




The Miraculous Key to Kongtrul’s Treasury of Knowledge 
Based upon The Miraculous Key 

By Khenpo Tsultrim Gyamtso Rinpoche 
 

Ten of the Tuesdays from September 15 to December 8, 2009 
 
 

Syllabus 
 
I. Class One: Introduction and Overview 

A. Topics: 
1. Purpose for the course 
2. Jamgon Kongtrul 
3. The Rime movement 
4. The Treasury of Knowledge 
5. The Miraculous Key 

B. In Class Reading from MK: 
1. Introduction, pp. 5-7 

 
II. Class Two: Buddhist Cosmology 

A. Topics: 
1. An analysis with reasoning of the variety of appearances seen 
2. An analysis of the reasons this variety of appearances seen: 

a) Causes and results generally, The six causes 
b) The five results 
c) The four conditions 

3. The extraordinary explanation of causes and conditions: 
a) The way the twelve dependently arisen links spin [beings through 

the cycle of existence] 
b) The way the eight collections of consciousness spin [beings 

through the cycle of existence] 
c) The way [beings’] three habitual tendencies confuse them 

B. Readings from MK: 
1. An analysis of the realms that appear in the kalpa of light, pp. 8-20 

C. Additional Readings from SB: 
1. Root Verses from The Encompassment of All Knowledge, Myried 

Worlds: Buddhist Cosmology in Abhidharma, Kalachakra and Dzog-chen, 
Jamgon Kongtrul Lodro Taye, Trs. Int’l Trs. Comm. Founded by the V.V. 
Kalu Rinpoche, pp. 60-67 

 
III. Class Three: The Buddha and His Teachings 

A. Topics: 
1. The Buddha: 

a) How the Buddha gave rise to the supreme awakening mind 
b) How in the interim, the Buddha conducted himself as a bodhisattva 
c) How the Buddha manifested his enlightenment 
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2. His Teachings: 
a) Types of dharma 
b) Types of the Buddha’s speech 
c) Types of pitakas 

B. Readings from MK: 
1. An analysis of how the teacher who tamed the beings in those realms 

appeared, pp. 21-28 
2. An examination of the teachings, the genuine dharma, pp. 29-32 

C. Additional Readings from SB: 
1. The Buddha, The Precious Treasury of Philosophical Systems, Longchen 

Rabjam, Trs. by Richard Baron, pp. 7-21 
2. Perfect Conduct: Ascertaining the Three Vows, Ngari Panchen Pema 

Wangyi Gyalpo, Commentary by HH Dudjom Rinpoche Jigdral Yeshe 
Dorje, trs. Gyurme Samdrub and Sangye Khandro: 

a) An Explanation of the Pratimoksa-vinaya, pp. 14-17 
b) The Bodhisattva Vows, pp. 63-65 
c) Secret Mantra, pp. 100-104 

 
IV. Class Four: The Development of the Dharma 

A. Topics: 
1. How the victorious one’s teachings have grown and flourished in this 

world 
2. In particular, how the five main sutra teaching lineages came to Tibet 

B. Readings from MK: 
1. An examination of how the victorious one’s teachings have grown and 

flourished in this world, pp. 33-35 
C. Additional Readings from SB: 

1. The History of the Teaching Lineages that Came to Tibet, The Rime 
Philosophy of Jamgon Kongtrul the Great, Ringu Tulku, pp. 56-73 

2. gDams ngag: Tibetan Technologies of the Self, Matthew Kapstein, in 
Tibetan Literature: Studies in Genre, ed. Jose Cabezon and Roger 
Jackson, pp. 275-280 

 
V. Class Five: Varieties of Right Conduct 

A. Topics: 
1. How to train in right conduct that is supreme 

B. Readings from MK: 
1. An analysis of how to train in right conduct that is supreme, pp. 36-38 

C. Additional Readings from SB: 
1. Buddhist Ethics, by Jamgon Kongtrul Lodro Taye, Trs. Int’l Trs. Comm. 

Founded by the V.V. Kalu Rinpoche: 
a) The Commitments of Awakening Mind, pp. 165-171 
b) The Training Common to Both Traditions, pp. 193-199 

 
VI. Class Six: The Wisdom that comes from Listening – Definitions 

A. Topics: 
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1. An examination of the common reasonings: 
a) Fields of study 
b) Objects, entities and time 
c) Terms of expression 
d) Types of cognitions 
e) Elements of reasoning 

