














Stages in the Analysis of the Emptiness of Self in Persons 
Chandrakirti’s Seven-Fold Reasoning 

 
 
Preliminaries: 
 
 Ascertaining the object to be negated 
 
 Ascertaining the pervasion of the options 
 
 
The Seven Stages: 
 
1. Realizing that the self is not other than the skandhas 
 
2. Realizing that the self is not the same as the skandhas 
 
3. Realizing that the self does not possess the skandhas 
 
4. Realizing that the self does not depend upon the skandhas 
 
5. Realizing that the skandhas do not depend upon the self  
 
6. Realizing that the self is not the mere collection of the skandhas 
 
7. Realizing that the self is not the shape of its parts 
 


