, and to designate nothing - that is the
entrance into nonduality."

Then the crown prince Manjusri said to the Licchavi Vimalakirti, "We have all given our own
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teachings, noble sir. Now, may you elucidate the teaching of the entrance into the principle of
nonduality!"

Thereupon, the Licchavi Vimalakirti kept his silence, saying nothing at all.
The crown prince Manjusri applauded the Licchavi Vimalakirti: "Excellent! Excellent, noble sir!
This is indeed the entrance into the nonduality of the bodhisattvas. Here there is no use for

syllables, sounds, and ideas."

When these teachings had been declared, five thousand bodhisattvas entered the door of the
Dharma of nonduality and attained tolerance of the birthlessness of things. A
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THE CONCEPT OF TATHAGATAGARBHA IN THE
SRIMALADEVI SUTRA (SHENG-MAN CHING)*

Diana PauL

STANFORD UNIVERSITY

“Tathagatagarbha” refers to a theory in Mahayana Buddhism which interprets the nature of the mind
as intrinsically pure (unconditioned) yet defiled (conditioned). The objective of this theory is to link
living beings with the Buddha, encouraging them to attain enlightenment. In the Srimaladevi-sitra, a
major scriptural authority on Tathagatagarbha, a correlation between the nature of Emptiness and thc
nature of mind is explicated. The devlopment of ideas first presented in the Srtmaladevi-satra greatly
influenced the evolution of the notion of dlayavijiana, the key concept in the second major Mahayana
school known as Vijidnavada. It will be demonstrated that Tathagatagarbha accounts for the
possibility of change from a defiled to an enlightened state due to the two dimensions of the inherently

pure nature of mind as “embryo” and *“‘womb.”

THE SRIMALADEVI-SUTRA 1S a scriptural authority on
the theory of Tathagatagarbha. In this text there are two
principal definitions of Tathagatagarbha: 1) the basis or
support for all phenomena, both conditioned and
unconditioned, symbolically represented as the
“womb’’; 2) the causal element for the gradual
maturation of the Buddha-nature, symbolically
represented as the “‘embryo.”

In the Larnkavatara-satra the concept of Tatha-
gatagarbha, with reference to the first defini-
tion, is expanded to include the notion of the
storehouse-consciousness (alaya-vijiana) which
receives sensory input (bija). With reference to the
second definition, the Lankavatara introduces the
transformation of this basic consciousness (asraya-
paravrtti or asraya-parivrtti) towards enlighten-
ment as an account for the nature of mind. The
prototype for this storehouse-consciousness may be
found, in part, in the metaphors of the ‘“‘jewel-
storehouse’ and the ‘‘storehouse of merit” found in
the Srimaladevi-satra. The dominant characteristics
of Tathagatagarbha, however, according to the
Srimaladevi-satra, are in terms of the two definitions
mentioned above, without reference to a storehouse-
consciousness but rather to an originally pure state
of mind (cittam prabhasvaram or prakrtiparisuddha-
garbha).

The theory of Tathagatagarbha, as developed in
the Srimaladevi-siatra, results in an interpretation
of mind as intrinsically pure (unconditioned) yet
defiled (conditioned), which reflects all phenomena
as their basis and foundation, redefining emptiness
as the negation of the defiled (klesa) and the
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affirmation of the intrinsically pure (Buddha-
dharma). This interpretation of mind as the
undifferentiated Dharma-realm (Dharma-dhatu),
consisting of the absolutely pure dharmas, accounts
for the universal enlightenment of all beings and for
the possibility of change from a defiled state to an
enlightened state. Since the Tathagatagarbha partici-
pates in both the causal plane (original state of
mind) and the resultant plane (the Dharma-Body,
the enlightened state of mind), it is the basis for both
the conditioned and unconditioned levels of exist-
ence vis-a-vis its Dharma-nature (tathata).

The compound tathagata-garbha (ju-lai-tsang)?
has two constituents, tathagata signifying ‘‘thus
come’ or ‘‘thus gone,” designating a Buddha, and
garbha signifying ‘““womb, inside, middle, interior of
anything . .. a foetus or embryo, child, brood.””
Tathagatagarbha would then signify the womb or the
embryo of the Tathagata. The container in which the
Tathagata resides is implied in the ‘“womb”
dimension of garbha. The potentiality of becoming a
Tathagata is represented by the foetus or ““‘embryo’
nature of garbha.

From the two definitions of garbha, a passive and
an active interpretation can be derived. Garbha as
Tathagata-in-utero refers to a receptacle which
possesses or receives the Tathagata. Garbha as
Tathagata-in-embryo refers to the process of growth
and birth which culminates in the Tathagata. The
Tathagatagarbha, therefore, has a dual function: 1)
as the receptacle of the Buddha-nature; 2) as a cause
for the gradual development and maturation of the
Tathagata.
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The Chinese term for garbha which is tsang,®
denoting ‘‘storehouse,” ‘‘container,”” or hidden
place (often used to translate the Sanskrit kosa),
indicates the first function of Tathagatagarbha. No
reference is made to embryo, essence, or womb.2
The interpretation of Tathagatagarbha as a store-
house is explicitly demonstrated when Tathagata-
garbha is assimilated to the concept of the
‘““storehouse-consciousness’’ (alaya-vijiiana) in the
Lankavatara-satra,’ employing the same word,
tsang, for both Tathagatagarbha and alaya-vijiiana
(shih-tsang).4

In identifying Tathagatagarbha with the alaya-
vijiana, the Lankavatara cites the Srimaladevi-
saitra* (Sheng-man ching)® and interprets Tathagata-
garbha as the receiver of input (bija) which directs
the consciousness towards transformation into the
Buddha-nature,® an adaptation of both definitions
mentioned above. However, the identity of Tatha-
gatagarbha with the alaya-vijiana is a late
development, immediately prefiguring Vijianavada.®
The Srimaladevi-sitra remains silent with regard to
a storehouse-consciousness.’

Although there are no instances of a storehouse-
consciousness in the Srimaladevi-satra there is the
metaphor of a jewel-storehouse which describes the
merits and virtues of the Tathagatagarbha, viz. the
Acceptance of the true Dharma (saddharma-
parigraha):®

Again the Great Earth has four kinds of jewel-
storehouses (pao-tsang®). What are the four? 1) the
priceless 2) the supremely valuable 3) the moderately
valuable 4) the slightly valuable. These are the
Great Earth’s four kinds of jewel-storehouses.

Similarly, the good sons and daughters who
accept the true Dharma and build the great earth,
obtain the four kinds of most precious jewels, viz.,
living beings. Who are the four? 1) Those who have
not heard {the Dharma) or are without the Dharma
are presented with the merits and virtuous deeds of
men and the gods by the good sons and daughters
who have accepted the true Dharma; 2) Those who
seek Sravakahood are presented with the Sravaka
vehicle; 3) Those who seek Pratyeka-buddhahood
are presented with the Pratyeka vehicle; 4) Those
who seek Mahayana are presented with Mahayana.

Thus, all the good sons and daughters who obtain
the great jewels, viz., living beings, realize extra-
ordinarily rare merits because of the Acceptance of
the true Dharma. Lord, the great jewel-storehouse is
the Acceptance of the true Dharma.?
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The extension of the Acceptance of the true
Dharma includes all the Buddha-dharmas.!? Stated
otherwise, the Acceptance of the true Dharma
contains the Buddha-nature, or is a receptacle of the
Buddha-nature.

In terms of the Tathagatagarbha itself, four
storehouses or ‘““wombs’ are ascribed to it: “O
Lord, the Tathagatagarbha is the Womb of the
Dharma-realm (fa-chieh tsang'), the Womb of the
Dharma-Body (fa-shen tsangl), the transcendental
Womb (chu shih-chien shang-shang tsang®), and
the inherently pure Womb (tzu-hsing ch¢ing-ching
tsang")” (p.222b, col.21-22)."'" The first two
Wombs refer to the constituents of the Tathagata-
garbha, the latter two to the nature of the
Tathagatagarbha itself. An allusion is being made
here to the basis for the unconditioned (Dharma-
realm), the enlightened state of mind (Dharma-
Body), and to the original state of mind as
transcendental and inherently pure.

The Tathagatagarbha as the causal element for
the gradual development and maturation of the
Tathagata as the Dharma-Body (Nirvana) accounts
for the possibility of change from a defiled to an
enlightened state. In acknowledging an originally
pure state of mind in all living beings, i.e., universal
enlightenment, the cause of the immanent enlightened
state is attributed to the Tathagatagarbha. Conse-
quently, as a soteriological device, Tathagatagarbha
inspires encouragement and hope in all living
beings. This soteriological dimension is accompanied
by an epistemological account for the change from
defiled, but originally pure, state of mind (Tatha-
gatagarbha) to an actualized, enlightened pure state
of mind (Dharma-Body):

O Lord, if there were no Tathagatagarbha, there
would be no revulsion towards suffering, nor the
aspiration to seek Nirvana. Why? Because the seven
[mental] phenomena—the six consciousnesses and
the knowledge of [accompanying] mental phenom-
ena—do not continue even momentarily and do not
accept the impressions of suffering, there cannot be
revulsion for suffering nor the aspiration to seek
Nirvana (p. 222b, col. 13-16).

Because there is the causal element (Tathagata-
garbha) for the enlightened state of mind (Dharma-
Body), there is enlightenment:

“The Highest, Complete Enlightenment (anuttara
samyaksambodhi) is a name for the Nirvana realm
(nirvana-dhatu). The ‘Nirvana realm’, Lord, is a
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name for the Dharma-Body of the Tathagata”
(p. 220c, col. 22-23).!2 Consequently, the cause for
the Dharma-Body, viz, the Highest, Complete
Enlightenment, is the Tathagatagarbha.

The nature of the embryo or potentiality of the
Dharma-Body in the expression Tathagatagarbha is
more explicitly illustrated in the Ta-fang-teng ju-
lai-tsang ching” (Mahavaipulya-Tathagatagarbha
sitra),'> regarded as the initial text of the
Tathagatagarbha transmission,'® and cited in the
Ratnagotravibhaga (p. 60, verse 97) as the eighth
of the nine metaphors for the Tathagatagarbha, viz.
‘“the Tathagatagarbha is like the foetus of an
outcaste woman, impregnated by a king, who will
live to be a future king.” (jaghanyanarijathare
nrpatvam)'s (Taisho v. 16, n. 666, p. 459a, col. 7-
9, 16-17). The essentially pure nature of the
Tathagatagarbha, the unconditioned, is represented
by the embryo concomitant with the extraneously
defiled nature of the mother’s womb, the conditioned:

Therefore, O Lord, the life-death cycle (samsara)
is both conditioned and unconditioned. Nirvana is
likewise [both conditioned and unconditioned],
being [Nirvana] with remainder [i.e., conditioned]
and [Nirvana] without remainder [i.e., uncondi-
tioned] (p. 221b, cols. 24-25).16

The relationship between the Tathagatagarbha
and the life-death cycle is described in the following
manner:

O Lord, the life-death cycle is based upon the
Tathagatagarbha. Because there is the Tathagata-
garbha, one refers to the [life-death cycle’s] original
limit, which in unknowable. O Lord, because there
is the Tathagatagarbha, one refers to the life-death
cycle as a proper designation [for the Tathagata-
garbha].!” (p.222b4-6)...0 Lord, these two
phenomena—Ilife and death—are the Tathagata-
garbha. It is worldly convention to say ‘there is life’
and ‘there is death’. ‘Death’ is the extinction of
one’s senses. ‘Life’ is the arising of new senses. The
Tathagatagarbha is neither life nor death. The
Tathagatagarbha is separate from the conditioned.
The Tathagatagarbha is eternal and unchanging.
Therefore, the Tathagatagarbha is the basis,
support, and foundation. (p. 222b 7-11)!8

Consequently, the Tathagatagarbha as the life-
death cycle is both conditioned and unconditioned
and as the Dharma-Body is both conditioned and
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unconditioned. The relationship between Tathagata-
garbha as the causal element and Dharma-Body as
the result resembles the maturation from embryo to
completely matured Buddha-nature as illustrated in
the eighth of the nine metaphors in the Ratnagotra-
vibhaga cited above. The distinction between the
causal plane (Tathagatagarbha) and the resultant
plane (Dharma-Body) is defilement (klesa):'®

In explaining Tathagatagarbha one explains the
Dharma-Body of the Tathagata, the inconceivable
Buddha realms, and skillful means (p.221b17-
18) ... The extinction of suffering signifies the
Dharma-Body of the Tathagata which is from
beginningless time, uncreated, non-arising, free
from destruction, eternal, inherently pure, and
separate from all the stores of defilement. O Lord,
the Dharma-Body is not separate from, free from, or
different from the inconceivable Buddha-dharmas,
which are more numerous than the sands of the
Ganges. O Lord, the Dharma-Body of the Tathagata
is called the Tathagatagarbha when it is inseparable
from the stores of defilement. (p. 221¢ 7-11)2°

The sentient consciousness’ process of spiritual
maturation is referred to as the Tathagatagarbha
when in embryonic form, i.e., as contained within a
defiled nature, represented by the eighth metaphor.
The result of this maturation is the Dharma-Body,
the enlightened state of consciousness which is both
conditioned and unconditioned. The originally pure
state of mind, as the seed or cause for the gradual
development and maturation of the Tathagata, viz.,
the Tathagatagarbha, must be differentiated from
the enlightened, actualized pure state of mind, viz.,
the Dharma-Body.While the unconditioned, origi-
nally pure state of mind is the cuase for all
phenomena, both conditoned and unconditioned, the
potentially enlightened state (Tathagatagarbha) and
the enlightened state (Dharma-Body) are not
identical vis-a-vis defilements (klesa).