2. An examination of the objects of knowledge that are explained in both the 
foundational vehicle and the great vehicle: 

a) Aggregates (skandhas) 
b) Elements (ayatanas) 
c) Sources (dhatus) 

B. Readings from MK: 
1. An explanation of how to give rise to the wisdom that comes from 

listening, pp. 39-49 
a) An examination of the common reasonings, pp. 39-46 
b) An examination of the objects of knowledge that are explained in 

both the foundational vehicle and the great vehicle, pp. 47-49 
C. Additional Readings from SB: 

1. A Commentary by the Author of the Text Khenpo Tsultrim Gyatso, pp. 26-
27, 41-43, 47-52 

 
VII. Class Seven: The Wisdom that comes from Listening - Tenets 

A. Topics: 
1. An examination of the various views and tenets in the causal vehicle of 

characteristics: 
a) Foundational vehicle 
b) Four Truths 
c) Great vehicle schools 

2. As an ancillary topic, a brief examination of the vajrayana 
B. Readings from MK: 

1. An explanation of how to give rise to the wisdom that comes from 
listening, pp. 50-58 

a) An examination of the various views and tenets in the causal 
vehicle of characteristics, pp. 50-55 

b) As an ancillary topic, a brief examination of the vajrayana, pp. 56-
58 

C. Additional Readings from SB: 
1. A Commentary by the Author of the Text Khenpo Tsultrim Gyatso, pp. 1-7 

and 11-13. 
 

VIII. Class Eight: The Wisdom that comes from Reflection 
A. Topics: 

1. An analysis of gaining certainty about the keys to understanding 
2. An analysis of gaining certainty about that which is to be understood: 

a) The provisional and definitive meanings in the three turnings of the 
wheel of dharma 
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b) The two truths 
c) Dependent arising 

B. Readings: 
1. An analysis of how to gain certainty through reflection, pp. 59-70 

a) An analysis of gaining certainty about the keys to understanding, 
pp. 59-65 

b) An analysis of gaining certainty about that which is to be 
understood, pp. 65-70 

C. Additional Readings from SB: 
1. Section Two of Chapter Seven: Gaining Certainty in The Provisional and 

Definitive Meanings Of the Three Turnings of the Wheel of Dharma, The 
Two Truths, and Dependent Arising, The Treasury of Knowledge, by 
Jamgon Kongtrul Lodro Taye, trs. by Ari Goldfield, four pages. 

 
IX. Class Nine: Gaining Certainty in the View 

A. Topics: 
1. The view: 

a) The four seals that epitomize the sutras 
b) Entering the path of giving up the two extremes 
c) The main topic, an analysis of the two types of selflessness 

2. The four turnings of the mind from the tradition of pith instructions: 
a) Attachment to this life 
b) Attachment to the entirety of cyclic existence 
c) Concern for one’s own happiness and well-being 
d) The perceiver and perceived 

B. Readings: 
1. An analysis of how to gain certainty through reflection, pp. 70-78 

a) An examination of gaining certainty about the main thing, the 
view, pp. 70-75 

b) An analysis of gaining certainty about a brief teaching on the four 
turnings of the mind from the tradition of pith instructions, pp. 75-
78 

C. Additional Readings from SB: 
1. Root verses, Ascertaining Certainty about the View: Section Three of 

Chapter Seven from The Treasury of Knowledge by Jamgon Kongtrul 
Lodro Thaye, pp. 1-10 

 
X. Class Ten: The Wisdom that comes from Meditation; the Path & the Result 

A. Topics: 
1. An analysis of how to verify what one has studied and reflected upon 

through meditation: 
a) The way of accomplishing calm-abiding and superior insight 

according to the Middle Way tradition 
b) A summary of the types of calm abiding and superior insight 
c) Particularly the Middle Way school’s explanation of meditative 

equipoise and subsequent attainment 
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2. An examination of the manner of progressing along the grounds 
3. An analysis of the ultimate fruition, the kayas and wisdoms 

B. Readings from MK: 
1. An analysis of how to verify what one has studied and reflected upon 

through meditation, pp. 79-82 
2. An examination of the manner of progressing along the grounds, pp. 83-84 
3. An analysis of the ultimate fruition, the kayas and wisdoms, pp. 85-88 
4. Conclusion, pp. 89-90 

C. Additional Readings from SB: 
1. Vipashyana, excerpt from The Treasury of Knowledge By Jamgon 

Kongtrul Chapter Eight: The Progressive Classification of the Training in 
Superior Samadhi, Part One: The Stages of Meditation of Shamatha and 
Vipashyana - The General Basis of All Samadhis, Trs. by Kiki Ekselius 
and Chryssoula Zerbini Under the guidance of Khenpo Tsultrim Gyamtso 
Rinpoche, one page.  

