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RADICAL REJECTION
DISPELLING PRIMITIVE BELIEFS ABOUT REALITY

The Adornment of the Middle Way
Part Two
The Refutation of Mind Only

Shantarakshita’s Madhyamakalankara
With Commentary by Jamgon Mipham
Translation by the Padmakara Translation Group
Published by Shambhala Publications

Eleven Tuesdays at 7:00 pm
September 20th to December 13th, 2011
(Omitting October 18 and November 20)

Class Dates: 6. November 1%
1. September 20" 7. November 8™
2. September 27" 8. November 15"
3. October 4™ 9. November 29"
4. October 11 10. December 6%
5. October 25" 11. December 13th

Course Syllabus

1) Class One: Major Arguments of the First Course
A) In Class Reading:

i) Shantarakshita's “Neither One Nor Many” Argument from Madhyamakalamkraka
(The Ornament of the Middle Way): A Classical Argument on the Ontological
Status of Phenomena, by James Blumenthal in Buddhist Philosophy: Essential
Readings, Ed. William Edelgrass and Jay L. Garfield; excerpt on pages 46-51.

2) Class Two: Other Summaries & Commentaries on the Text
A) Reading:
i) Later Madhyamikas Epistemology and Meditation, by Yuichi Kajiyama in
Mahayana Buddhist Meditation: Theory and Practice, Ed. Minoru Kiyota; pp.
114-143.

3) Class Three: Contradictions in Viewing Consciousness and External Objects as Unique
A) Reading:

i) Refutation of Non Buddhist Schools, pp. 217-234
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4) Class Four: Mind Only View and Initial Contradictions
A) Reading:

i) Refutation of Outer Objects as Truly and Singularly Existent, pp. 234-5
ii) Refutation of Causes as Truly and Singularly Existent, pp. 235-6
iii) The Cittamatra system, pp. 236-246 (bottom)

5) Class Five: Pitfalls in Thinking that Mind Creates Reality
A) Reading:
i) A Refutation of False Aspectarians, pp. 246 (bottom) -265

6) Class Six: True Appearance
A) Reading:
i) A Demonstration that things exist on the relative level, pp. 265-285

7) Class Seven: Mere Appearance and lllogical Complaints
A) Reading:
i) An explanation of the cause of mere appearance, pp. 285-293
ii) Answers to objections made to this distinction of the two truths, 293-297

8) Class Eight: The True Nature is Beyond Thought and Speech
A) Reading:
i) An explanation of the actual ultimate, free from all assertions, pp. 297-312
ii) Answers to objections about the ultimate, pp. 312-314

9) Class Nine: Since Emptiness is Not Apparent, It’s Imperceptible, Isn’t It?
A) Reading:
i) A reply to the second objection about the ultimate, pp. 314-328
ii) A reply to the objections about relative truth, pp. 328-331

10) Class Ten: Clarifying How Things Seem to Appear
A) Reading:
i) The proof of life after death, pp. 331-335
ii) How to avoid the extreme views of eternalism and nihilism, pp. 335-337
iii) Why it matters, pp. 337-355

11) Class Eleven: Conclusions and Colophons
A) Reading:
i) The practical benefits, pp. 355-361
ii} The conclusion, pp. 361-377
iii) The colophon, pp. 377-383

Adornment of the Middle Way Syllabus Final



The Adornment of the Middle Way
The Madhyamakalankara by Shantarakshita

Translated by the Padmakara Translation Committee

Summary Outline

I) A demonstration that no entities exist on the ultimate level, verses 1-62

A) The main argument, verse 1

B) A refutation of a single, truly existent, pervasive entity, verses 2-10
C) A refutation of non-pervasive entities as single and truly existent, verses 11-62
1) A refutation of the indivisible particle as a truly existent, single entity, verses 11-15
2) The refutation of consciousness as a truly existent, single entity, verses 16-60
(a) Refutation of Vaibhashika, verses 16-21
(b) Refutation of Sautrantika, verses 22-34
(c) Refutation of Non Buddhist Systems, verses 35-43
(d) Refutation of the Chittamatra system, verses 44-60
(i) True Aspectarians, verses 44-51
(ii) False Aspectarians, verses 52-60
3) Establishing the absence of many truly existent entities, verse 61
4) Establishing the pervasion, verse 62
Il) A demonstration that things exist on the relative level, verses 63-66
ll) Answers to objections made to this distinction of the two truths, verses 67-82
A) A brief demonstration that no faults are incurred, verses 67-68
B) A detailed explanation, verses 69-76

C) Dealing with the objections about the relative truth, verses 77-82

IV) The benefits of understanding the two truths correctly, verses 83-90

V) The conclusion: a eulogy of this approach to the two truths, verses 91-97
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