In the Mahayana-abhidharma-satra which is
quoted in the Ratnagotravibhaga (p. 72, lines 13-
14), the latter citing the Srimaladevi sitra as a
gloss, a crucial interpolation of garbha is introduced:

Anadikaliko dhatuh sarvadharmasamasrayah/
Tasmin sati gatih sarva nirvanadhigamo 'pi ca.//
The causal element which continues from beginning-
less time is the basis for all phenomena. Because of
its existence, there are all levels of existence as well
as the attainment of Nirvana.
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In this passage not only is the cause for the levels of
existence and the attainment of Nirvana attributed
to the causal element but the basis of all phenomena
are dependent upon this element. In the Vijianavadin
framework the causal element, the basis for all
phenomena, is equated with the alayavijfiana by
Sthiramati.?! The Ratnagotravibhaga (pp. 72-73,
lines 15-16, 1-3) attributes this basis to the
Tathagatagarbha:

sarvadharmasraya iti/ yad aha/ tasmad bhagavaris
tathagatagarbho nisraya adharah pratistha sarmbad-
dhanam avinirbhaganam amuktajaananam asari-
skrtanam dharmanam/ asarmbaddhanam api bhaga-
van vinirbhaga-dharmanam muktajiananar sam-
skrtanam dharmanam nisraya adharah pratistha
tathagatagarbha iti/ (RGV p. 73, lines 1-5)

... “The basis for all phenomena”—It is said:
“Therefore, O Lord, the Tathagatagarbha is the
basis, support, and foundation for all the intercon-
nected phenomena which are unconditioned, being
the knowledge inseperable and indivisible [from the
Buddha-dharmas]. The Tathagatagarbha is also the
basis, support, and foundation for all the non-
interconnected phenomena which are conditioned,
being the knowledge separable and divisible [from
the Buddha dharmas].2?

In this citation we see the convergence of the
meaning of cause or “embryo”’ with basis (asrayah),
foundation, and support which is reiterated in the
Srimaladevi satra.

The Buddha-dharmas are the unconditioned
constituents of the Tathagatagarbha. The constitu-
ents which are not Buddha-dharmas, viz., defile-
ments, are also associated with the Tathagatagarbha.

The Tathagatagarbha as a causal element which
gradually develops and matures is fused with the
concept of a basis upon which all phenomena
depend. The identity between the cause for Buddha-
nature on the one hand and the basis or foundation
for all phenomena on the other is due to the true
nature or essence of all phenomena, viz., Suchness.
This fusion of embryo or cause with both foundaton
and essence is again demonstrated in the following
passage of the Mahayanasutralamkara:??

sarvesam avisigtapi tathata suddhim agata/

tathagatvam tasmac ca tadgarbhah sarvadehinah//

“Suchness, which is characteristic of all things, is
purity

And has the nature of the Tathagata,; therefore, that
essence belongs to all beings.”
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According to this verse, there is no differentiation
between living beings and the Tathagata from the
aspect of Suchness. However, from the standpoint of
those who have reached the enlightened state and
those who have not, there is a distinction between
living beings and the Tathagata.

The Tibetan translation of garbha (in the
compound Tathagatagarbha), s7iin po, most adequately
connotes the full range of meanings as seed or cause,
essence or heart,?* which are not connotations
derived from tsang.® However, the Srimaladevi-
satra, in the passages cited above, attempts, for the
first time within the evolution of Tathagatagarbha
literature, to delineate a definitive exposition on the
Tathagatagarbha as the cause for the maturation of
the Buddha-nature concomitant with a description as
the essence of the mind and the basis for all
phenomena. Therefore, two dimensions of Tathagata-
garbha are specified: 1) the active process in which
the sentient consciousness realizes spiritual matura-
tion, implied in the “embryo’’ dimension and 2) the
underlying nature or foundation which is the basis and
essence of all phenomena, metaphorically represented
as a storechouse or Womb for the merits of the
Tathagata upon which all existence depends, serving
as a prototype for a storehouse-consciousness.

From the above citations we have seen that the
living being has within his consciousness the cause
which enables him to attain enlightenment. While
living beings have this seed of enlightenment, they
nonetheless remain in a defiled state and must
nurture and mature this embryonic seed or causal
element concomitant with the extirpation of defile-
ment. Defilement is the falsely discriminating nature
of mind, covering over the original pure state.
Defilement exists conditionally but is extrinsic
(agantuka) or not truly the nature of mind. This total
condition of the sentient consciousness is ascribed to
the Tathagatagarbha as the inherently pure mind
residing in a defiled state.

This Tathagatagarbha which is inherently pure is
the inconceivable realm of the Tathagata which has
been contaminated by extrinsic defilements and
other virulent defilements. Why? The good mind is
momentary and not contaminated by defilements.
The evil mind is also momentary but is not
contaminated by defilements either. Defilements do
not affect the mind. Then, how does the mind, which
is unaffected by nature, become defiled? O Lord,
there are defilements and there are defiled minds.
The fact that there is defilement in the mind which is
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inherently pure is difficult to comprehend. Only the
Buddhas, the Lords, who have the eye of truth and
the wisdom of truth, who are the sources of the
Dharma and penetrate the Dharma, and who are the
refuge of the true Dharma, can comprehend this
truth.” (p. 222b 22-222¢ 1)®

A strict identity between the sentient conscious-
ness and the Tathagatagarbha is not intended.
Rather, the Tathagatagarbha refers to the essential
nature of mind which is intrinsically pure but
obfuscated by defiled living beings who do not
comprehend the true nature of their own minds.
There is the identity between living beings and the
Tathagatagarbha from the perspective of the enlight-
ened state wherein one understands the dharma-
nature as Emptiness, the non-differentiation between
the pure and the impure. From the perspective of the
embryonic state of becoming enlightened, the
defilement which has not been understood as Empty,
is still differentiated from the pure, enlightened state
which understands Emptiness, i.e. the identity
between original enlightenment (Tathagatagarbha)
and actual enlightenment (Dharma-Body) is not
maintained when there is false discrimination instead
of wisdom (prajfia).

The author of the Srimaladevi-satra introduces
the latent stage of ignorance (avidyavasa-bhami)*
(wu-ming chu-ti)* as the subtle, subconscious
propensity which conditions every active state of
defiled consciousness and obscures the true state
which is the intrinsically pure mind. Only the Buddha
can eliminate this most subtle and fundamental
character of sentient consciousness:

O Lord, such is the power of the latent stage of
ignorance! The power of the latent stage of ignorance
much greater than the other latent stages
represented by the fourth stage of desire for existence
(p. 220a9) ... The power of the latent stage of
ignorance is far superior to that of the other latent
stages of defilement represented by the fourth stage
of desire for existence, and is the basis for the active
defilements more numerous than the sands of the
Ganges. It [the latent stage of ignorance] also causes
(ling)" the four [other] kinds of [latent] defilements
to continue for a long time. The Arhats and
Pratyekas’ wisdom cannot eliminate it. Only the
Tathagata’s enlightenment wisdom?’ can eliminate
it. Yes, the stage of ignorance is extremely powerful!
(p. 220a 12-15)

is
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The active defiled state of consciousness is
extirpated only by the Tathagata. Consequently, the
absolutely pure state of mind is realized only by the
Tathagata (Dharma-Body). The last remnant of
impurity which distinguishes the sentient mind
(sattvacitta) from the enlightenment wisdom (bodhi)
of the Tathagata is the latent stage of ignorance. In
order to understand phenomenal existence which is
activated by the propensity of the beginningless?®
ignorance, one must realize the intrinsically pure
state of mind, i.e., the knowledge of the Tathagata-
garbha:

O Lord, the Arhats, Pratyeka-buddhas and the
Bodhisattvas in their very last body do not know and
do not awaken to the various phenomena which are
obscured? by the stage of ignorance. Because they
are not aware (of these phenomena) they cannot
absolutely eliminate what should be eliminated.
(p. 220a 25-29)

The tenacity of beginningless ignorance prevents
the comprehension of the true nature of all things
(dharmata). Stated otherwise, beginningless ignor-
ance impedes the Tathagatagarbha, i.e., the matura-
tion of the Buddha-nature.

If there were no Tathagatagarbha upon which all
phenomena, conditioned and unconditioned, are
based, there would be no possibility for change, i.e.,
no transformation from a defiled state to an
intrinsically pure state of mind since the Tathagata-
garbha is the cause for both all levels of existence
and Nirvana.

The Tathagatagarbha accounts for the possibility
of change and for the activity of all phenomena. In
terms of consciousness Tathagatagarbha is the
foundation for changing (pravreti) from the sentient
defiled consciousness to an intrinsically pure state of
consciousness (nivreti).’° In terms of the activity of
all phenomena, the Tathagatagarbha is the basis for
both the conditoned and unconditioned but whether
the status of all phenomena are mental as in
Vijfianavada remains unexplained.

The nature of the Tathagatagarbha as the basis for
all phenomena is equated with Emptiness for the first
time in the Srimaladevi-sutra.’' Analyzed in two
dimensions, the nature of the Tathagatagarbha is
both the negation (Sunya) of the defiled active state
of mind (sarmmsara) and the affirmation (asinya) of
the intrinsically pure mind (nirvana):
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O Lord, the wisdom of Tathagatagarbha (ju-lai
tsang chih)? is the Tathagata’s wisdom of Emptiness
(Gu-lai kung chih)® (p.221c12)... Lord, there
are two kinds of wisdom of Emptiness with reference
to the Tathagatagarbha (ju-lai tsang kung chih).®®

1) The Tathagatagarbha which is Empty is
separate from, free from, and different from the
stores of all defilements.

2) The Tathagatagarbha which is not Empty is not
separate from, not free from, and not different from
the inconceivable Buddha-dharmas, more numerous
than the sands of the Ganges. (p. 221c 15-17).

From the level of the Tathagata’s wisdom, the two
states of consciousness, defiled and inherently pure,
are identical in nature, all phenomena being of one
and the same nature as Emptiness:

There is the attainment of Nirvana because there are
no [differentiations between] inferior and superior
phenomena. There is the attainment of Nirvana
because of the equality of knowledge. There is the
attainment of Nirvana because of the equality of
liberation. There is the attainment of Nirvana
because of the equality of purity. Therefore, Nirvana
has one and the same quality which is that of
liberation. (p. 220b 8-11)32

The oneness of all phenomena, i.e., nondiscrimina-
tive wisdom, is identical with the intrinsically pure,
luminous mind, viz., Tathdgatagarbha, an identifica-
tion prefigured in the Astasahasrika-prajia-para-
mita® in terms of no-mindedness (acittata) rather
than Tathagatagarbha. The wisdom of the intrinsically
pure, luminous mind (the enlightened state) is
identical with the wisdom of Emptiness. What
impedes the wisdom of the intrinsically pure,
luminous mind, i.e., the wisdom of the Tathagata-
garbha, is the latent stage of beginningless ignorance,
the most formidable obstacle (jieyavarana) to
attaining liberation, causing the mind to differentiate
phenomena as inferior and superior:

Lord, if the stage of ignorance is not ultimately
eliminated, then one does not attain the one and the
same quality of knowledge and liberation. (p. 220b
11-12)

When beginningless ignorance is eliminated, the
culmination of the path, i.e., the maturation of
Buddha-nature is attained. The Buddha-nature is
expressed negatively in the Srimaladevi-sitra by the
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One Noble Truth, viz., the extinction of suffering.
What remains after this extinction is the wisdom of
the intrinsically pure mind, the wisdom of Emptiness.3*

Defilement is negated or Empty due to its lack of
any real existence, being extrinsic to reality.%
Consequently, the defiled, conditioned mind is really
non-existent while the Buddha-nature, the uncondi-
tioned, inherently pure mind is truly existent, i.e.,
“not Empty.”

The affirmation of Emptiness in the Srimaladevi-
siitra is the attribution of positive qualities (Buddha
dharmas) to the Tathagatagarbha as the Tathagata’s
wisdom of Emptiness. The nature of Tathagata-
garbha is Emptiness; the knowledge of Tathagata-
garbha is the knowledge of Emptiness.

It is only possible to affirm Emptiness after the
negation of the Empty, i.e., defilement, since the
defiled consciousness impedes the correct under-
standing of Emptiness. After one understands that
the defiled, sentient consciousness is dependent upon
the instrinsically pure consciousness, phenomena
may be affirmed as Emptiness and defilement
negated as extrinsic, unreal, or “Empty.”3¢

In the Srimaladevi-satra the true Dharma is
Tathagatagarbha, manifested both in the conditioned
and unconditioned levels of existence in much the
same way as Emptiness is manifested both in
samsara and Nirvana.’” With the elimination of the
beginningless ignorance, the apprehension of the
oneness of all phenomena and the basis for all
phenomena, viz., the wisdom of the Tathagatagarbha,
is realized. Only then is the identity between the pure
and the defiled comprehended.

The emphasis in the Srimaladevi-satra is on the
state of the sentient consciousness, both in its defiled
state and its mature, inherently pure state, tending
towards the theory of consciousness-only (Vijia-
navada),’® but avoiding any analysis of phenomena
as either material or mental.