2. The Path of Accumulation, Commentary on the Presentation of Grounds, 
Paths and Results in the Causal Vehicle of Characteristics from the 
Treasury of Knowledge by Jamgon Kongtrul Lodro Taye, Acharya Lama 
Tenpa Gyaltsen, Trs. Karl Brunnholzl, pp. 21-36 
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The Treasury of Knowledge 
By Jamgon Kongtrul Lodro Taye 

 
 

General Contents  
 
 
I) Book One: Myriad Worlds: Buddhist Cosmology in Abhidharma, Kalacakra, 

and Dzog-chen 
A) Part 1: The Cosmology of the Universal Way [Mahayana] 
B) Part 2: Our Universe according to the Individual and Universal Ways [Hinayana 

and Mahayana] 
C) Part 3: Space and Time in the Tantra of the Wheel of Time [Kalacakra] 
D) Part 4: The Causes of Cyclic Life [and the Primordial Purity of the Universe] 

 
II) Book Two: The Advent of the Buddha 

A) Part 1: Our Teacher's Path to Awakening 
B) Part 2: The Buddha's Enlightenment 
C) Pan 3: The Buddha's Twelve Deeds 
D) Part 4: Enlightenment's Bodies and Realms 

 
III) Book Three: The Buddha's Doctrine-The Sacred Teachings 

A) Part 1: What are the Sacred Teachings? 
B) Pan 2: Cycles of Scriptural Transmission 
C) Part 3: Compilations of the Buddha's Word 
D) Part 4: The Origins of the Original Translations' Ancient Tradition [Nyingma] 

 
IV) Book Four: Buddhism's Spread Throughout the World 

A) Part 1: Buddhism's Spread in India 
B) Part 2: How Buddhist Monastic Discipline and Philosophy Came to Tibet 
C) Part 3: Tibet's Eight Vehicles of Tantric Meditation Practice 
D) Part 4: The Origins of Buddhist Culture 
 

V) Book Five: Buddhist Ethics: The Training in Higher Ethical Conduct  
A) Part 1: The Qualities of the Spiritual Teacher and Student 
B) Part 2: The Vows of Personal Liberation 
C) Part 3: The Commitments of Awakening Mind [Bodhicitta] 
D) Part 4: The Vows and Pledges of Secret Mantra 

 
VI) Book Six: The Topics for Study 

A) Part 1: A Presentation of the Common Fields of Knowledge and Worldly Paths 
B) Part 2: General Topics of Knowledge in the Hinayana and Mahayana 
C) Part 3: Frameworks of Buddhist Philosophy: A Systematic Presentation of the 

Cause-Based Philosophical Vehicles 
D) Part 4: Systems of Buddhist Tantra: The Indestructible Way of Secret Mantra 

 

6



VII) Book Seven: The Training in Higher Wisdom 
A) Part 1: The Keys to Understanding 
B) Part 2: Truth and Meaning 
C) Part 3: Authentic View 
D) Part 4: Foundations of Spiritual Discipline 

 
VIII) Book Eight: The Training in Higher Meditative Absorption [Samadhi] 

A) Part 1: Shamatha (Calm Abiding) and Vipashyana (Higher Insight) 
B) Part 2: The Stages of Meditation in the Cause-Based Approaches 
C) Part 3: The Elements of Tantric Practice: A General Exposition of Secret Mantra 

Meditation Systems 
D) Part 4: Esoteric Instructions: A Detailed Presentation of the Process of Meditation 

in Vajrayana 
 
IX) Book Nine: An Analysis of the Paths and Levels to Be Traversed 

A) Part 1: The Paths and Levels in the Cause-Based Dialectical Approach 
B) Part 2: The Levels and Paths in the Vajrayana 
C) Part 3: The Process of Enhancement 
D) Part 4: The Paths and Levels in the Three Yogas 

 
X) Book Ten: An Analysis of the Consummate Fruition State 

A) Part 1: The Fruition in the Dialectical Approach 
B) Part 2: The More Common Attainments in the Vajrayana 
C) Part 3: The Fruition in the Vajrayana 
D) Part 4: The Fruition State in the Nyingma School 
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