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Chapter Twenty-Three: Methods That Lead to the Cognition of Objects and

Subjects

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE
METHODS THAT LEAD TO THE COGNITION OF OBJECTS AND SUBJECTS

Acharya Tenpa Gyaltsen: Then we come to the third main point of the text.

3. The explanation of the methods that lead to cognition [of objects and
subjects]

The Treasury of Knowledge says:

The means of cognition are: contradictory [phenomena],

connected [phenomena], negations, affirmations, generalities,
particulars,

[Phenomena that are] the same, different [phenomenal],
eliminative engagers, collective engagers, other-eliminations,
Definitions, definienda, substances, isolates, and the two types
of inference.

Accordingly, there are many methods that lead to the cognition of objects,
knowable objects, or phenomena: contradictory and connected
phenomena; negations and affirmations; generalities and particulars;
phenomena that are the same and different phenomena; eliminative
engagers and collective engagers; other-eliminations; definitions and
definienda; substances and the qualities of substances; isolates and the
qualities of isolates; and the two types of inference.

They are presented in precise detail in The Classifications of Mind and The
Classifications of Reasons composed by my master, Khenpo Tsultrim
Gyamtso Rinpoche, but because they are important, I have briefly
compiled their definitions, definienda, and bases for definition.

All of you have studied the Classifications of Mind, Lorig and the Classifications of
Reason, Tagrig. And this should be very easy now. So, we can immediately enter
into debate. There are a few words or definitions in the Lorig which differ from the
definitions given here in the Collected Topics. I think that meaning-wise they
come out the same. The Lorig is presented from the point of view of trying to
explain what these definitions mean. But when you enter into debate, as we do
here in the Collected Topics, then the definitions have to be very fine-tuned. The
words have to be very exact because you want to apply them in debate. You
could debate what I just said, as well, whether that is true.

We should really analyze and debate among ourselves about these definitions that
are different in the Lorig and the definitions that are given here. If we can establish
by our own prajna that maybe they don’t mean the same thing exactly, then there
is no problem to change one or the other, whatever is not really the correct
definition. It's not like something cut into stone forever. these definitions. But it is
something that can be changed if you find out that, when applying them they
don’t mean exactly the same thing as the definitions, in the Lorig or the other way
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around. Whichever of those you find out to be not covering what it should cov. er,
then you can change them. But you have to analyze it.

You might get a little bit upset when you see, "Oh, now in the Zorig, there’s a
different definition and here you get another one and then maybe another place,
there’s a third one.” You might get a little bit worried about that, but there's no
need to get worried. Actually, you should really be glad that there are different
definitions (ATG laughs) rather than being upset. When you actually debate, when
you use them and you work with different definitions, this can become a cause for
really deepening your understanding, getting more a profound understanding of
what the whole thing is about. Then you can really debate about the different
aspect of the different types of definitions and find out what is really the best way
to say it. You can compare and you can debate about it. And by this, you will
refine your understanding. Otherwise, if in all the texts, you have just one
definition for the same thing, then it gets pretty boring and too easy and you really
don’t think about it. You just learn it by heart and then you kind of recite it all the
time without thinking about it anymore. And then, it gets pretty flat. So, you don’t
get a deeper understanding of what it's talking about. And if you have different
definitions, then you have to think about it.

We come to the first point here:
3.1 The explanation of contradictory phenomena

The definition of contradictory phenomena: That which is
incompatible. For example, brightness and darkness.

This is called contradictory. When we debate about the different relationships
between phenomena, and we discuss whether they are equivalent, toncik, or
whether they are contradictory, gelwa, or the three possibilities, musum, or four
possible relationships, mushi, we always have to have two phenomena to
compare. If you only have one phenomenon, there’s nothing to compare. In all
these cases, you have to have two to establish a relationship, whether it's gelwa or
toncik or musum or mushi. If you don’t have two phenomena, then it becomes
very difficult in the debate to compare or to establish a relationship between two.

I'll give you an example.

What is the relationship between the horns of a rabbit and a pillar?
ATG: Ted?
Ted: Gelwa.

ATG: Gelwa. Yeah, this seems to be obvious at first glance. But if you really thmk
about it, are there two phenomena? Are there two phenomena?

Ted: No.
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ATG: Then, how could it be gelwa if there's not two phenomena? This is called a
faulty subject because one cannot compare these two. One cannot establish any
relationship because there’s only one phenomenon.