The abstruse and profound nature of the meaning
of Emptiness as both affirmation and negation were a
re-interpretation of Emptiness in order to avoid the
accusation of either the four contrary views3®
(viparyasa) (tien-tao)* or the two limited views*®
(drsti) (pien chien).d

Since the time of early Buddhism, the four
contrary views of permanence (nitya), happiness
(sukha), substantial self (atman) and purity (subha),
had been impediments to Arhatship. In the Srimala-
devi-sutra the definition of the contrary views is
retained with regard to conditioned existence but re-
interpreted in terms of Emptiness. The two vehicles
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have the four contrary views when they attempt to
understand the affirmation of the Tathagatagarbha as
not Empty.*! Because of the difficulty in understand-
ing Emptiness, the Arhats and Pratyeka-buddhas
cannot understand the affirmation of the truly
existent Tathagatagarbha but understand only its
negative aspect as Empty. Consequently, they see
Emptiness where there is Non-Emptiness and
become attached to the former:

The impermanent is considered the permanent,
suffering is considered happiness, the non-substanti-
ality of the self is considered a substantial self, the
impure is considered pure ... If there are living
beings who believe in the Buddha’s words, they will
have thoughts of permanence, happiness, self, and
purity. These are not contrary views but are correct
views.*2 (p. 222a18-19, 20-21)

The Tathagatagarbha, as the nature of the Buddha
who has attained Supreme Enlightenment, is
unconditioned, being identical with all of the
Buddha’s qualities of wisdom. It is not the realm of
living beings who are confused by Emptiness
described in its positive aspect in terms of the
categories ‘“permanent,” ‘“‘happy,” ‘‘substantial self,”
and “purity.”

Lord, the Tathagatagarbha is not a substantial self
nor a living being nor “fate’ nor a person. The
Tathagatagarbha is not a realm for living beings who
have degenerated into the belief of a substantially
existent body or for those who have contrary views,
or have minds bewildered by Emptiness. (p. 222b
18-20)*3

The permament results from the wisdom of the
equality of all dharmas, i.e., the identity of samsara
and Nirvana, Tathagatagarbha and Dharma-Body.
The pure cannot be found in a conditioned, defiled
world but in the world of the Tathagata, i.e., the
intrinsically pure nature of mind, which is devoid of
the latent stages of defilement (vasabhami) and is
the peace resulting from the absence of philosophizing
(praparica) of ego and non-ego. Happiness results
from the cessation of (discriminative) mental activity
(manomayaskandha) and its cause. The eternal is
the penetration into the equality of sarmsara and
Nirvana *

The defiled mind which is tied to the phenomenal,
conditoned level of existence is unable to bridge the
gap between the absolute and the phenomenal
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whereas the Tathagatagarbha is able to co-exist as
both the phenomenal, sentient consciousness and the
absolute, intrinsically pure mind vis-a-vis Emptiness.

The objective of the theory of Tathagatagarbha is
to link living beings with the Buddha, encouraging
them to attain enlightenment. The link between living
beings who have the Tathagatagarbha as the cause
for their enlightenment and the mature, enlightened
state (bodhi) or Dharma-Body is the nature of the
Dharma (Dharmata or Dharmadhatu) itself which
is identical in both. The undifferentiated Dharma-
dhatu is the ground for the identity between living
beings and the Buddha, Tathagatagarbha and
Dharma-Body. On the conditioned level, however,
the differentiation between living beings and the
Buddha is maintained. The foundation or base for
enlightenment is the Tathagatagarbha as the defiled
state (samala tathatad) of the Dharma-nature or
Suchness. The resultant state of enlightenment
(bodhi = Dharma-Body) is the absolutely pure,
unconditioned state (nirmala tathata) of the Dharma-
nature, which consists of all the pure Buddha
dharmas inseparable from the Dharma-realm.

In the Srimaladevi-satra the two dimensions of
being, the Empty and the Non-Empty, are ascribed
to the non-real and real respectively. What is Empty
is what is devoid of reality, viz., what is conditioned
by defilements. What is not Empty are the pure
qualities of the Buddha-nature, the truly existent,
unconditioned reality.

The defiled sentient consciousness which is
ultimately unreal is emphasized in discussing the
Tathagatagarbha from the conditioned, phenomenal
level of existence. The ‘“matured mind,” i.e., the
inherently pure enlightened mind of Dharma-Body,
is not the focus of the text. Consequently, the wisdom
of Emptiness which is impeded for living beings by
beginningless ignorance remains an unknown in the
Srimaladevi-satra, identified with the abstract
Dharma-Body. Only the defiled, ‘“Empty”’ dimension
of Tathagatagarbha is discussed, the embryonic stage
of the sentient consciousness. The essence of the
Tathagata, which is the basis for all phenomena, is
identified with the Tathagatagarbha as the compre-
hension of Emptiness and Emptiness itself remains
unanalyzed due to the text’s ambiguity with regard to
the status of phenomena as either material or mental.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

In the Srimaladevi-satra the Tathagatagarbha had
two dimensions. It functioned as a cause for the
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gradual development of spiritual awareness in the
sentient consciousness, similar to the gestation and
maturation from embryo to adult. In addition to this
active process of spiritual growth, the concept of
Tathagatagarbha was linked with the underlying
nature or basis for all phenomena, identified with the
nature or essence of the Tathagata. Tathagatagarbha
was not, as yet, a storehouse-consciousness although
it was described as both a storehouse or merit vis-a-
vis the Acceptance of the true Dharma and as
possessing four jewel-storehouses. The fusion be-
tween the storehouse-consciousness and the Tatha-
gatabarbha did not occur until the Lankavatara, as
evidenced by the glosses in the Ratnagotra and
Trimsika. Consegently, the Srimaladevi-satra
served as a prototype for a consciousness which
would function both as a receiver of input directed
towards spiritual transformation and the cause for
that spiritual development.

As the first text to identify Tathagatagarbha with
the wisdom of Emptiness, re-interpreting Emptiness
as both affirmative (the quiescent Buddha dharmas)
and negative (the elimination of defilement), the
Srimaladevi-sitra suggested that the defiled state of
consciousness was ultimately unreal (‘““Empty”’). In
order to explain the defiled state, this text introduced
the notion of beginningless ignorance to which the
sentient consciousness tenaciously adhered, discrimi-
nating and losing sight of the ultimately real (‘“‘not
Empty’’) Buddha-nature.

The potentiality to realize the Buddha-nature, the
knowledge of the true nature of all phenomena, was
illustrated in terms of the embryo of the Buddha, the
process undertaken by the active sentient conscious-
ness to eliminate ignorance and refine one’s
comprehension of Emptiness. While the active,
spiritual maturation of the Buddha-nature within the
sentient consciousness concomitant with the under-
lying basis for all phenomena were attributed to the
Tathagatagarbha, the relationship between the
intrinsically pure mind and the phenomena which are
apprehended as having the nature of Emptiness
remained external to the sutra’s analysis.

In contrast to the Vijidnavada interpretation of the
structure of mind in which the alayavijiana as the
cause for conditioned phenomena (samskrtadharma),
i.e., the unreal (nihsvabhava or sanya) is subse-
quently transformed (asrayaparavriti), the Tatha-
gatagarbha is the basis for both the conditioned and
unconditioned and is not negated, or rather
transformed, since the defiled, conditioned phenomena
as adventitious and unreal are denied any association
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with the intrinsically pure mind. The forerunner of
the triple structure of being (trisvabhava) in the
Vijhianavada tradition, however, is illustrated in the
Srimaladevi-satra by the link (tathata, Dharma-
dhatu) between Tathagatagarbha (samala tathata)
and the Dharma-Body (nirmala tathata), but the
embryonic state (Tathagatagarbha) and the resultant
state (Dharma-Body) remain the central focus rather
than that of the Dharma-realm or Suchness.*

* [ am indebted to Prof. Geshe Sopa, University of
Wisconsin, for criticism and suggestions on a draft of this
paper, though of course the final version is not to be taken
as representing any buat the author’s views. Research was
supported by the Fulbright-Hays Commission while
studying at Kyoto University during the academic year
1973-74.
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samavimuktijianadarsanam bhagavan nirvanadhigamah/
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the equality of all phenomena. O Lord, there is the
attainment of Nirvana because their knowledge and
liberation are the same, their liberation is the same, and
their knowledge is the same. Therefore, O Lord, it is said:
‘The realm of Nirvana has one and the same quality’, viz.,
the quality of liberation and knowledge.”

33 avikarayusman Sariputravikalpacittata—Astasahas-
rika Prajraparamita with Haribhadra’s Commentary
Called Aloka, ed. by P. L. Vaidya, Buddhist Sanskrit Texts
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Louis de la Vallée Poussin (St. Petersburg, 1903), p. 516.

35 Sheng-man ching pao-ku, Taisho v.37, n. 1744,
p. 73c 2-4. See gloss ae of the Chinese glossary for this
passage.

36See Gadjin M. Nagao, “What Remains in Sinyata: A
Yogacarin Interpretation of Emptiness’ (soon to be
published in Richard Robinson’s commemorative volume)
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37 Ruegg, La Théorie du Tathagatagarbha, p. 359.

38 Etienne Lamotte, L’Enseignement de Vimalakirti
(Louvain: Institut Orientaliste, 1962), p. 40.

3% Cf. RGV p. 30, lines 19-20: viparyasta bhagavan
sattva upattesu pancasutpadanaskandhesu/ te bhavanty
anitye nityasamjrinah/ duhkhe sukhasamjninah/ anat-
many atmasamjrinah/ asubhe Subhasamjrinah/—“O
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the five constituents of the individual. When there is the
impermanent, it is known as permanent. When there is
suffering, it is known as bliss. When there is non-self, it is
known as self. When there is the impure, it is known as
pure.”’

40 Cf. RGV pp. 34-35, lines 20, 1-2: anityah samskara
iti ced bhagavan pasyeta sasya syad ucchedadrstih/ sasya
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syan na samyagdrstih/ nityam nirvanam iti ced bhagavan
pasyeta sasya sydac chasvatadrstih/ sasya syan na
samyagdrstir iti/—*‘If someone considers ‘The conditioned
states are impermanent’, this is nihilism, O Lord. This is not
the correct view. If someone consideres ‘Nirvana is eternal’,
this is eternalism, O Lord. This is not the correct view.”

4l Sheng-man ching pao-ku, Taisho v.37, n. 1744
p. 74c 10-12. See gloss af of the Chinese glossary for this
passage. Cf. RGV p. 30, line 31, p. 31, line 1: sarvasrava-
kapratyekabuddha api bhagavan sunyatajranenadrstapurve
sarvajrajhdanavisaye tathagatadharmakaye viparyastah/—
“Even all the Sravakas and the Pratyeka-buddhas are
perverted by their knowledge of Emptiness with reference to
the Dharma-Body of the Tathagata, the realm of the
knowledge of all knowledges, which has not been previously
seen.”” Suanyatajidnena has been translated as the
“knowledge of Emptiness’ (s§anyata + jranena) rather
than the “lack of knowledge of Emptiness” (sunyata +
ajridnena) based upon the Chinese translation of Gunabhadra
(kung chih)®® (p. 221c 19).

42 See footnote 39 for the Sanskrit fragment of this
passage cited in RGV.

43 See footnote 41 for the citation in the RGV which is
similar in meaning.

44 The Srimaladevr satra does not explicitly define the
four positive attributes of the Tathagatagarbha. The
interpretation of these attributes are based upon the
Ratnagotravibhaga, p. 34, verses 37-38:

sa hi prakrtisuddhatvad vasanapagamac chucih/
paramatmatmanairaitmyaprapancaksayasantitah// 37
sukho manomayaskandhataddhetuvinivrttitah/
nityah samsaranirvanasamataprativedhatah// 38

45 For further discussion, see Takasaki Jikido, “Dharmata,
Dharmadhatu,” op.cit., pp. 910-911, for the identification
of bodhi(jrana) with tatprstalabdhajhrana and Dharmakaya.

46 For the correlation between the trisvabhava theory in
Asanga’s Mahayanasamgraha and the implicit triple
structure of the Tathagatagarbha in the RGV, see Takasaki,
“Dharmata, Dharmadhatu,” op.cit., pp. 903-905.



The Tathagatagarbha Sutra
Translated by William H. Grosnick
http://www.webspawner.com/users/bodhisattva/index.html
From "Buddhism in Practice," edited by Donald S. Lopez,
Princeton University Press 1995.

Thus have I heard. At one time the Buddha was staying on the Vulture Peak near Rajagrha in
the lecture hall of a many-tiered pavilion built of fragrant sandalwood. He had attained
buddhahood ten years previously and was accompanied by an assembly of hundreds and
thousands of great monks and a throng of bodhisattvas and great beings sixty times the
number of sands in the Ganges River. All had perfected their zeal and had formerly made
offerings to hundreds of thousands of myriad legions of buddhas. All could turn the
irreversible wheel of the dharma. If a being were to hear their names, he would become
irreversible in the highest path.

