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The Nyingma Approach to Valid Cognition
Mipham's Sword of Wisdom
And The Radiant Light of the Sun and Moon by Khenchen Palden Sherab

Syllabus

Class One: Pramana, 10 pages

a) Introduction to Pramana, Scott Wellenback, from Pramana, Tantra and the Middle Way,
Khenpo Tsultrim Gyamtso, KCL 2005 Transcripts, 10 pages

Class Two: Logic, 20 pages

a) Introduction, Tibetan Logic, Katherine M Rogers, 20 pages

Class Three: The Sword of Wisdom, pp. vii-15=20 pages

a) Translator's Introduction, pp. vii-xi = 5 pages

b) The Sword of Wisdom That Ascertains Reality by Jamgon Mipham, pp. 1-15 =15

Class Four: Validity and Two Truths, pp. 19-42=22 pages

a) Prelude: Preliminary Verses of Homage, pp. 19-23 =5

b) The Validity of the Teachings and the Teacher, pp. 25-37 = 13
c¢) The Two Truths, pp. 39-42

Class Five: Reasoning and Causality, pp. 43-62=18 pages

a) An Explanation of Causality through Interdependent Appearances, pp. 43-49

b) Overview of the Four Reasonings and the Reasonings of Causal Efficacy and
Dependency, pp. 51-62

Class Six: Types of Reasons and Valid Cognition, pp. 63-86=22 pages

a) The Six Causes, Five Effects, and Four Conditions, pp. 63-73

b) The Reasoning of the Nature, pp. 75-80

c) Valid Cognition, pp. 81-86

Class Seven: Direct Perception and Inference, pp. 87-108=22 pages

a) Direct Perception, pp. 87-100

b) The Reasoning of a Valid Proof: Inference Based on Evidence, pp. 101-108
Class Eight: The Support for Correct & Incorrect Inference, pp. 109-140 = 32 pages

a) Correct Signs and False Signs, pp. 109-121
b) The Ways Inference Is Presented, pp. 123-128
Class Nine: Two Levels of Valid Cognition and The Four Reliances, pp. 129-159 = 30 pages

a) Conventional and Ultimate Valid Cognition, pp. 129-140
b) The Four Reliances, pp. 141-152
c) The Definitive Meaning: The Eight Intentions, pp. 153-159

10) Class Ten: The Eight Great Treasures, pp. 161-189 = 28 pages

a) The Definitive Meaning in the Vajrayana, pp. 161-169
b) Rely on Wisdom to Reach the Eight Great Treasures, pp. 171-180
c) Conclusion, pp. 181-189

Reference Materials:

1) Appendix A. Jamgon Mipham's Annotated Verses: The Sword of Wisdom That Ascertains

Reality, pp. 191-215

2) Appendix B. Outline of Jamgon Mipham's Verses, pp. 217
3) Appendix C. Outline ofKhenchen Palden Sherab's Commentary, pp. 219