Another, slightly different, example is this glass by itself. Is this glass toncik, gelwa,
musum, or mushi? That doesn’t make any sense. The glass itself isn't any of these
relationships. You need two things to compare.

If it's contradictory, then it's called “that which is incompatible.” One has to be
rather specific when talking about things that are incompatible. One has relate this
to a single base. Otherwise, there is no real contradiction. For example, if you talk
about brightness and darkness, in two different places, there can be brightness in
one and darkness in the other. They don't contradict each other. But if we talk
about the same place or the same single basis, then brightness and darkness are
contradictory. They cannot happen at the same time, at the same place. This is
impossible. You have to relate it to a single basis. If you have two things in two
different places, then you cannot have a gelwa relationship there.

It's very beneficial if you really think clearly and deeply about what are
contradictory phenomena and what are connected phenomena. This will help you
a lot understanding the Classifications of Reasons. Not only that, but later when
you study the presentation of the different paths and levels, then an understanding
of contradictory phenomena is very helpful. You can use that understanding when
you study what is to be given up on the path, and the remedies.

Contradictory phenomena have a twofold classification.

They are classified as directly contradictory phenomena and indirectly
contradictory phenomena.

1. The definition of directly contradictory phenomena: That which is
mutually directly incompatible. For example, impermanent phenomenon
and permanent phenomenon.

2. The definition of indirectly contradictory phenomena: That which
is mutually indirectly incompatible. For example, a sensation of cold and
intensely billowing smoke.

In the Treasury of Knowledge, it says if one tries to compare smoke and the
sensation of cold, you cannot really establish indirect contradictions. To really
establish a contradiction, you have to have a special intense type of smoke. Do
you understand that? '

Student: Is the intensely billowing smoke supposed to be sort of a hot thing? Is
this the idea?

ATG: No, the smoke itself doesn’t have to be hot. The point to establish is that the
basis or the cause for this smoke is fire. Intensely billowing smoke and a sensation
of cold are not directly contradictory. They're indirectly contradictory. How? The
cause of intensely billowing smoke is fire and that is hot and that is the direct
contradiction of cold.
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Student: I guess I'm thinking that ice can have smoke. Dry ice (laughter). But I get
the idea.

ATG: This is not smoke. It just looks like smoke (laughter). If you really debate
about these things, you have to be very clear and very precise with how you
express your words. For example, in the Classifications of Reasons, under the
category of reasons of result, you have this very common example of the
mountain pass where there is smoke. “The reason, because there is smoke, proves
that on a mountain pass where there is smoke there is fire.”” That's what is said
there, right? That's kind of the easygoing version. But if you really look at it, many
people say, “Well, this is not a correct reason.” Because if you just talk about some
place where there is smoke, that’s not enough; that does not prove that there is
fire necessarily. So, you have to say it's a place where you have intensely
billowing smoke. If you have intensely billowing smoke, then there is necessarily
a fire. Otherwise, it's not necessarily the case.

Student: Intensely billowing black smoke.
ATG: O.K. If it needs something more, you can add it.

Student: Smoke is a byproduct of a exothermic reaction and dry ice is just a phase
change. There’s no reaction. It's just going from solid to gas. We see gas, but
nothing has changed from the solid ice.

Translator: Can you translate that in Tibetan? Exothermic reaction and phase
change? (laughter)

ATG: That's correct. If it's not smoke as is normally defined, then you cannot
establish a fire. So, that kind of thing doesn’t apply. If the gas coming out of the
dry ice would really be smoke, then you couldn't establish the presence of fire by
the existence of smoke because smoke could also result from ice. And that means
that Dharmakirti was wrong. But in the tradition of valid cognition, they don't
accept that gas coming out of dry ice is smoke. In the tradition of valid cognition,
if it is smoke, then it has to be the outcome or the result of fire only. That's
smoke, nothing else. Yes, Scott?

Scott: T think T understand the example is better to add the words “intensely
billowing.” But, even if one didn't say that and one just said “a sensation of cold
and smoke,” they still would be indirectly contradictory phenomena. I guess I'm
not sure why the necessity of the words “intensely billowing.” It may make it
somewhat clearer or make the mind go there more easily, but I'm not sure that it's
necessary.