Their names were Bodhisattva Dharma-Wisdom, Bodhisattva Lion-Wisdom, Bodhisattva
Adamantine Wisdom (Vajra-mati), Bodhisattva Harmonious Wisdom, bodhisattva
Wonderful Wisdom, Bodhisattva Moonlight, Bodhisattva Jeweled Moon, Bodhisattva Full
Moon, Bodhisattva Courageous, Bodhisattva Measureless Courage, Bodhisattva
Transcending the Triple World, Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara, Bodhisattva Mahasthamaprapta,
Bodhisattva Fragrant Elephant, Bodhisattva Fine Fragrance, Bodhisattva Finest Fragrance,
Bodhisattva Main Treasury, Bodhisattva Sun Treasury, Bodhisattva Display of the Standard,
Bodhisattva Display of the Great Standard, Bodhisattva Stainless Standard, Bodhisattva
Boundless Light, Bodhisattva Bestower of Light, Bodhisattva Stainless Light, Bodhisattva
King of Joy, Bodhisattva Eternal Joy, Bodhisattva Jeweled Hand, Bodhisattva Treasury of
Space, Bodhisattva King of Light and Virtue, Bodhisattva Self-Abiding King of Dharanis,
Bodhisattva Dharani, Bodhisattva Destroying All Ills, Bodhisattva Relieving All the Ills of
Sentient Beings, Bodhisattva Joyous Thoughts, Bodhisattva Satisfied Will, Bodhisattva
Eternally Satisfied, Bodhisattva Shining on All, Bodhisattva Moon Brightness, Bodhisattva
Jewel Wisdom, Bodhisattva Transforming into a Woman’s Body, Bodhisattva Great
Thunderclap, Bodhisattva Spiritual Guide, Bodhisattva Not Groundless Views, Bodhisattva
Freedom in All Dharmas, Bodhisattva Maitreya, and Bodhisattva Manjusri. There were also
present bodhisattvas and great beings just like them from countless Buddha lands, whose
number equalled sixty times the number of sands in the Ganges River. Together with an
uncountable number of gods, nagas, yaksas, gandharvas, asuras, garudas, kinnaras, and
mahoragas [all divine and quasi-divine beings], they all gathered to pay their respects and
make offerings.

At that time, the Buddha sat up straight in meditation in the sandalwood pavilion and, with
his supernatural powers, put on a miraculous display. There appeared in the sky a countless
number of thousand-petaled lotus flowers as large as chariot wheels, filled with colors and
fragrances that one could not begin to enumerate. In the center of each flower was a conjured
image of a Buddha. The flowers rose and covered the heavens like a jewelled banner, each
flower giving forth countless rays of light. The petals all simultaneously unfolded their
splendor and then, through the Buddha’s miraculous powers, all withered in an instant.
Within the flowers all the Buddha images sat cross-legged in the lotus position, and each
issued forth countless hundreds of thousands of rays of light. The adornment of the spot at
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the time was so extraordinary that the whole assembly rejoiced and danced ecstatically. In
fact, it was so very strange and extraordinary that all began to wonder why all the countless
wonderful flowers should suddenly be destroyed. As they withered and darkened, the smell
they gave off was foul and loathsome.

But at that point the World-honored One realized why the bodhisattvas were perplexed, so he
addressed Vajramati (“Adamantine Wisdom”), saying, “O good son. If there is anything in
the Buddha’s teaching that perplexes you, feel free to ask about it.” Bodhisattva Vajramati
knew that everyone in the whole assembly was perplexed, and so addressed the Buddha,
saying, “O World-honored One, why are there conjured Buddha images in all of the
innumerable flowers? And for what reason did they ascend into the heavens and cover the
world? And why did the Buddha images each issue forth countless hundreds of thousands of
rays of light?” Everyone in the assembly looked on and then joined his hands together in
respect. At that point, Bodhisattva Vajramati spoke in verses, saying:

"Never ever have I witnessed

A miraculous display like today's.

To see hundreds of thousands and millions of buddhas
Seated in the calyxes of lotus flowers,

Each emitting countless streams of light,
Filling all the fields,

Scattering the dirt of false teachers,
Adorning all the worlds!

The lotuses suddenly wilted;

There was not one which was not disgusting.
Now tell us,

Why did you display this conjured vision?
We see buddhas more numerous than

The sands of the Ganges,

At that time the World-honored One spoke to Vajramati and the other bodhisttvas, saying,
"Good sons, there is a great vaipulya-sutra called the "Tathagatagarbha'. It was because I
wanted to expound it to you that I showed you these signs. You should all listen attentively
and ponder it well." All said, "Excellent. We very much wish to hear it."

The Buddha said, "Good sons, there is a comparison that can be drawn between the countless
flowers conjured up by the Buddha that suddenly withered and the innumerable conjured
buddha images with their many adornments, seated in the lotus position within the flowers,
who cast forth light so exceedingly rare that there was no one in the assembly who did not
show reverence. In a similar fashion, good sons, when I regard all beings with my buddha
eye, | see that hidden within the klesas [negative mental traits] of greed, desire, anger, and
stupidity there is seated augustly and unmovingly the tathagata's wisdom, the tathagata's
vision, and the tathagata's body. Good sons, all beings, though they find themselves with all
sorts of klesas, have a tathagatagarbha that is eternally unsullied, and that is replete with
virtues no different from my own.
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Moreover, good sons, it is just like a person with supernatural vision who can see the bodies
of tathagatas seated in the lotus position inside the flowers, even though the petals are not yet
unfurled; whereas after the wilted petals have been removed, those tathagatas are manifested
for all to see. In similar fashion, the Buddha can really see the tathagatagarbhas of sentient
beings. And because he wants to disclose the tathagatagarbha to them, he expounds the sutras
and the Dharma, in order to destroy klesas and reveal the buddha nature. Good sons, such is
the Dharma of all the buddhas. Whether or not buddhas appear in the world, the
tathagatagarbhas of all beings are eternal and unchanging. It is just that they are covered by
sentient beings' klesas. When the Tathagata appears in the world, he expounds the Dharma
far and wide to remove their ignorance and tribulation and to purify their universal wisdom.
Good sons, if there is a bodhisattva who has faith in this teaching and who practices it single-
mindedly, he will attain liberation and true, universal enlightenment, and for the sake of the
world he will perform buddha deeds far and wide."

At that point, the World-honored One expressed himself in verses, saying:

“It is like the wilted flowers;

Before their petals have opened,

One with supernatural vision can see
The unstained body of the Tathagata.
After the wilted flowers are removed,
One sees, without obstacle, the Teacher,
Who, in order to sever klesas,
Triumphantly appears in the world.

The Buddha sees that all kinds of beings
Universally possess the tathagatagarbha.
It is covered by countless klesas,

Just like a tangle of smelly, wilted petals.
So I, on behalf of all beings,

Everywhere expound the true Dharma,
In order to help them remove their klesas
And quickly reach the Buddha way.

I see with my Buddha eye

That in the bodies of all beings

There lies concealed the buddhagarbha,
So I expound the Dharma in order to reveal it.

“Or good sons, it is like pure honey in a cave or a tree, surrounded and protected by a
countless swarm of bees. It may happen that a person comes along who knows some clever
techniques. He first gets rid of the bees and takes the honey, and then does as he will with it,
eating it or giving it away far and wide. Similarly, good sons, all sentient beings have the
tathagatagarbha. It is like pure honey in a cave or tree, but it is covered by klesas, which, like
a swarm of bees, keep one from getting to it. With my Buddha eye I see it clearly, and with
appropriate skilful techniques I expound the Dharma, in order to destroy klesas and reveal
the Buddha vision. And everywhere I perform Buddha deeds for the benefit of the world.”
Thereupon the World-honored One expressed himself in verses, saying:
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“It 1s just like what happens when the honey in a cave or tree,
Though surrounded by countless bees,

Is taken by someone who knows a clever technique
To first get rid of the swarm.

The tathagatagarbha of sentient beings

Is like the honey in a cave or tree.

The entanglement of ignorance and tribulation

Is like the swarm of bees

That keep one from getting to it.

For the sake of all beings,

I expound the true Dharma with skilful means,
Removing the bees of klesas,

Revealing the tathagatagarbha.

Endowed with eloquence that knows no obstacle,

I preach the Dharma of sweet dew,
Compassionately relieving sentient beings,
Everywhere helping them to true enlightenment.

“Or, good sons, it is like a kernel of wheat that has not yet had its husk removed. Someone
who is impoverished might foolishly disdain it, and consider it to be something that should
be discarded. But when it is cleaned, the kernel can always be used. In like fashion, good
sons, when I observe sentient beings with my Buddha eye, I see that the husk of klesas
covers their limitless Tathagata vision. So with appropriate skilful means I expound the
Dharma, to enable them to remove those klesas, purify their universal wisdom, and to attain
in all worlds the highest true enlightenment.” Thereupon, the World-honored One expressed
this in verses, saying:

“It is just like what happens when all the kernels,
The husks of which have not yet been washed away,
Are disdained by someone who is impoverished,
And said to be something to be discarded.

But although the outside seems like something useless,
The inside is genuine and not to be destroyed.

After the husks are removed,

It becomes food fit for a king.

I see that all kinds of beings

Have a buddhagarbha hidden by klesas.

I preach the removal of those things

To enable them to attain universal wisdom.

Just as I have a Tathagata nature,

So do all beings.

When they develop it and purify it,

They quickly attain the highest path.

“Or, good sons, it is like the genuine gold that has fallen into a pit of waste and been
submerged and not seen for years. The pure gold does not decay, yet no one knows that it is
there. But suppose there came along someone with supernatural vision, who told people,
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‘Within the impure waste there is a genuine gold trinket. You should get it out and do with it
as you please.” Similarly, good sons, the impure waste is your innumerable klesas. The
genuine gold trinket is your tathagatagarbha. For this reason, the Tathagata widely expounds
the Dharma to enable all beings to destroy their klesas, attain true enlightenment, and
perform Buddha deeds.”

At that time the World-honored One expressed himself in verses, saying:

“It is just like what happens when gold is submerged
In impure waste, where no one can see it.

But someone with supernatural vision sees it

And tells people about it, saying

‘If you get it out and wash it clean,

You may do with it as you will,’

Which causes their relatives and family all to rejoice.
The Well-departed One’s vision is like this.

He sees that for all kinds of beings,

The Tathagata nature is not destroyed,

Though it is submerged in the muddy silt of klesas.
So he appropriately expounds the Dharma

And enables them to manage all things,

So that the klesas covering the Buddha nature

Are quickly removed and beings are purified.”

"Or, good sons, it is like a store of treasure hidden beneath an impoverished household. The
treasure cannot speak and say that it is there, since it isn't conscious of itself and doesn't have
a voice. So no one can discover this treasure store. It is just the same with sentient beings.
But there is nothing that the power of the Tathagata's vision is afraid of. The treasure store of
the great Dharma is within sentient beings' bodies. It does not hear and it is not aware of the
addictions and delusions of the five desires. The wheel of samsara turns and beings are
subjected to countless sufferings. Therefore buddhas appear in the world and reveal to them
the Dharma store of the tathagata in their bodies. And they believe in it and accept it and
purify their universal wisdom. Everywhere on behalf of beings he reveals the
tathagatagarbha. He employs an eloquence which knows no obstacle on behalf of the
Buddhist faithful. In this way, good sons, with my buddha eye I see that all beings possess
the tathagatagarbha. And so on behalf of bodhisattvas I expound this Dharma." At that point,
the Tathagta expressed himself in verses, saying:

"It is like a store of treasure

Inside the house of an impoverished man.

The owner is not aware of it,

Nor can the treasure speak.

For a very long time it is buried in darkness,
As there is no one who can tell of its presence.
When you have treasure but do not know of it,
This causes poverty and suffering.

When the buddha eye observes sentient beings,
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It sees that, although they transmigrate

Through the five realms of reincarnation,

There is a great treasure in their bodies

That is eternal and unchanging.

When he sees this, the Buddha

Teaches on behalf of all beings,

Enabling them to attain the treasure-store of wisdom,
And the great wealth of widely caring for one another.
If you believe what I have taught you

About all having a treasure store,

And practice it faithfully and ardently,

Employing skillful means,

You will quickly attain the highest path.

“Or, good sons, it is like the pit inside a mango [“amra”] fruit which does not decay. When
you plant it in the ground, it grows into the largest and most regal of trees. In the same
manner, good sons, when I look at sentient beings with my Buddha vision, I see that the
tathagatagarbha is surrounded by a husk of ignorance, just as the seeds of a fruit are only
found at its core. Good sons, that tathagatagarbha is cold and unripe. It is the profound
quiescence of nirvana that is brought about by great wisdom. It is called the truly enlightened
one, the Tathagata, the arhat, and so on. Good sons, after the Tathagata has observed sentient
beings, he reveals this message in order to purify the wisdom of bodhisattvas and great
beings.”

At that point, the World-honored One expressed himself in verses, saying:

“It is just like the pit of a mango fruit

Which does not decay.

Plant it in the earth

And inevitably a great tree grows.

The Tathagata’s faultless vision

Sees that the tathagatagarbha

Within the bodies of sentient beings

Is just like the seed within a flower or fruit.
Though ignorance covers the buddhagarbha,
You ought to have faith and realize

That you are possessed of samadhi wisdom,
None of which can be destroyed.

For this reason I expound the Dharma

And reveal the tathagatagarbha,

That you may quickly attain the highest path,
Just as a fruit grows into the most regal of trees.

