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Syllabus
Class One: Overview of the Course and Introduction to the Topic — May 10

e Journey to Certainty
a) Chapter I: Introducing Mipham Rinpoche's Beacon of Certainty, pages 1-14

Class Two: Introduction to the Text — May 17
e Journey to Certainty
a) Chapter 2: The Introductory Sections, pages 15-26
b) Chapter 3: Introducing the Seven Questions, pages 27-34
e Sourcebook — Main Text:
a) The Translation of The Beacon of Certainty, Introduction, pages 194-195
e Sourcebook - Background:
a) 3.1 Historical and Philosophical Dimensions of Buddhism, pages 41-42
b) 3.2 Hinayana and Mahayana, pages 42-45
c) Stainless Light: A Commentary on The Beacon of Certainty, Colophon, pages 412-413

Class Three: The First Question — May 24
e Journey to Certainty
a) Chapter 4: The First Question-Do you explain the view according to an affirming
negative or a non-affirming negative? Part One: Pages 35-62
e Sourcebook — Main Text:
a) The Translation of The Beacon of Certainty, Topic 1, pages 196-198
e Sourcebook - Background:
a) 3.3 Important Teachings of Mahayana Scriptures, pages 45-51
i) 3.3.1Prajnaparamita, pages 45-47
ii) 3.3.2 The Samdhinirmocana and the "Essence Sutras", pages 47-49
iii) 3.3.3 Sources for Buddhist Hermeneutics, pages 49-51

Class Four: The Second Question — May 31
e Journey to Certainty
a) Chapter 5: The Second Question-Do Shravaka and Pratyeka Arhats Realize Both the
Selflessness of Phenomena and the Selflessness of the Individual? Pages 63-84
e Sourcebook — Main Text:
a) The Translation of The Beacon of Certainty, Topic 2, pages 199-203
e Sourcebook - Background:




a) 3.4 Traditions of Indian Madhyamaka, pages 51-60
i) 3.4.1 Origins of Prasangika and Svatantrika Madhyamaka, pages 52-55
ii) 3.4.2 Yogacara and the Yogacara Madhyamaka Synthesis, pages 55-57
iii) 3.4.3 Madhyamaka and Pramana, pages 57-60

Class Five: The Third Question —June 7

Journey to Certainty

a) Chapter 6: The Third Question-When abiding in the unborn, ultimate nature, is
conceptual grasping present or not? Pages 85-108

Sourcebook — Main Text:

a) The Translation of The Beacon of Certainty, Topic 3, pages 203-208

Sourcebook - Background:

a) 4.3.2 The Rise of Scholasticism, pages 91-92

b) 4.3.3 Klong chen rab 'byams, pages 92-97

c) 4-3.4 Nyingma Monasticism and the Ecumenical Movement (ris med), pages 97-98

d) 4-3-5 A Nyingma Philosophy?, pages 98-100

Class Six: The Fourth Question —June 14

Journey to Certainty

a) Chapter 7: The Fourth Question- Which is best: analytical meditation or actual abiding?
Pages 109-128

Sourcebook — Main Text:

a) The Translation of The Beacon of Certainty, Topic 4, pages 208-214

Sourcebook - Background:

a) 5.4 The Philosophy of Extrinsic Emptiness, pages 111-114

b) 5.5 Mipham's Interpretation of Extrinsic Emptiness and Tathagatagarbha, pages 114-117

c) 5.6 Mipham's Position on the Tathagatagarbha, pages 117-124

Class Seven: The Fifth Question —June 21

Journey to Certainty

d) Chapter 8: The Fifth Question- Of the two truths, which is most important? Pages 129-
152

Sourcebook — Main Text:

a) The Translation of The Beacon of Certainty, Topic 5, pages 214-219

Sourcebook - Background:

a) 6.3.1.2 Go ram pa's Analysis of View and Meditation in the TSE, page 136

b) 6.3.1.2.1 Go ram pa on the Ultimate View, pages 137-139

c) 6.3.1.2.2 Go ram pa on Meditative Practice, pages 139-141

Class Eight: The Sixth Question —June 28

Journey to Certainty
a) Chapter 9: The Sixth Question-Is the perception of sentient beings based upon common
objects? Pages 153-174



Sourcebook — Main Text:

a) The Translation of The Beacon of Certainty, Topic 6, pages 219-227

Sourcebook - Background:

a) Table I: Mipham's System of Four Pramanas, page 431

b) Table 2: Traditions, Two-truth Paradigms, and Their Sources, page 432

c) Table 3: Pramanas and Their Paradigms of Truth and Negation, page 433

d) Table 4: The Role of Ascertainment and Conceptuality According to Mipham and Gelug
Philosophers, page 434

e) Notes to Tables, pages 435-438

Class Nine: The Seventh Question, Part One —July 5

Journey to Certainty

a) Chapter 10: The Seventh Question- In our own tradition of Madhyamaka, is any position
taken? Pages 175 -216

Sourcebook — Main Text:

a) The Translation of The Beacon of Certainty, Topic 7, pages 227-237

Additional Background Materials: TBD

Class Ten: The Seventh Question, Part Two — July 12

Journey to Certainty

a) Chapter 10: The Seventh Question- In our own tradition of Madhyamaka, is any position
taken? Pages 175 -216

b) Chapter 11: Concluding the Text, pages 217-224

Sourcebook — Main Text:

a) The Translation of The Beacon of Certainty, Topic 7, pages 227-237

b) Conclusion, pages 237-240

Additional Background Materials: TBD
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