ATG: If you take a single base and you say the mere existence of smoke disproves
the existence of a cold sensation in the same place, then that’s not correct because
it's possible to be cold in a place where there is a little bit of smoke. So, the mere
existence of smoke does not disprove the existence of the sensation of cold. It has

" Ta grig: The Presentation of the Classifications of Reason, root text: A:4:a:1
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to be a very powerful smoke. If you think about it in terms of causes, then you
can say that just a little bit of smoke or the very existence of smoke cannot negate
cold sensations. It is not the direct object of negation or the direct thing that is the
eliminated by smoke. But if you look at it in an atomic way, then if there’s a little
bit of smoke it can eliminate a little bit of cold sensation, right? So, you have to
balance the amount of cold sensation smoke can eliminate depending on how
much cold there is. Therefore, it's not necessary that you have to say “the
billowing smoke” because, in principle, it is true that even a little bit of smoke
eliminates a little bit of cold sensation.

Scott: I have another question. I'm wondering if we had the example of just two
different phenomena, maybe that would also be instructive as to what gelwa
means.

ATG: What do you mean by just two different phenomena?

Scott: Well, as T understand, two phenomena are gelwa if their sets are mutually
exclusive, right? And something can’t be a sensation, cold and smoke, one being
matter, one being a mental phenomena. Then those two would be gelwa even
without the indirect contradiction.

ATG: Because they are two different sets anyway, right? We should debate this. It
illustrates the definition of indirectly contradictory phenomena and that's why it's
here, but you should debate this.

We had the example, which is pretty easy, of fire and smoke. Fire is the cause for
smoke. Then you have this indirectly, contradictory relationship of cold sensation.
But what this actually applies to, in terms of the Buddhist teachings, is what
happens on the different paths and bhumis. There you have something to be
given up which is contradictory to the remedy. And the remedy is the prajna that
realizes the nonexistence of a self. The different afflictions and obscurations are
that which is to be given up. And what is the result of this prajna? There are
results actually: compassion, love, and so forth.

Now we’ve finished contradictions and sometimes contradictions are not so nice.
not so good (ATG laughs) so we'd rather go to connections, connected
phenomena.

3.2 The explanation of connected phenomena

The definition of a connected phenomenon: A phenomenon that
ceases if something different from it stops. For example, fire and smoke.

Without fire, there can’t be any smoke. If there wasn’t any fire in the whole world.
would there be smoke? (ATG laughs.) There wouldn't.

They are classified as connected phenomena with the same nature and
causally connected phenomena.

1. The definition of a connected phenomena with the same nature:
Phenomena that cease if phenomena that are not different in entity stop.
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For example, produced phenomenon and impermanent phenomenon, or
a vase and knowable object.

There are three [types}:
la. Produced phenomenon and impermanent phenomenon are the same

nature in the sense that they are mutually inclusive.
1b. A vase and impermanent phenomenon are the same nature with a

one-way inclusion.
lc. A vase and the emptiness of the vase are same in nature without

inclusion.

We don’t have a lot of time now, so I won't explain it, but these three things
should be obvious from the example given, no matter what kind of funny terms
we have. (ATG laughs.)

2. The definition of causally connected phenomena: Phenomena that
cease if something different from these phenomena that is different in
entity stops. For example, fire and smoke.

One should analyze whether whatever is something connected with a
vase is necessarily a thing or not.

Now, we have one year’s time to think about that. (Everyone laughs.)

These three types of connected phenomena with the same nature that are
mentioned here and discussed as being mutually inclusive, or with a one way
inclusion, or without inclusion. You cannot actually find this in the Treasury of
Knowledge, but these issues occur when you debate about things that have the
same nature. Then you will find these relationships. This is sort of a new
terminology here: mutually inclusive, one-way inclusion, and without inclusion.
But, you have to think about it and debate about whether this terminology is
helpful or beneficial or not. If not, you can also just drop it.

Lhaso. Tu te che. Now we have an auspicious coincidence here, a tendrel.” We
just stopped at drelwa.” In Tibetan, it's same word as the word tendrel, meaning
“dependent origination, connection.” We stopped at connection here, which gives
a good connection. It was not planned. It just occurred spontaneously.

(Students dedicate the merit.)

3 Tib. Ten ching drel war gvur wa. “Interdependent origination.™
*® Tib. ‘Brel ba. **‘Connection.”
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