“Or, good sons, it is like a man with a statue of pure gold, who was to travel through the
narrow roads of another country and feared that he might be victimized and robbed. So he
wrapped the statue in worn-out rags so that no one would know that he had it. On the way the
man suddenly died, and the golden statue was discarded in an open field. Travelers trampled
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it and it became totally filthy. But a person with supernatural vision saw that within the
worn-out rags there was a pure gold statue, so he unwrapped it and all paid homage to it.
Similarly, good sons, I see the different sentient beings with their many klesas,
transmigrating through the long night of endless samsara, and I perceive that within their
bodies is the wondrous garbha of the Tathagata. They are august and pure and no different
from myself. For this reason the Buddha expounds the Dharma for sentient beings, that they
might sever those klesas and purify their Tathagata wisdom. I turn the wheel of the Dharma
again and again in order to convert all worlds.”

At that point, the World-honored One expressed himself in verses, saying:

“It is like a traveller to another country
Carrying a golden statue,

Who wraps it in dirty, worn-out rags
And discards it in an unused field.

One with supernatural vision sees it
And tells other people about it.

They remove the dirty rags and reveal the statue
And all rejoice greatly.

My supernatural vision is like this.

I see that beings of all sorts

Are entangled in klesas and evil actions
And are plagued with all the sufferings of samsara.
Yet I also see that within

The dust of ignorance of all beings,
The Tathagata nature sits motionless,
Great and indestructible.

After I have seen this,

I explain to bodhisattvas that

Klesas and evil actions

Cover the most victorious body.

You should endeavor to sever them,
And manifest the Tathagata wisdom.

It is the refuge of all —

Gods, men, nagas, and spirits.

“Or, good sons, it is like a woman who is impoverished, vile, ugly, and hated by others, who
bears a noble son in her womb. He will become a sage king, a ruler of all the four directions.
But she does not know his future history, and constantly thinks of him as a base-born,
impoverished child. In like fashion, good sons, the Tathagata sees that all sentient beings are
carried around by the wheel of samsara, receiving suffering and poison, but their bodies
possess the tathagata’s treasure store. Just like that woman, they do not realize this. This is
why the Tathagata everywhere expounds the Dharma, saying, ‘Good sons, do not consider
yourselves inferior or base. You all personally possess the Buddha nature.’ If you exert
yourselves and destroy your past evils, then you will receive the title of bodhisattvas or
world-honored ones, and convert and save countless sentient beings.
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At that point, the World-honored One expressed himself in verses, saying:

“It 1s like an impoverished woman

Whose appearance is common and vile,

But who bears a son of noble degree

Who will become a universal monarch.
Replete with seven treasures and all virtues,
He will possess as king the four quarters of the earth.
But she is incapable of knowing this

And conceives only thoughts of inferiority.

I see that all beings

Are like infants in distress.

Within their bodies is the tathagatagarbha,

But they do not realize it.

So I tell bodhisattvas,

‘Be careful not to consider yourselves inferior.
Your bodies are tathagatagarbhas;

They always contain

The light of the world’s salvation.’

If you exert yourselves

And do not spend a lot of time

Sitting in the meditation hall,

You will attain the path of very highest realization
And save limitless beings.”

"Or, good sons, it is like a master foundryman casting a statue of pure gold. After casting is
complete, it is inverted and placed on the ground. Although the outside is scorched and
blackened, the inside is unchanged. When it is opened and the statue taken out, the golden
color is radiant and dazzling. Similarly, good sons, when the Tathagata observes all sentient
beings, he sees that the buddhagarbha is inside their bodies replete with all its many virtues.
After seeing this, he reveals far and wide that all beings will obtain relief. He removes klesas
with his adamantine wisdom, and reveals the Buddha body like a person uncovering a golden
statue.”

At that point, the World-honored One expressed himself in verses, saying:

“It is like a great foundry

With countless golden statues.

Foolish people look at the outside

And see only the darkened earthen molds.
The master foundryman estimates that they have cooled,
And opens them to extract their contents.
All impurity is removed

And the features clearly revealed.

With my Buddha vision

I see that all sentient beings are like this.
Within the mud shell of passions,
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All have the Tathagata-nature.

By means of adamantine wisdom,
We break the mold of the klesas

And reveal the tathagatagarbha,

Like pure, shining gold.

Just as I have seen this

And so instructed all the bodhisattvas,
So should you accept it,

And convert in turn all other beings.”

At that point, the World-honored One spoke to Vajramati and the other bodhisattvas and
great beings, saying, “Whether you are monks or laypersons, goods sons and daughters, you
should accept, recite, copy, revere, and widely expound this “Tathagatagarbha Sutra” for the
benefit of others. The virtues that you will derive from it are inestimable. Vajramati, if there
were a bodhisattva who, for the sake of the Buddha path, worked diligently and assiduously,
or who cultivated spiritual powers, or who entered all of the samadhis, or who desired to
plant the roots of virtue, or who worshiped the Buddhas of the present, more numerous than
the sands of the Ganges River, or who erected more seven-jeweled stupas than there are
sands in the Ganges River, of a height of ten yojanas [one yojana equals about nine miles]
and a depth and breadth of one yojana, or who set up in those stupas seven-jeweled couches
covered with divine paintings, or who daily erected for each Buddha more seven-jeweled
stupas than there are sands in the Ganges River, and who presented them to each Tathagata
and bodhisattva and sravaka in the assembly, or who did this sort of thing everywhere for all
the present-day Buddhas, whose number is greater than the sands of the Ganges River, or
who erected fifty times more jewelled stupas than there are sands in the Ganges River and
who presented them to each Tathagata and bodhisattva and sravaka in the assembly, or who
did this sort of thing everywhere for all the present-day Buddhas, whose number is greater
than the sands of the Ganges River, or who erected fifty times more jewelled stupas than
there are sands in the Ganges River and who presented them as an offering to fifty times
more Buddhas and bodhisattvas and sravakas in the assembly than there are sands in the
Ganges River, and who did this for countless hundreds and thousands and tens of thousands
of eons, O Vajramati, that bodhisattva would still not be the equal of the person who finds
joy and enlightenment in the ‘Tathagatagarbha Sutra’, who accepts it, recites it, copies it, or
even reveres but a single one of its metaphors. O Vajramati, even though the number of good
roots and virtues planted by those good sons on behalf of the Buddhas is incalculable, it does
not come to a hundredth or a thousandth or any possible calculable fraction of the number of

% 9

virtues attained by the good sons and daughters who revere the ‘Tathagatagarbha Sutra’.
At that point, the World-honored One expressed himself in verses, saying:

“If there is a person seeking enlightenment

Who listens to and accepts this sutra,

And who copies and reveres

Even a single verse,

The subtle and profound garbha of the Tathagata
Will instantly come forth, accompanied with joy.
If you give yourself to this true teaching
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Your virtues will be incalculable.

If there is a person seeking enlightenment
Who has attained great spiritual powers,
And who desires to make an offering

To the Buddhas of the ten directions

And to the bodhisattvas and sravakas of the assembly,
The number of which is greater

Than the sands of the Ganges,

A hundred million times incalculable;

If for each of the Buddhas

He constructed a marvellous jewelled stupa
Ten yojanas in height

And a breadth of forty li [one li equals about one-third of a mile],
Within which he would bestow a seven-jeweled seat,
With all the marvels

Appropriate for the august Teacher,

Covered with divine pictures and cushions,
Each one with its own unique designs;

If he offered to the Buddhas and the Sangha
An incalculable number of these,

More than the sands of the Ganges River,
And if he offered them

Without ceasing day or night

For hundreds and thousands

And tens of thousands of eons,

The virtues he would obtain in this manner
Could not be compared with

The far greater virtues of

The wise person who listens to this sutra,
Who accepts even a single metaphor from it
And who explains it for the benefit of others.
Beings who take refuge in it

Will quickly attain the highest path.
Bodhisattvas who devote their thought

To the profound tathagatagarbha,

Know that all beings possess it

And quickly attain the highest path.”

At that time the World-honored One again addressed Bodhisattva Vajramati, saying, "An
incalculable time far back in the distant past, longer ago than many inconceivable countless
eons, there was a buddha who was called the Eternally Light-Bestowing King, the Tathagata,
the Arhat, the Truly Enlightened One, the One Possessed of Shining Actions, the One Who
has Well Transcended the World, the Master Who Has Grasped the Highest, the Hero of
Harmony, the Teacher of Men and Gods, the Buddha, the World-honored One. O Vajramati,
why was he called the Eternally Light-Bestowing King? When that Buddha was originally
practicing the bodhisattva path and descended as a spirit into his mother’s womb, he always
gave off light which penetrated and illuminated in an instant even the tiniest atoms of all the
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thousands of Buddha worlds in the ten directions. Any being who saw this light was filled
with joy. His klesas were destroyed; he became endowed with the power of form; his
wisdom was perfected; and he attained an eloquence which knew no obstacle. If a denizen of
hell, a hungry ghost, an animal, King Yama, Lord of the Dead, or an asura saw this light, all
of his rebirths in evil realms were cut off and he was born as a god. If any god saw this light,
he attained irreversibility in the highest path and was endowed with the five supernatural
powers. If anyone who had attained irreversibility saw this light, he attained unborn dharma-
patience and the fifty dharanis [incantations] of virtue. Vajramati, all the lands illuminated by
that light became stately and pure, like translucent porcelain, with golden cords marking out
the eightfold path, luxuriant with the fragrance of various kinds of jewelled trees, flowers,
and fruits. Light breezes blew gently through them, producing soft, subtle sounds that
expounded freely and unrestrainedly the three jewels, the bodhisattva virtues, the power of
good roots, the study of the path, meditation, and liberation. Beings who heard it all attained
joy in the Dharma. Their faith was made firm and they were forever freed from the realms of
evil rebirth. Vajramati, because all the beings of the ten directions were instantly enveloped
in light, at six o’clock every morning and evening they joined their palms together and
offered worship. Vajramati, until the time he attained buddhahood and nirvana without a
remainder, the place where that bodhisattva issued forth from the womb always shone with
light. And after his final nirvana the stupa in which his ashes were kept also gleamed with
light.

Consequently, the inhabitants of the heavenly realms called him the Eternally Light-
bestowing King. Vajramati, when the Eternally Light-bestowing King, the Tathagata, the
Arhat, the Universally Enlightened One, first attained buddhahood, among his Dharma-
disciples there was a bodhisattva named Boundless Light, as well as a group of two billion
other bodhisattvas. The great being Bodhisattva Boundless Light turned toward the spot
where the Buddha was and asked about the ‘Tathagatagarbha Sutra’, and the Buddha
expounded it. He was in his seat for fifty long eons. And because he protected the thoughts
of all the bodhisattvas, his voice reached everywhere in the ten Buddha worlds, even down to
the smallest atoms, and it spread to hundreds of thousands of Buddha lands. Because of the
numberless different backgrounds of the bodhisattvas, he presented hundreds of thousands of
metaphors. He called it the ‘Mahayana Tathagatagarbha Sutra’. All the bodhisattvas who
heard him preach this sutra accepted it, recited it, and practiced it just as it had been
explained. All but four of the bodhisattvas attained buddhahood. Vajramati, you must not
regard them as exceptional. How could Bodhisattva Boundless Light be different from you?
You are identical with him. The four bodhisattvas who had not yet attained buddhahood were
Manjusri, Avalokitesvara, Mahasthamaprapta, and you, Vajramati. Vajramati, the
‘Tathagatagarbha Sutra’ has an abundant capacity. Anyone who hears it can attain the
Buddha path.”

Then the Buddha again expressed himself in verse, saying:

“Countless eons ago

A Buddha named King of Light

Always shone forth great light

And illumined innumerable lands everywhere.
Bodhisattva Boundless Light
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First attained the way under that Buddha,

And requested this sutra.

The Buddha accordingly preached it.

All those who encountered it were victorious,
And all those who heard it

Attained buddhahood,

Except for four bodhisattvas.

Manjusri, Avalokitesvara,

Mahasthamaprapta, and Vajramati —

These four bodhisattvas

All formerly heard this Dharma.

Of them, Vajramati

Was the most gifted disciple.

At the time he was called Boundless Light
And had already heard this sutra.

When I originally sought the way

At the lion standard marking the Buddha place,
I too once received this sutra

And practiced it as I had heard it.

Because of these good roots,

I quickly attained the Buddha path.

Therefore all bodhisattvas

Ought to uphold and preach this sutra.

After you have heard it

And practiced just as it has been explained,
You will become Buddhas just like I am now.
If a person upholds this sutra,

He will comport himself like the World-honored One.
If a person obtains this sutra,

He will be called ‘Lord of the Buddhadharma’,
And then, on behalf of the world, he will protect
What all the Buddhas proclaim.

If anyone upholds this sutra,

He will be called ‘The Dharma King’,

And in the eyes of the world

He will deserve to be praised

Like the World-honored One.”

Then, when the World-honored One had finished expounding this sutra, Vajramati, together

with the four groups of bodhisattvas, the gods, the gandharvas, the asuras, and the rest,
rejoiced at what they had heard the Buddha explain, and they practiced it as they had been

told.

The End of the "Tathagatagarbha Sutra"

The Tathagatagarbha Sutra

235

Page 12



The Mahayana Mahaparinirvana Sutra

Translated into English by Kosho Yamamoto, 1973
from Dharmakshema’s Chinese version.
(Taisho Tripitaka Vol. 12, No. 374)

Edited, revised and copyright by Dr. Tony Page, 2007.

236



Chapter Five: On the Adamantine Body 43

Chapter Five: On the Adamantine Body

Then the World-Honoured One said to Kasyapa: "O good man! The body of the Tathagata
is one that is eternal, one that is indestructible, and one that is adamantine, one that is not
sustained by various kinds of food. It is the Dharma-Body." Kasyapa said to the Buddha: "O
World-Honoured One! We do not see such a body as you speak of. What we see is one which
is non-eternal, destructible, of dust, one sustained by various kinds of food. How? In that you,
the Tathagata, are now about to enter Nirvana." The Buddha said to Kasyapa: "Do not say
that the body of the Tathagata is not strong, can easily be broken, and is the same as that of
common mortals. O good man! Know that the body of the Tathagata is as indestructible as
that which stands for countless billions of kalpas. It is neither the body of man or heaven, not
one that fears, not one sustained by various kinds of food. The body of the Tathagata is one
that is not a body and yet is a body. It is one not born and one that does not die. It is one
that does not learn or practise. It is one innumerable and boundless and one that does not leave
any tracks behind. It knows not and has no form to represent it. It is one ultimately pure. It
does not shake. It does not receive, nor does it do [act]. It does not abide, does not make. It is
tasteless and unmixed. It is an "is" and yet is not something created. It is neither action nor
fruition [i.e. it is beyond Karma]. It is not one made, not one that dies. It is no mind; it is
one not countable [whose dimensions can be reckoned]; It is the All-Wonderful, the one Eternal,
and the one not presumable. It is not consciousness and is apart from mind. And yet it does
not depart from mind. It is a mind that is all-equal. It is not an "is"; yet it is what is "is".
There is no going and no coming [with it]; and yet it goes and comes. It does not break up. It
is one indestructible. It does not snap and does not cease. It does not come out, nor does it die
out. It is no master and yet a master. It is not one that exists; nor does it not exist. It awakes
not, nor does it see. It is no letter, and is not no letter. It is no dhyana [meditation] and is not
no dhyana. It cannot be seen and can be well seen. It is no place and yet is a place. It is no
abode and yet is an abode. It is not dark and not bright. There is no quietness and yet there is
quietness [in it]. It is non-possession, non-receiving, and non-giving. It is pure and untainted.
It is no quarrelling and is never fighting. It is what is living and is not what is living. It is no
taking and no falling. It is no thing and is not no thing. It is no field of weal and is not no
field of weal. It is non-ending and does not end. It is separating and is a total ending. It is
Void and is apart from Void. Though not eternal, it is not the case that it dies out moment
after moment. There is no defilement and muddling [contamination]|. There is no letter and it
is apart from letters. It is no voice and no talking. It is no practising and learning. It is no
praising and no weighing. It is not one and is not different. It has no form or characteristics.
All is grand adornment. It is not brave and is not afraid. It is no quietness and is not quiet. It
is heatless and is not hot. It cannot be seen; there is no form to represent it. The Tathagata
succours all beings. While not emancipating, he yet indeed emancipates beings. There being no
emancipation, there is the awakening of beings. There being no enlightening, he truly delivers
sermons. There being not two, he is immeasurable and is incomparably equal. Being as flat as
space, there is no form to represent [him]. Being equal to the nature of beings, he is not the
"not-is", nor is he the "is". He always practises the One Vehicle. He sees the three of beings
and does not retrogress, does not change, and cuts off all the roots of illusion. He does not fight
or touch. He is non-nature and yet abides in nature. He does not merge and does not disperse.
He is not long and not short. He is not round and not square. He is no skandha, sphere or
realm, and yet he is the skandha, sphere, and realm. He is non-increasing and is not a lessening.
He is no victor, and yet is one not vanquished. The body of the Tathagata is perfect in such
innumerable virtues. There is none that he knows, none not known. There is none that is seen
and none that is not seen. It is not that there is any creating and not that there is no creating.
It is non-world and is not non-world. He does not do and is not non-doing. He is none to depend
upon and is not none to depend upon. He is not the four great elements, nor is he not the four
great elements. He is no cause and is not no cause. He is no being and is not no being. He is
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no sramana, no Brahmin. He is the Lion, the Great Lion. He is nobody and not nobody. We
cannot express. Other than the oneness of Dharma, no counting is possible. At the time of the
Parinirvana, he does not enter parinirvana. The Dharma-Body of the Tathagata is perfect in
all such innumerable, wonderful virtues. O Kasyapa! Only the Tathagata knows all such phases
[aspects, modalities| of existence. All [this| is beyond what sravakas and pratyekabuddhas can
know. O Kasyapa! The body of the Tathagata is composed of all such virtues. It is not a
body maintained or nourished by various foodstuffs. O Kasyapa! The virtue of the true body
of the Tathagata is such. How could it suffer from illnesses, the pain of illness, and insecurity?
How could it be as brittle as an unfired piece of earthenware? O Kasyapa! The reason why the
Tathagata manifests illness and pain all comes from his desire to subdue beings. O good man!
Know now that the Tathagata’s body is one that is adamantine. From now on, think exclusively
of this signification. Never think of a body sustained by food. Also, tell all beings that the body
of the Tathagata is the Dharma-Body."

Bodhisattva Kasyapa said to the Buddha: "O World-Honoured One! The Tathagata
is perfect in all such virtues. How could it be that such a body could suffer from illness and
pain, impermanence, and destruction? Henceforth I shall regard the Tathagata’s body as of the
eternal Dharma-Body and the body of peace. Also, I shall speak of it to all others as such.
Yes, indeed, the Tathagata’s Dharma-Body is adamantine and indestructible. And yet, I do not
know how it could come to be thus." The Buddha said to Kasyapa: "By correctly upholding
Wonderful Dharma, one obtains this adamantine body. O Kasyapa! As I have in the past well
guarded Dharma, I am now blessed with perfecting this adamantine body, which is eternal and
indestructible. O good man! One who upholds Wonderful Dharma does not receive the five
precepts and practise deportment, but protects with the sword, bow, arrow, and halberd those
bhiksus who uphold the precepts and who are pure." Bodhisattva Kasyapa said to the Buddha:
"O World-Honoured One! If a bhiksu is unprotected, living alone in the open, in a graveyard, or
under a tree, I say that such a one is a true bhiksu. Any bhiksu whose eyes turn to protection
is, we may know, a bogus priest." The Buddha said to Kasyapa: "Do not say "bogus". There
may be a bhiksu who goes where he will, satisfies his personal needs, recites sutras, sits, and
meditates. Should anyone come and ask about the Way, he will bestow sermons. He will speak
about giving, observing the precepts, virtuous acts, and say that one should desire little and be
satisfied. But he is not able to raise the lion’s roar of the doctrine, is not surrounded by lions,
and is not able to subdue those who do evil. Such a bhiksu cannot realise his own profit, nor
is he able to assist others. Know that this person is indolent and lazy. Though he may well
uphold the precepts and stick to pure actions, such a person, you should know, can do nothing.
Or there may be a bhiksu whose utensils may be full. And he upholds the prohibitive precepts,
and always utters the lion’s roar, and delivers wonderful sermons on such as the sutras, geya,
vyakarana, gatha, udana, itivrttaka, jatakas, vaipulya, and adbutadharma. He thus expounds
these nine types of Buddhist sutras. He bestows benefit and peace upon others. Thus he says:
"Prohibitions are given in the Nirvana Sutra to bhiksus which say that they should not keep
menials, cows, sheep, or anything contrary to the prohibitions. Should bhiksus keep such defiled
things, they must be taught not to. The Tathagata has stated in the sutras of various schools
that any bhiksu who keeps such things must be corrected, just as kings correct bad acts, and
must be driven back into secular life." When a bhiksu raises such a lion’s roar, anyone who
breaks the precepts, on hearing this, will get all angry and harm this priest. If this person dies
as a result of this, he is to be called one who upholds the precepts and who benefits both his own
self and others. For this reason, kings, ministers, prime ministers and upasakas protect those
who deliver sermons. Any person who protects Wonderful Dharma should learn things thus.
O Kasyapa! Any person who thus breaks the precepts and who does not protect Wonderful
Dharma is to be called a bogus priest. One who is strict in observance of the rules does not
gain such a name. O good man! In the past - innumerable, boundless, asamkhyas of kalpas past
- there appeared in this town of Kusinagara a Buddha who was the Alms-deserving, the All-
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Enlightened One, the All-accomplished One, the Well-gone, the All-knower, the Unsurpassed
One, the Best Trainer, the Teacher of Heaven and Earth, the Buddha-World-Honoured One,
and whose name was "Tathagata of Joy-and-Benefit-Augmentation." At that time, the world
was wide and gloriously pure, rich and peaceful. The people were at the height of prosperity
and no hunger was felt. He [They| looked like the Bodhisattvas of the Land of Peace and
Happiness. That Buddha-World-Honoured One stayed in the world for an innumerable length
of time. Having taught the people, he entered Parinirvana between the twin sal trees. The
Buddha having entered Nirvana, the teaching remained in the world for countless billions of
years and in the last part of the remaining 40 years the Buddhist teaching had still not died.
At that time, there was a bhiksu called "Enlightened-Virtuous", who upheld the precepts well
and was surrounded by many of his relatives. He raised the lion’s roar and preached all the
nine types of sutras. He taught, saying: "Do not keep menials, men or women, cows, sheep or
whatever might go against the precepts." At that time there were many bhiksus who were acting
contrary to the precepts. On hearing this, they entertained ill-will and came upon this bhiksu,
brandishing swords and staffs. At that time, there was a king called "Virtuous". He heard of
this. To protect Dharma, he came to where the bhiksu was delivering his sermons and fought
against the evil doers so that the bhiksu did not suffer. The king, however, received wounds all
over his body. Then the bhiksu, Enlightened-Virtuous, praised the king, saying: "Well done,
well done, O King! You are a person who protects Wonderful Dharma. In days to come, you
will become the unsurpassed utensil of Dharma." The king listened to his sermon and rejoiced.
Then he died and was born in the land of Buddha Akshobhya and became his foremost disciple.
The subjects of this king, his relatives and soldiers were all glad and did not retrogress in their
Bodhichitta [resolve to gain Enlightenment]. When the day came to depart the world, they
were born in the land of Buddha Akshobhya. At the time when Wonderful Dharma is about to
die out, one should act and protect Dharma like this. O Kasyapa! The king at that time was
I; the bhiksu who delivered the sermon was Buddha Kasyapa. O Kasyapa! One who guards
Wonderful Dharma is recompensed with such incalculable fruition. That is why I today adorn
my body in various ways and have perfectly achieved the indestructible Dharma-Body."

Bodhisattva Kasyapa further said to the Buddha: "O World-Honoured One! The eternal
body of the Tathagata is one carved in stone, as it were." The Buddha said to Kasyapa: "O good
man! For that reason, bhiksus, bhiksunis, upasakas, upasikas should all the more make effort and
protect Wonderful Dharma. The reward for protecting Wonderful Dharma is extremely great and
innumerable. O good man! Because of this, those upasakas who protect Dharma should take the
sword and staff and protect such a bhiksu who guards Dharma. Even though a person upholds
the precepts, we cannot call that person one who upholds Mahayana. Even though a person has
not received [in formal ceremony]| the five precepts, if he protects Wonderful Dharma, such a one
can well be called one of Mahayana. A person who upholds the Wonderful Dharma should take
the sword and staff and guard bhiksus." Kasyapa said to the Buddha: "O World-Honoured One!
If all bhiksus are to be accompanied by such upasakas with the sword and staff, can we say that
they are worthy of the name, or are they unworthy of such? Or is this upholding the precepts or
not?" The Buddha said to Kasyapa: "Do not say that such persons are those who transgress the
precepts. O good man! After I have entered Nirvana, the world will be evil-ridden and the land
devastated, each pillaging the other, and the people will be driven by hunger. At such a time,
because of hunger, men may make up their minds, abandon home and enter the Sangha. Such
persons are bogus priests. Such, on seeing those persons who are strict in their observance of
the precepts, right in their deportment, and pure in their deeds, upholding Wonderful Dharma,
will drive such away or kill them or cause harm to them." Bodhisattva Kasyapa said again
to the Buddha: "O World-Honoured One! How can all such persons upholding the precepts
and guarding Wonderful Dharma get into villages and castle towns and teach?" "O good man!
That is why I allow those who uphold the precepts to be accompanied by the white-clad people
[lay people, non-monks] with the sword and staff. Although all kings, ministers, rich lay men
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[grhapati] and upasakas may possess the sword and staff for protecting Dharma, I call this
upholding the precepts. You may possess the sword and staff, “but do not take life”. If things
are thus, we call this first-hand upholding of the precepts." Kasyapa said: "Anyone who protects
Dharma abides in right view and widely expounds the Mahayana sutras. He does not carry the
bejewelled parasols of royal persons, oil pots, unpolished rice, or fruit and seeds. He does not
approach a king, minister, or the rich for profit. He does not flatter the danapatis [alms-givers]
and is perfect in deportment, and crushes down those who transgress against the precepts and
who do evil. Such a person is called a teacher who upholds and protects Dharma. He is a
true, good teacher of the Way [kalyana-mitra - a good friend|. His mind is as expansive as the
sea." "O Kasyapa! Should there be a bhiksu who speaks about Dharma for profit, the people
and his relatives will also follow his example and greedily seek profit. This person thus spoils
[does harm to] people. O Kasyapa! Of priests there are three kinds: 1) the precept-breaking,
mixed-up priest, 2)the ignorant priest, 3)the pure priest. The precept-breaking mixed-up priest
can easily be broken [spiritually injured], whereas the precept-observing priest cannot be broken
just by profit.

"How is one a precept-breaking mixed-up priest? A bhiksu may be upholding the pre-
cepts, but for profit he sits, stands up, goes and comes with precept-breaking people and is on
friendly terms with them and does things together with them. This is precept-breaking, hence,
"mixed-up".

"Why do we call a priest ignorant? A bhiksu may be living in a quiet place, but all his
sense-organs are not proper [controlled], his mind is dark and slow at working. He desires little
and begs alms. On the day of admonition and freedom [pravaranal, he does not teach pure
confession to all the people; seeing many people breaking the precepts, he does not teach them
pure confession. Yet he sits with others, talks about the precepts and seeks to be free. Such a
one is an ignorant priest.

"Who is the pure priest? There is a bhiksu, a priest whom 100 thousand-billion Maras
cannot break. Now, this Bodhisattva is pure in his nature and can train the two types of priest
referred to above and make them live among those who are pure. He is the unsurpassed great
teacher, who protects Dharma well, who well upholds the precepts. He knows well what is light
or grave in the keeping of the precepts and adjusts and benefits people. He does not know
anything that is not [characterised by] upholding the precepts; what he knows is what concerns
the precepts.

"What does he do to adjust beings? For example, in order to adjust people, the Bod-
hisattva always enters a village any time and visits the places where widows and prostitutes live.
He lives there for many years. This is what sravakas cannot do. This is what is called adjusting
and benefiting beings.

"How does he know what is grave? Now, if one sees that the Tathagata admonishes and
prohibits something, one should not do it thereafter. Things such as the four grave offences
[killing, stealing, committing sexual misconduct, telling lies| are what the priest must not do. If,
contrary to this, he purposely does [such things|, this indicates that such a person is no longer
a bhiksu, no son of the Shakya [Buddha]. This is what is "grave".

"What is "light"? A person commits light ill deeds and is thrice admonished. Then, he
stops doing such again. This is "light". We say "non-vinaya which is not proved". A person
praises and says that one may receive and take impure things, and says that one accords with
the word, and one does not stop doing [this].

"We say "right vinaya which is rightly responded [observed]." This is correctly learning
the vinaya [rules of monastic discipline], not drawing near to what is contrary to the vinaya,
and spiritually sharing pleasure. Thus one ensures that the vinaya is observed. Thus one well
understands what one ought to do as a Buddhist and one expounds it well. This is what the
vinaya refers to as well understanding the one letter [i.e. the Chinese written character for
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vinaya]. The same applies to upholding the sutras. O good man! The Buddha-Dharma is
incalculable and hard to fathom The same is also the case with the Tathagata. He is beyond
knowing." Bodhisattva Kasyapa said to the Buddha: "O World-Honoured One! It is so, it is so.
It is as you, the Holy One, say. Unbounded and incomprehensible is Buddha-Dharma. Thus,
too, is the Tathagata. All stands beyond comprehension; so too the Tathagata. Thus, I know
now that the Tathagata is eternal and indestructible and that there is no change with him. I
shall now study well and expound it widely to people."

Then the Buddha praised Bodhisattva Kasyapa and said: "Well said, well said! The body
of the Tathagata is adamantine and indestructible. You, Bodhisattva, now have the right view
and right understanding. If you see clearly thus, you will see the adamantine and indestructible
body of the Tathagata just as you see things reflected in a mirror."
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Chapter Twelve: On the Nature of the Tathagata

Kasyapa said to the Buddha: "O World-Honoured One! Is there Self in the 25 existences or
not?" The Buddha said: "O good man! "Self" means "Tathagatagarbha" [Buddha-Womb,
Buddha-Embryo, Buddha-Nature]. Every being has Buddha-Nature. This is the Self. Such Self
has, from the very beginning, been under cover of innumerable defilements. That is why man
cannot see it. O good man! [Imagine that] there is a poor woman here. She has true gold
concealed in her house. But none of the people of her house, whether big or small, know of it.
But there is a stranger, who, through expediency, says to the poor woman: "I shall employ you.
You must now go and weed the land!" The woman answers: "I cannot do this now. If you let
my son see where the gold is hidden, I will soon work for you." The man says: "I know the way.
I shall point it out to your son." The woman further says: "Nobody of my house, whether big or
small, knows [of this|. How can you?" The man says: "I shall now make it clear." The woman
says further: "I desire to see. Pray let me." The man digs out the gold that had lain hidden. The
woman sees it, is gladdened, and begins to respect that person. O good man! The case is the
same with the Buddha-Nature which man has. Nobody can see it. This is analogous to the gold
which the poor woman possessed and yet could not see. O good man! I now let persons see the
Buddha-Nature that they possess, which is overspread by defilements. This is analogous to the
poor woman who cannot see the gold, even though she possesses it. The Tathagata now reveals
to all beings the storehouse of Enlightenment, which is the Buddha-Nature, as it is called. If all
beings see this, they are gladdened and will take refuge in the Tathagata. The good expedient
is the Tathagata, and the poor woman is all the innumerable beings, and the cask of true gold
is the Buddha-Nature.

"Also, next, O good man! As an example: a woman has a child who, while yet very
young, is seized by illness. Worried by this, the woman seeks out a good doctor. The good
doctor comes and compounds three medicines, which are butter, milk, and rock candy. This
he gives her, to have it taken by the child. Then he says to the woman: "When the child has
taken the medicine, do not give any milk to the child for some time. When the medicine has
worked its way out, you may then give milk." Then the woman applies a bitter substance to her
nipple and says to the child: "Do not touch it [i.e. her nipple]. My nipple is poisonous." The
child is dying for the milk and wants to have it. [But] on hearing of the poison, it runs away.
After the medicine has done its work, the mother washes her nipple, calls in her child and gives
it [her nipple]. Although hungry, the child, having heard about the poison, will not come to it.
The mother then says: "I only put poison on my nipple so as to give you the medicine. As you
have already taken the medicine, I have washed the poison off. Come! Take my nipple. It is
not bitter any more." On hearing this, the child slowly comes back and takes it. O good man!
The case is the same with the Tathagata. In order to save beings, he gives them the teaching of
non-Self. Having practised the Way thus, beings do away with the [cast of] mind that clings to
self and gain Nirvana. All of this is to do away with people’s wrong concepts, to show them the
Way and cause them to stand above, to show them that they adhere to self, that what obtains
in the world is all false and not true, and to make them practise non-Self and purify themselves.
This is similar to the woman’s applying a bitter substance to her nipple out of love for her child.
It is the same with the Tathagata. For practising the Void, I say that all do not have the Self.
This is like the woman’s cleaning her nipple and calling for her child to partake of her milk. The
case is the same with me, too: I speak of the Tathagatagarbha. For this reason, the bhiksus
do not entertain fear. It is analogous to the child who hears its mother, slowly comes back and
takes the milk. The situation is the same with the bhiksus. They should know well that the
Tathagata hides nothing."

Bodhisattva Kasyapa said to the Buddha: "O World-Honoured One! Really, there cannot
be any case in which there is Self. Why not? When a child is born, it knows nothing. If there is a
Self, the child would have to have knowledge when it is born into the world. Hence we can know
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that there is no Self. If a Self definitely existed, there could not be any loss of knowing. If it
were true that all beings eternally possessed Buddha-Nature, there could be no breaking away.
If there is no destruction, how can there be the differences of Kshatriya, Brahmin, Vaishya,
Sudra, candala, and animals? Now, the effects of karma are various, and differences exist in life.
If there definitely is a Self, there cannot be any victory or defeat with beings. From this, we can
definitely know that the Buddha-Nature is eternal Dharma. If the Buddha-Nature is definitely
eternal, why do we say speak of such things as killing, stealing, lust, forked tongue, ill-speaking,
lying, flattering, greed, hatred, and wrong views? If there really is eternally the nature of Self,
why is it that a person becomes intoxicated or mad? If the nature of Self is eternal, the blind
should be able to see, the deaf hear, the dumb talk, and the lame walk. If the Self is eternal, fire,
great floods of water, poison, swords, evil persons and animals cannot [need not] be avoided. If
the Self is eternal, what has basically changed cannot be forgotten or lost. If forgotten, how can
a person say: "I have seen this person somewhere [before]"? If the Self is eternal, there cannot
be old age or youth, no ups or downs, no remembering of what has passed away. If the Self is
eternal, where does it abide or live? Is it the case that tears, spittle, blue, yellow, red, and white
are to remain in all things? If the Self is eternal, it will fill the body as in the case of sesame
seed, in which there is no space left in between. When the body is cut up into small pieces, the
Self, too, would have to be cut up"

The Buddha said to Kasyapa: "O good man! As an analogy: there is in the household
of a king a great wrestler. He has an adamantine bead on his brow. This man wrestles with
other wrestlers. When [once] the head of another person touches his brow, the bead goes into
the wrestler’s flesh, and there is no knowing where it is. A boil comes up there. A good doctor
is called in to cure it. At that time, there is a good doctor with a bright mind. He knows
well how to diagnose and prescribe medicine. Now, he sees that this boil has appeared due to
the bead’s having got into the wrestler’s body. He realises that this bead has entered the flesh
and remains there. Then, the good doctor asks the wrestler: "Where is that bead that was
on your brow?" The wrestler is surprised and answers: "O great teacher and doctor! Has not
the bead on my brow got lost? Where could the bead be now? Is this not a miracle [that you
know about it]?" He is worried and weeps. Then, the doctor pacifies the wrestler: "Do not be
over-concerned. When you fought, the gem entered your body. It is now under your skin and
can be seen, looming up. As you fought, the poison of anger so burned that the gem got into
your body and you did not feel it." But the wrestler does not believe the doctor’s words. "If
it is under my skin, how is it that it does not come out because of the impure pus and blood?
If it is in my sinews, we cannot possibly see it. Why do you mean to cheat me?" Then, the
doctor takes up a mirror and holds it in front of the wrestler’s face. The gem appears clearly
in the mirror. The wrestler sees it, is surprised and is all wonder. It is like that. O good man!
The case is the same with all beings. They do not come near to a good teacher of the Way. So,
they cannot see the Buddha-Nature which is within, even though they possess it. And they are
reigned over by greed, lust, anger, and ignorance. So they fall into the realms of hell, animals,
hungry ghosts, asuras, candalas, and get born in such various houses as Kshatriya, Brahmin,
Vaishya and Sudra. The karma generated by the mind leads a person, though born a human,
into such lives as a cripple, lame, deaf, blind or dumb person, and to the 25 existences, where
such as greed, lust, anger and ignorance reign over the mind, and the person is unable to know
of the presence of the Buddha-Nature. The wrestler says that the gem has gone away, even
though it is [actually] in his body. The same with beings, too. Not having come into contact
with a good teacher of the Way, they do not know the Tathagata’s hidden treasure and do not
study selflessness. For example, even when a person is told of the unholy self, he cannot know
the true quality of the Self. The same is true of my disciples. As they do not befriend a good
teacher of the Way, they practise non-Self and do not know where it [Self] is. They do not
know the true nature of selflessness. How, then, could they know the true nature of the Self
itself? Thus, O good man, the Tathagata says that all beings possess the Buddha-Nature. This
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is like the good doctor’s making the wrestler see where the adamantine jewel rests. All these
beings are reigned over by innumerable defilements and thus do not know the whereabouts of
the Buddha-Nature. When illusion is dispelled, there arises knowledge and brightness. This is
like the wrestler’s seeing the gem in the mirror. O good man! It is thus the case that what rests
undisclosed [latent] in the Tathagata is innumerable and is difficult for beings to think about.

"Also, O good man! As an example, there is a medicine in the Himalayas called "pleasing
taste". It tastes very sweet. It grows hidden under a deep growth of plants, and we cannot
easily see it. But from its scent, one can come to know the whereabouts of this medicine.
In days gone by, there was a chakravartin who, placing wooden tubes here and there in the
Himalayas, collected this medicine. When it had ripened, it flowed out and entered the tubes.
It tasted truly right. When the king died, this medicine became sour, salty, sweet, bitter, or
hot, or light. Thus, what is one, tastes differently according to the different places. The true
taste of the medicine remains in the mountains; it is like the full moon. Any common mortal,
sterile in virtue, may work hard, dig, and try, but cannot get it. Only a chakravartin, high in
virtue, appearing in the world can arrive at the true value of this medicine because of happy
circumstantial concatenations. The same is the case [here]. O good man! The taste of the
hidden store of the Tathagata is also like this. Overspread by all the growths of defilement,
the beings clad in ignorance cannot hope to see it. We speak of the "one taste". This applies,
for instance, to the Buddha-Nature. On account of the presence of defilement, several tastes
appear, such as the realms of hell, animals, hungry pretas, devas, human beings, men, women,
non-men, non-women, Kshatriya, Brahmin, Vaishya and Sudra.

"The Buddha-Nature is strong and vigorous. It is hard to destroy. Therefore, there is
nothing that can kill it. If there were something that could indeed kill it, Buddha-Nature would
die. [But] nothing can ever destroy such Buddha-Nature. Nothing of this nature can ever be
cut. “The nature of Self is nothing other than the hidden storehouse of the Tathagata”. Such a
storehouse can never be smashed, set on fire, or done away with. Although it is not possible to
destroy or see it, one can know of it when one attains unsurpassed Enlightenment. Hence, there
is indeed nothing that can kill it." Bodhisattva Kasyapa said to the Buddha: "If nothing can
kill it, no karmic consequences would ensue from evil actions." The Buddha said to Kasyapa:
"There truly is [such a thing as] killing. How? O good man! "The Buddha-Nature of beings rests
within the five skandhas." If the five skandhas are destroyed, this is killing [of those skandhas].
If one harms a living thing, one gains the unfortunate realms. Through the working of karma,
one transmigrates through such realms as Kshatriya, Brahmin, Vaishya, Sudra, candala, or man,
woman, non-man, non-woman, and the 25 variegated existences. A person who has not reached
the holy stage of a sage is waywardly bound up by attachment to self. All such phases [modes]
of existence, whether big or small, are like barnyard grass, like rice or a bean, or like the thumb.
Thus do they [i.e. ignorant beings| loosely imagine things. There can be no true shape in wild
fancies. The shape of Self that seeks to flee from the world is Buddha-Nature. This is the best
way of conceiving of the Self.

"And next, O good man! As an analogy: there is a man here who knows well what
is hidden [under the ground]. He takes a sharp hoe, digs into the ground and hits upon such
things as stones and gravel. All goes through and nothing hinders [i.e. the hoe digs through
everything, without being obstructed]. Omnly when the diamond comes in its way, can the
hoe not dig through. Now, no sword or hatchet can destroy a diamond. O good man! The
Buddha-Nature of beings is like this. It is something that all those people who discuss things,
Marapapiyas, all men and devas cannot destroy. What characterises the five skandhas is [the
phenomenon of] what occurs and what is done. Whatever occurs and is done can certainly be
destroyed, like stones and sand. “The True Self of the Buddha-Nature is like the diamond, which
cannot be crushed”. Hence, we call the destroying of the five skandhas the killing of life. O
good man! Know well most definitely that the Buddhist teaching is not within the boundaries
of conceiving.

244



1 nﬁ&

The Flower
Ornament Scripture

Thomas Cleary



LS TG
ri%%/ rr @*"”M W IR

BOOK THREE

The Meditation of
the Enlightening Being
Universally Good

THE ENLIGHTENING BEING Universally Good, the great being, sat on a
lion throne made of a bank of lotus flowers, and, imbued with the
psychic power of the Enlightened One, entered into concentration.
This concentration is called the immanent body of the illuminator of
thusness, which is in all enlightened ones. It enters everywhere into the
equal essence of all enlightened ones, and is capable of manifesting
myriad images in the cosmos, vastly and immensely, without obstruction,
equal to space. All the whirling oceans of universes flow along into it; it
produces all states of concentration, and can contain all worlds in all
directions. The oceans of lights of knowledge of all the enlightened
ones come from here; it can reveal all the oceans of all conditions
everywhere. It contains within it all the powers and liberations of the
enlightened ones and the knowledge of the enlightening beings. It can
cause the particles of all lands to be universally able to contain bound-
less universes. It develops the ocean of virtuous qualities of all Buddhas,

and reveals the ocean of great vows of these enlightened ones. All the
cycles of teaching of the Buddhas flow through it and are guarded and
maintained by it, and kept without interruption or end.

As in this world the enlightening being Universally Good entered
this concentration in the presence of the World Honored One, thus in
the same way throughout the realm of space of the cosmos, in all
directions and all times, in a subtle, unhindered, vastly expansive light,
in all lands visible to the Buddha’s eye, within reach of the Buddha’s
power, manifested by the Buddha’s body, and in each atom of all those
lands, there were Buddhas as numerous as atoms in an ocean of worlds,
and in front of each Buddha were Universally Good enlightening
beings numerous as atoms in an ocean of worlds, each also entering
into this concentration in the immanent body of the illuminator of
thusness in enlightened ones.
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At that time each of the Universally Good ones saw the Buddhas of
the ten directions appearing before them; those Buddhas praised Univer-
sally Good in the same voice: “Good! You are able to enter this
enlightening beings’ concentration in the immanent body of the illumi-
nator of thusness in all Buddhas; this is fostered in you by all the
Buddhas everywhere together, by means of the power of the original
vow of the illuminating realized one Vairocana Buddha, and it is also
because you cultivate the power of the practices and vows of all Buddhas:
that is to say, because you can activate all the cycles of the enlightening
teaching, revealing the ocean of knowledge and wisdom of all enlight-
ened ones, universally illumine all the oceans of distinctions everywhere,
without exception, cause sentient beings to clear away confusion and
affliction and attain purity, universally accept all lands without attachment,
deeply enter the sphere of all enlightened ones without impediment,
and universally expound the virtues and qualities of all enlightened
ones; because you are able to enter into the true character of all things
and develop knowledge and wisdom, analyze all the media of the
teachings, comprehend the faculties of all living beings, and because
you are able to hold the ocean of written teachings of all the Buddhas.”

At that time all the Buddhas of the ten directions then bestowed on
the great enlightening being Universally Good the knowledge that
enters into the power inherent in omniscience, the knowledge that
enters into the infinity of the cosmos, the knowledge that perfects the
realization of the sphere of all enlightened ones, the knowledge of the
becoming and decay of all oceans of worlds, the knowledge of the full
extent of the worlds of all sentient beings, the knowledge that abides in
the extremely profound liberation of all enlightened ones and the
nondiscriminating knowledge of all meditation states, the knowledge
that enters into the ocean of all faculties of enlightening beings, the
knowledge of elocution to turn the wheel of the teaching in the ocean
of languages of all sentient beings, the knowledge that enters in all ways
into the bodies of all oceans of worlds in the cosmos, and the knowl-
edge that comprehends the voices of all Buddhas.

As in this world in the presence of the Buddha the enlightening being
Universally Good experienced the Buddhas bestowing such knowledge,
so in all oceans of worlds, as well as in each atom of all those worlds, so
did all the enlightening beings Universally Good there experience this.
Why? Because they had realized that state of mental focus in this way.

Then the Buddhas of the ten directions each extended his right
hand and patted Universally Good on the head. Their hands were each
adorned with the marks of greatness, being finely webbed, emanating
light, fragrance, and flames. They also produced the various wondraus
tones of all Buddhas. And within it were manifested the phenomena of
mystical powers, the ocean of vows of universal goodness of all enlight-
ening beings of past, present, and future, the cycles of pure teachings of
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all enlightened ones, as well as the images of the Buddhas of past,
present, and future.

As in this world Universally Good was patted on the head by all the
Buddhas of the ten directions, so in all the oceans of worlds, and in
each atom of those worlds, the enlightening beings Universally Good
there were patted on the head by the Buddhas of the ten directions.

Then the enlightening being Universally Good arose from this
concentration; when he did so, he rose from media of oceans of concen-
trations numerous as atoms in all oceans of worlds. For example, he
rose from the medium of concentration of skillful knowledge realizing
that the worlds of past, present, and future have no distinction in the
succession of imstants; he rose from the medium of concentration of
knowledge of all the subtlest and most minute constituents of all
universes in all times; he rose from the medium of concentration on the
manifestation of all buddha-fields of past, present, and future; he rose
from the medium of concentration revealing the dwelling places of all
living beings; he rose from the medium of concentration of knowledge
of various differences in locations of the universes of the ten directions;
he rose from the medium of concentration of knowledge of boundlessly
vast clouds of buddha-bodies existing in every atom; he rose from the
medium of concentration of explanations of the ocean of inner princi-
ples in all things.

When the enlightening being Universally Good rose from such media
of concentration, all the enlightening beings each found oceanic clouds
of concentrations, numerous as atoms in an ocean of worlds, found
oceanic clouds of spells, oceanic clouds of techniques to teach everything,
oceanic clouds of ways of felicitous expression, oceanic clouds of practices,
oceanic clouds of lights from the knowledge of the treasury of virtues
of all who realize thusness, oceanic clouds of nondiscriminating tech-
niques of the powers, knowledges, and wisdom of all enlightened ones,
oceanic clouds of Buddhas each manifesting myriad lands in each and
every pore, oceanic clouds of enlightening beings one by one manifest-
ing descent from the palace of the Tushita heaven to be born on earth
and become an enlightened Buddha, turn the wheel of the teaching, and
enter into ultimate extinction, all as numerous as atoms in an ocean of
worlds.

As when in this world the enlightening being Universally Good rose
from concentration all the hosts of enlightening beings received such
blessings, so in all the oceans of worlds, as well as in each atom of each
world, the same thing occurred.

At that time, by the spiritual power of all the Buddhas and the power
of Universally Good’s concentration, all oceans of worlds in the ten
directions trembled. Each world was arrayed with precious elements
and gave forth wondrous sound, explaining all things. And on each
Buddha, in the ocean of sites of enlightenment where the masses
gathered, everywhere there rained ten kinds of clouds of regal jewels:
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clouds of beautiful gold star jewels, jewels like precious discs descending,
shining light jewels, jewels of the treasury manifesting the images of
enlightening beings, jewels extolling the names of Buddhas, jewels of
brilliant light illuminating the sites of enlightenment in buddha-fields
everywhere, jewels whose light reflects the various miracles everywhere,
jewels praising the virtues of all enlightening beings, jewels with a light
that shines like the sun, jewels whose delightful music is heard everywhere.

After the universal rain of these ten kinds of clouds of jewels, all the
Buddhas emitted lights from their pores, and in the light rays spoke
verses:

Universally Good is present in all lands

Sitting on a jeweled lotus throne, beheld by all;
He manifests all psychic powers

And is able to enter infinite meditations.

The Universally Good always fill the universe

With various bodies flowing everywhere,

With concentration, psychic power, skill and strength,

In a universal voice teaching extensively without hindrance.

In every land, in the presence of all the Buddhas,
Various states of concentration revealing psychic powers,
Each psychic power pervades everywhere

In all lands of the ten directions.

As with the Buddhas of all lands,

So it 1s in all the atoms of the lands as well;

The phenomena of concentration and mystic powers
Are the will power of the illuminator.

Universally Good physically is like space,

Abiding by reality, not a land,

According to the heart’s desires of all beings
Manifesting all kinds of embodiments, equal to all.

Universally Good, abiding at peace in great determination,
Thus attained these infinite spiritual powers,

In any lands of all buddha bodies

Manifesting his form going there.

All the myriad oceans are boundless:

He reproduces his body infinitely and dwells there;
All lands of his manifestation are purified,

And in an instant are seen many eons.
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Universally Good lives peacefully in all lands:

The spiritual powers he displays are incomparable;
The trembling extending everywhere

Causes those who look to be able to see.

The knowledge, virtue, and powers of all Buddhas,
Their various great qualities, he has all fulfilled;

By the medium of techniques of all meditations

He shows his past enlightening acts.

Such independence, inconceivable,
Is manifest in the lands of the ten directions
To reveal the universal entrance of all meditations:

In the clouds of buddha light his praises are sung.

Then all the hosts of enlightening beings turned to Universally Good,
joined their palms and gazed respectfully at Universally Good; imbued
with the psychic power of the Enlightened, they sang in praise with the
same volce,

Born from the teachings of the Enlightened,

Also originating from the will power of the Buddha,
The womb of space, the equality of real thusness:
You have purified this body of reality.

In the congregations of all buddha-fields

Universally Good is omnipresent there;

The light of the oceans of universal virtue and wisdom
Equally illumine everywhere, so all are visible.

The immensely vast oceans of virtues of Universally Good
Goes everywhere to approach the enlightened;

To the lands within all atoms

He can travel and clearly appear there.

O Child of Buddha, we always see you

Associating with all the enlightened ones,
Abiding in the real state of concentration
For eons numerous as atoms in all lands.

The child of Buddha, with an all-pervading body,
Can go to the lands in all directions,

Liberating all the oceans of living beings,
Entering into all the parts of the cosmos.
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Entering into all particles of the cosmos,

The body is endless and undifferentiated,;

Omnipresent as space,

[t expounds the great teaching of the realization of thusness.

The light of all virtue,

Immense like clouds, power surpassing,

Traveling to all oceans of living beings

Expounding the incomparable way practiced by all Buddhas.

Cultivating and learning the supreme practice of universal goodness
In order to liberate sentient beings for oceans of eons,
Expounding all truths, like a great cloud,

The voice is tremendous, none do not hear.

How can the land be established?

How do the Buddhas appear?

And how about beings?

Please explain truthfully the truth as it is.
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THE GATE OF ENTRY INTO
THE LIMITLESS ACTIVITIES OF THE SUPREME NOBLE ONES

A SHORT COMMENTARY ON
THE ASPIRATION PRAYER FOR
THE EXCELLENT CONDUCT OF THE NOBLE ONES

BY LOCHEN DHARMASHRI
Translated by Khenpo Gawang Rinpoche and Gerry Wiener

SUMMARY OUTLINE

1) The preliminary seven branch prayer that purifies one's being
A) Prostration
B) Offering
C) Confession
D) Rejoicing
E) Requesting to teach the dharma
F) Asking to remain
G) Dedication

Il) The main practice
A) Aspiration by means of pure intention
B) Not forgetting bodhichitta
C) Commitments
D) Activities
E) Achievements
F) Consolidating the aspirations

Ill) The conclusion that teaches the benefits

A) The explanation of the benefits of aspiration
B) Dedicating the aspirations that possess benefit
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